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Cleared; in fy WAR to the R 2 


redlion cos dered, Kc. 
Ef Rs 5 1 3s y ; the, : 91 , | 
HE Cmfiderer introduces himſelf 


extraordinary and pompous Manner. 
Th Tryal of the Witneſſes had, it ſeems, 
gone through ten Editions unanſwered; had 
* he moſt ingeniouſly 

aculouſly 3 the Miracles of the Goſpel; 


lod gaine 4 ifputable C onqueſt, and reached 


the t Corners ＋ Infidelity What then 


y was to be done in this Diſtreſs? Why he is 


called upon by his Friends to read it, and 
his ardent Live to Truth, + anfixer it; and 
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- Faith are... ſuch Cntradictians tha, 
ven unite, fo 


Edit. p. 6. 


"Lav 


ems w to think that all the Hopes of bea 15 
"An Author of 1 much Vivacity, and fo fun Ys 


of himſelf, can hardly be expected to keep the 


dull Road of Reafonithy ; his Wit will ſome- 
times run away with him. Hence it is that we 


meet with ſo much Pertneſs and Spirit uf his 


Perfòrmance; hence proceed thoſe beautiful 
Expreſſions of miraculouſly ſupported the Mira- 


cles, the damnably bad Opinions of ſomebody 


or other; ; and the witty Conceit of introdu- 
cing Ghoſts in white Sheets: and dark: Lan- 


thorns b, into this ſerious Argument. Of all 
which, and many others 4 equal Politeneſs, 


I take leave once for all, ive them up to 
be enjoyed by the Author > a 
- without Diſturbance. _ 


his Admirers, 


But I muſt needs eee this Author he 


the Open and frank: Declaration of his Princia 
in reſpect to RGB. Some have pre- 


mi a, the more ' raccebfully undermine” the 


l of it; but this Author acts with 


more Bravery and more Honeſty. He fays 
fairly, I: my Opinion great Fudgment and * 


as to meet in aue Peron *, T — 


ſay he did not make this Declaration _ any 
Suſpicion be bad of his on Fadpnen e 


's Firſt Edit. p. 43. | Thid Edit. p. OY 1 Firſt 
” with 
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© ein he tells us, every t 


— egy and We fo Fw! p 


After thele 
worler how 1 Author could pr 
elf to the World as a proper rk 
fair Examination of the Evidence of the. Re- 

ſurrection, which is both the Miracle, 
and the greateſt Article of the Chriſtian Faith. 


But he had his View in ſo doing, and has been 


ſo good as to acquaint us, what he 
his Auf wer to the Trial of the Witneſs ; 
he ſhall tell it himſelf. 
mote that Veneration for. Wiſdom 


ar ps 


and Virtue; 


which has been - debaſed and degraded by Faith, 
by.a Faith which has not ſent. ens on Earth, © 


| but a Sword, —Where this fooliſh Faith bears 
Sway, the Tree of Knowledge produces damning 
Fruit; but under the A uence of George 
our King, in this glorious Day of Eight and 


| Liberty, this divine Hag and = pious Witch- 


crafts which were brought forth in Darkneſs 


The Faith "which the- 8 ropoſes 


Chriſt glu, the ever bleſſed. Son. 175 Ged. 1 
the 
a he. famed, in her wan * r hing r 
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EL 


14 4 5 eo © 
f Implety J called 4 divine Hig" with 2 
. ous Witchcrafts. © Unhappy Man! what could 
be mean by this? I pity him from my Heart. 
But what could he mean by abuſing the King, 
| unleſs he had a Mind to ſhew, that Tie u. yo 
| . Subject as he is a Chriſtian? | 
Every 210 Man will read theſe 


with Abhorrence; and they are a — 
every Reader to be upon his Guard againſt the 


Repreſentations made of the Doctrines of the 
Soſpel, and the Evidences of Chriſtianity, by 


ſo determined, and ſo inveterate Oe f 
both. ay RT 

But let us examine this Author i in another 
roſe. So little qualified was he to write an 


Anſwer to the Tryal of the Witneſſes, that he 
did not underſtand it, when he publiſhed his 


Anſwer; but miſtook ſometimes the Objection 


for the Anſwer to the Objection, and ſome- 
times vice verſa; and aſcribed to the Author 


of the Trial the very Opinion he was confut- 


Ing A few Inſtances will th. omg * | 


At Ry (/ Edit.) the ch aver e 


the Author 05 the Tryal with founding Fai — ; 


on — and writing in Favour of that 


Or To ſupport this Charge he quotes 
flom che —1 . the very Words that diſclaim 
that Opir The Words are bat pre- 


vailed a thoſe who firſt * it (i. e. the 
Belief of the Reſurrection Y bey certainly did 


fot Vale the Examples of Their Fathers. "Here 


tben 


-- - 


( 


9 


a 2 f Tryal, p. 20. 


PRE is the Point; how 40 this Fat 52 Credie 
in the World at firſt?” Credit it has gained At. 


out doubt i. Tis marvellous how the Conſi- 


x 


derer could read, could tranſcribe theſe Words 


into his Book, ad not feel that the Meaning : 


and Intent of them was to lay the Force of 


Cuſtom and Education quite out of the Caſe, 


and to bring the Queſtion to reſt upon the ori- 


inal Evidence of the Reſurrection at the — 
efore Cuſtom or Education could | 
have any Influence. It is hard to account 74 


his Miſtake, but miſtake he does, and goes on 


for a Page or two together with great Tri- 
umph, reaſoning againſt this —— of his 


own railing. © Then, ſays he, every Story that 

has gained Credit in the World, as this has done, 
is alſo true; and concludes with this wiſe Say- 
ing, believing Truth for Company's Sake "is 1 


more meritorious than believing Error. But he 


has been fo far aſhamed of this Blunder, as to 
| drop the whole Paſſage, and his own Reaſon- | 


ng upon it, in his new Edition. yy 
The Con ſiderer (p. 5.) ſays, "tis anion the 
Apoſtles were Fincere, . what tbey re- 
ported was true. He does not indeed directly 
charge the Author of the 7 ryal with arguing 


thus; but whomſoever he means to charge, 
he ſhows plainly, that he never underſtood the 


Uſe or Force of the Argument, drawn. from 
e of Merge fo mg: is never er applied to 


+ 


1 ' 
9 prove 


with a Deſign — on others. The Can- 
fiderer has with great Succeſs encountered the 
Miſtake, - which he — to „ 


other; but the only Thing he has made — 


is, chat he did not know what he was writing 


about. eee eee eee 5 


Miſtake, and it diſappbara- upon the ne 
den, * 4 


The next Sooner as; this kind wats * 
I hall: trouble the Reader, will hardly paſs 
for a Miſtake only. Whatever it is, it has re- 
obation of the Confiderer's ſe- 


ceived the Appr 


cond Thoughts, and found a Place in his new 


Edition. 


The ee the: Trial, aa K N | 


deſigned by B in the Trial, repeats an Ob- 
which - 4, the Pleader a gainſt the Re- 


ſurrection had inſiſted on. There ii is (ſays B, or 
the Author of the Tal) but one Objervation 
more, which-the- Gentleman (ie, A the Ob- 


zetor to the Reſurrection) made under this 


1 Head. Jeſus, be Jays, wet to the . 
to die and riſe again. 'The ancient 


rity of ancient Prophecies 1 
| Banks ferred to are extant, py ogg 

faloecres, 
the — ws e. 2 Qb) aer) can RN 


7} * 


Ee. ² · . = i EE  Oloepam 


| prov e Reporter delivers nothing 
— Nm uſed merely 40 how, 
that he is not a Deceiver himſelf, nd acting 


he ſays, are to be ſound. Now wher "F 


436 ke or no, t 

| 1 not n to ads, i 
de the ancient Books referred to are extant 
* . to bende — 
a 4 Opinion of the Objector-to 
* TS . newt 
VEE to the-Author of the Trya 1 as ——— 
ment, which he could tor have done had he 
(l) quoted the Paſlage fairly. For this Reaſon he 
| hass altered it, and left out all the Words which 
_ expreſaly refer the Opinion to the Objector. 
His Quotation ſtands thus, —The Author of the 

Trial * (or Mr. B*) fays that though Jeſus re- 

ferred to the Aathority of the ancient Prophe= 
cies to prove that th” Meſſias was fo Wie and 
riſe again; and that though the ancient Books 

| - referred to are extant, and no ſuch Prophecies 
10 be found, whether the Prophecies can be found 

cn no, it is not material ta the preſent Queſtion. 
I ſhall leave the Confiderer's 5 Air to 

be tried upon a Compariſon with the Paſſage, 
as it ſtands in the Tryal, and as it is tranſcribed 
into his Anſwer: And let him account to his 

Readers, as he can, for J—_ W e im- 

| 1 on them. 

he only Thi here pro I whe des 
- on the Author * the Ty Surry expreſſed in 
)  -_ thoſe Words, whether the 3 $766 the 
| Objector) can find thoſe ONION or s is nor 


| kd ® Tryal, p 30. Fg Edi P- 20. 
1 = 


—— 


. are ial ts the: | A BABA. Adem b. 

tid very juſtly ; 7 2 ſurely Believers are not to 
wait for the Evidence of Prophecy, till Infi? 

dels can or will ſee it: and therefore whe= 

ther the Gentleman (the Objector) could find 
the Prophecies or no, was not material; and 
further, whether he could or not find the Pro- 
. „it was not material 7o the preſent Que. 
ftion. The preſent Queſtion related to the 
Truth of the Reſurrection, conſidered merely 11 
as a Matter of Fact: And as Facts muſt be 
proved, not by Prophecy, but by hiſtorical Evi- 

dence, it was impertinent to talk of Prophecy, 

when the — concerned a mere Fact. 

_ only. | 
But the Confiderer, for want of Diſcernment, N 
or ſomething elſe, ſays, it is granted the G9 
pel Hiſtorians | ſuggeſt there are Prophecies, 

which are not to be found in the Books they re- 
Jer to; but this is jaid not to be material, He 

leaves out the Words, to the preſent Queſtion, 
and goes on; Strange ! is it not material, whe- 

ther what the Evangeliſts ſay be true or falſe * 
M betber this is a true or falſe Inſinuation to 

countenance the Hiſtory? whether through Igno- 

rance they imagined there were Prophecies which 
there were not, and ſo were deluded? and whe- 
ther through Deſign they ſuggeſted there were," | 

and 2 others æ? All this is very well; 4 
but before the e can be entitled to che 


+ Fit Edi War. Thank” . 10. 7 
full 


"76 & \ 1 
t Medi of" it, he mut bew; Wharf he. is 
2 and whom he means to confute. He 
to me to be hunting down nothing but 
: very great Blunder of his own, 
The Objector to the Truth of the Reſur- 
rection ſays, (Tryal, p. 14.) In other. Cafes 
the Evidence ſupports the Credit of the Hiſtory, © 
hut bere the Euidence itſelf. is preſumed only upon 
the Credit which the Hijtory bus gained.” The 
| Confiderer ' quotes the Words, and introduces 
them in this Manner, Tb true that in 
« other Caſes, &c*. and refers the Reader to 
the Tryal; as if the Words produced expreſſed 
the Senſe of the Author of the Tryal himſelf. 
The Confiderer was made ſenſible — this Mi- 
| ſtake, and tho the Paſſage ſtill ſtands, and very 
improperly, i in his new Edition; yet he has ta- 
| ken ſome Care to cover the Blunder, by drop- 
ing the Reference to the Tryal. * 
But let us ſee in other Inſtances how Girly 
the Confiderer deals. 1 
The Author of the Tryal, to ew that the N 
: Fews, in guarding the SN betrayed a ſe- 
_ cret Conviction of the Truth of the Miracles, 
performed by Chri hoc in his Life me fays, . | 


Tryal, p. 38, The Cobbderer quot By 
Fr had they been SR es Words thus 

| nal that be wrought T, hey being © Perſus- 
no Wonders in his Life, ded be Perfumed no M. 
7 "_ 2 7 W not rale in his ee were 
. CERES on ES ER 2 
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* al, to ſhew the Incon- 


Scheme, ſays, 


lar Caſe; when the 
5 bought him 4 


bi ſoug ht to kill bim, and 
i 4 | put an End to bis Pre- 


#be People bad diſcovered 
Him to be @ Cheat, then 


even when he was de 


Prediftion, rile Hain. 
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e Firſt Edit, 4 a. 


ad * 
5 >, 
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ſiſtency of © N ens, 


Surely this is a moſt for- 0 Pty” 
the ſhould kill him, that bis 


* Prophet, the chief Prieſts to all Pretenſions; 
think bim not ſafe, au 


thought his Death would 
own, 4 needleſs and pre- 


- tenfions ;- when they and poſt 


Gentleman 
the Author of the T7yal) 
6s eos footage N 

But wwere afraid he ſhould | 
prove à true Prophet, 


and, according to his own 


| [ | | they though him not fe, 


| -— By this artfel Abuſe ofthe Lage 
== „ he makes the Reader imagine, that he 
| has convicted the author out of his own 


Once more; amon lt iber“ thing: 


| "Third Edit, p. 29. 
Edit. p. 48. Third Edit. p. 38. g 
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Death might put an End © 


he was dead is, I wo 


and a 


moſt ſingular Caſe, as the 


(meaning 


erons Fear,. 


1 


* 


e 


LY F T a 


$ amazing 


himſelf,” the Confider- 


or * * Feckons. this for one, chat St. Matthew 


= 


„ 2 f 


„ "on 11 wy 

ſhould he admitted as an Bede 1 8 45 
"prove. a Fab Owe" be. was abſent ; m—_ 
this amazing t he refers the Reader to 

P. 42. of the Try: | : 
a CO it desde. chat the 2 
che Tryal f give any Handle for ſo im- 
pertinent an Objection to the Credit of St. Mat- 
rbew. St. Matthew is an Hiſtorian, and who 
ever to an Hiſtorian, that he was not 
Preſent at all the Tranſactions he 92 
However IJ turned to the Tryal, p. 42. but 
not one Word is there abont the Credit of 
St. Matthew; nor is it eaſy to diſcern what. 
t Confiderer refers to without ſuppoſing him 
_ guilty of a great Blunder, and not to know 
the Difference between an Hiſtorian, and one 
produced as an Eye-Witneſs. 

The Author of the Tryal objects to the Cre- 
.dibility of the Story made by the Guards of 
the Sepulchre, becauſe their own Relation 
ſhews they were alleep, when the Things they 
related happened. And to this Purpoſe he fays, 
I unuuld aſe the 9 whether he has any 
Authorities in Point, to ſhew that ever any 
Man was admitted as an Kota; in any Court, 
To prove a Fact which happened when he was 
_ afleep? This, I ſuppoſe, muſt be the Paſſage, 
upon the Strength of which the Author of 

Tryal is made a Party to the Objection 
2 the Credit of St. Matthew; and it 
ſhews how well aan the Confiderer is to 


determine on the Credit of * Hiſto- 


; 0 12 * 
rians, when he does not appre the 1 8 
Thing relating to Evidence, — is 2 
to give Credit to an ö and what to., r | 
an Hiſtorian. 

After theſe Inſtances, there is lie Reatbn” 
to expect from this Hand a N eren or a far 
Anſwer to the Tryal. 5 | 

The Confederer e to me to hive ſet. out 
at firſt, with a Deſign only to write againſt the 
Credit of the Reſurrection, as reported by the 
Evangeliſts; and that it was an After-Thought, 
and meant to give himſelf. ſome Air of Im- 

rtance, to work up his Book into an Anſwer 
to the Try al. It is plainly a Piece of Patch- 

Work, Ker has but little in it to entitle it to 
be called an Anſiber to the Tryal. Has he; 
weighed the Arguments on both Sides of the- 
| Queſtion as ſtated in the Tryal,- and ſhewed 
© where the Author of the 7 yl either diſſem- 
bled the Force of the Objection, or failed in the 
Anſwer to it? N othing like it. He does not 
ſo much as pretend it. He has found an eaſier 
Method of making an Appearance of an An- 
ſwer to the Tryal: ſome Paſſages taken inde-. 
pendently of the Argument of which they are 
2 Part, he has ſingled out to furniſh Matter 
of Controverſy: but as theſe were too few. 
in Number to make a decent Appearance of 
Quotations from a Book, which he profeſſed 
to anſwer; he has taken the Liberty to uſe the 
Language of the Tryal to his own Purpoſe, 
and has ned it by and eb ' 


\ 


633 
he Reader to. the Tryal, even” indi: the. - 
by: n Confiderer are turned to a Senſe direct 
ly contrary to that, in which the Author of 
the Tryal uſed them. And by this little Art 


the Confiderer appears to an unwary Reader to 


; and Alterations made 


to be: quoting and confuting the T ryal A the 


Witneſſes. _ 

As muchas the Confiderer- has peryerted, al- 
tered, and 3 the Paſſages he has ta- 

| ken from the ryal, it is nothing in Compa- 
riſon with his Abuſe of the: Writers of the 

New Teſtament, whom he treats as Impoſtors / 


and Cheats, and void even of Cunning to tell 


their own Story plauſibly, _ 

St. Matthew is charged with forging a Nba 
phecy; and Matthew, Mark, and Luke, with 
3 Deſigns ; and again, there is Reaſon, 
he ſays, 7 lee, all the Predictions of it (i. e 
the Reſurrection) mnjerted : in Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke, to be Forgery*. | 

St, Matthew has given an Account of gun 
ing and ſealing the Sepulchre; the other Evan- 
geliſts ſay nothing of it. Upon this the Con- 
derer ſays, they tell di ferent Stories i. How 
ſo? does a Man who ſays nothing of the Story 
tell a different Story, or contradict the Story? 
Ves, this is the Confiderer” s Logic, and he ſays 
expreſaly, in a like Caſe, St, John Jos? not a Word : 
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chang al the four: — with For . 1 
that St. Matthew's Story ag 2 
— Mark and Luke tell another; theirs be- 
ing 40% con futeu, John comes and tells a Story 
different from all the ref: And this vehement 
e is founded in this only, that Mark,. 
Lake, and Fohn fay nothing about it. | 
At this rate how eaſily may, all hiſtorical 
Fats be confuted? It is but ſaying the Hiſto-. 
ries. are forged ; and it requires no great Head,. 
there be a good Face, to ſay it of any 
Hiſtory i in the World. But there will be an- 
Opportunity of examining this Fact of guard- 
ing the Sepulchre, and the Nn 8 Rea- | 
foning upon it, in what is to follow, 
But the Conſiderer, not content to charge: 
the Evangeliſts with Forgery, has, to impoſe 
on thoſe who will rely on his Word, forged | 
Things for them. Fohn the Baptiſt ſays to the, 
Fews, think not to ſay within your ſelves, wwe 
have: Abraham to our Father; for I ſay unto” 
van, that God is able of. theſe Stones to raiſe up. 
Children to Abraham", Let us fee now how. 
the Confederer | this Paſſage. His Words. 
are, Some beheve that Abſurdities and Cuntra- 
 aiHions are poſſible to the Power of God; he can 
raiſe. Children from the Loins of Abraham. out, 
; Y the Stones . the Street”. He yy faw 
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| fore he adds, ums the Lans of Abraham... 1 
R 


this id, 
At p. 67. ie, and p. C4. of 


| the third, there occurs one of the moſt extra- 


ordinary Paſſages that is any where. to be found, 


ipture to his Purpoſe. He is treati 


| that the Accounts given of it by the-Evange- 

| liſts do not agree. With reſpect to St. Fob, 
he ſays, Fobn leaves us at all Uncertamties, 
and ſays, Jeſus went, like a wandring Jew, with- 
out bidding them Gand. y. e eee 
8 To ſupport this Remark he refers to Jalm xxi. 

19, 20, Cc. The Caſe there is briefly this: 
Our Lord after his Reſurrection foretells to 
2 by what Death be ſhall glorify Gad. St. 
Peter enquires, what was to become of St. Fob? 
Our Lord ſays, if I will: that he tarry 
Fill I come, Paw is that to thee 2? Follow thou 
me, i. e. What is it to you what becomes of 
him? Do you follow the Example I have ſet 


you, and ghrify God by your Death. One 


ſometimes {ce what Handle: People take 


may 
to miſrepreſent Scripture ; but in this Inſtance 


it is difficult to diſcem hat could lead to this 
wild Conceit. Could it be the Word 


rin N over the . 


1 s it ſtood in gt. Matthew, 
: afdided: no Colour for hls Alm. and- there | 


and Gown with what Conſcience. the Confuderer 
ptr Adee and endoayonrs, to prove, : 


follow? 
N me; did the Confiderer ſuppoſe him to- 


1 can be. Abthigg de. But 5 het High 8 
that no Diſciple can follow his Maſter, but 
by Jtaking a Jöurney with him? 1 apprehend | 
e Confiderer to be a Follower of Woolftor' ant 
the Moral Philoſopher, but I never efiquifetl 
"ROW far he travelled with them. | 
"Theſe Inſtances, which I have elected from 
N55 => of the ſame. Kind, will ſhew, how 
adorable: and how fair an Adverſary this 
"Gentleman is. I have brought them in one 
View, that they might not ſtand in the way, 
and divert us from attending to his Reaſoning 
| _ 9 A of E 275 c 


"Before 1 come to the Pöhl Wich more 
: ann affect the Evidence of the Refur- 
rection, I ſhall take Notice of one Remark 
Which the Confiderer has dropt at the Cloſe of 
His Introduction, and which relates to the Cre. 
dit of Revelation i in general. , 

It had been obſerved in the Try al, « that Reve- 
e lation is by the common Conſent of Mankind ” 
the very beſt Foundation of Religion, ani 
e therefore every Impoſtor pretends to it v. 
In anſwer to which the Con/iderer ſays, I con- 
teive that which is the Foundation of any, nuch 

tefs of every falſe Religion, cannot be 945 
dation of the true l. What poor Sophiſtty is 
this!. Cannot this great Co fiderer "fee the Dif: 

1 ec ka p. 21. * 1 Firſt Ed. & 17. Thitd Ed p. 9 

| ference 


tween A 1 d a pte 
n try it in His own favourite 
tit '. _ Sincerity is by common 
'C 0 ery beſt gia og of a good 
C are aud Nene all Knaves pretend to 
it. Will the Cunſaerer in this Caſe ſay, that 
which is the Foundation of every bad Chara- - 
cer, cannot be the Foundation of a good one? 
It is to no Purpoſe to controvert ſuch Points; 
and I think this Paſſage from the Tryal was 
. produced, only to give the Confiderer an Op- 
W rh of entring into his darling common 
8 port abuſing Revelation, and drawing t to- 
gether what has been retailed an hundred times 
over by all the little Traders in Infidelity, and 
has been as often anſwered to the Satisfaction 
of all ſober Enquirers. 8 
The firſt Point that more directly affect the 
| Credit of the Reſurrection, is the Nature and 
Quality of the Evidence. The Confiderer be- 
gins with complaining grievouſly, that all the 
| dg is on the Side of the Reſurrection, 
and that he can find none againſt it. And 
98 thinks is a v y hard Caſe upon him. 


7 mY This 1 a hard Caſe. * * 
B ſhould t take it into his Head to proye | 
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the Evidence would be on one fide, a 

- _ againſt him. FT | 
But he imagines there was Fetal 2 | 
great Stock of Evidence againſt the Truth 

of the Reſurrection, but that it has been 
unhappily loſt or deſtroyed. Vs certain, 

he ſays, Books have been 2 by Porphyry, 
Celſus, and others, which contained what the - 
Chriſtians thought were beſt anſivered by fiifling | 
and burning. It is well known from ſome Frag- 

; ments of them in Origen, that they contradicted 

WT _ what is related in the Evangelifts*, Who fur- 

Wl  & niſhes the Confdrrer with his Learning, I know 

1 not; but whoever he is, he has cheated him 

we abominably. Fragments of Porplyry and Cel- 


2 01 5 


WH fas in Origen! why Origen Was Kad before 
Wil |.  Porphyry ſet Pen to Paper. When Origen an- 
| {© " Twered Celfus, Porphyry could not be above fix- 
WH  .  *feen Years of Age, and not above. twenty ot 


. ay. 
OT 


twenty one when Origen died. I imagine by 
ſſttzhe Order in which he places them, that Ts 
took Porphyry to be otter” than Coljics, and that I 


an), a2 x 
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Wo |! | "but take notice of Porphyry too. But there 
wo |! was indeed 2 an hundred Years between 
1 5 * and Porphyry. 
1 ; 2 7 2 „ he Lahe, contradicted 
0 related in the 2 !fts; and ſo does 


Ys 5 too; but what thet'? I the Cre- 
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wantonly contradicted, without Evidence or 


Authority of any Sort to ſupport the Contra- 


diction? The Gnfiderer, I ſuſpect, means to 
introduce Cuſſus and Porphyry, as Witneſſes 


. againſt the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. If he does, 
he is miſtaken. They were juſt ſuch Witnef- 
ſes againſt the Goſpel as he is; and for Want 
of Evidence to contradict the Evangeliſts, they 


were forced to rely upon the Diſagreements, 


which they ſuppoſed were to be found in the 


dit 1 any ac the wat 4-46 i * 


ſeveral Accounts given by the Evangeliſts. 


Had there ever been 


Evidence againſt 


the Goſpel Hiſtory, it could not have been 


loſt in Clſuss Time. For Celſus lived at no 
great Diſtance from the Apoſtolic Age; at a 
Time when all Religions were tolerated but the 


* Chriſtian; when no Evidence was ama 
Books deſtroyed, but thoſe of Chriſtians. 


yet Celjus laboured under the ſame Want * 
Evidence, as Yoolflon and his Auxiliaries, and 
had the Goſ pel only to ſearch (as Origen more - 
than once obſerves). for Evidence againſt the- 
SGoſpel. A ſtrong Proof that there never had 


been Books of any Credit in the World, that 


- ron the Goſpel Facts, when ſo ſpiteful 


and fo artful an Adverſary as Cel us made. no 
Uſe of them. 
' Celfus admits the Truth of Griff 5 Minds, 


© The Difference between him and Origen lies 
in the Manner of accounting for them; the 
one 6 aribing them to the Power of God, the 
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the Miracles 
Performer? 
 fus would have admitted the Miracles of Chrift 


2s real Facts, had he not been compelled to it 


own Words; and that nothing mi 


"we. 


0 Sorts: PERRY, of lage. FREE if the by 
_ Confiderer will ſtand to the Evidence of his own 


Witneſs, the Queſtion will not be, whether 
the Miracles are true. in Fact (for that is grant- 
ed on both Sides) but whether the Truth of 
infers the divine Authority of the 
Now can it be fuppoſed that CeE- 


by the univerſal Conſent of all Men in the Age 


1 he lived? 


But why does che Confuderer complain for 


Want of the Aſſiſtance of Celfus, and lead his 


Readers to imagine that the Books of Celjus 


were deſtroyed 7 2 they could not be an- 
ſwered? Does he not know that there is hardly 


a plauſible Argument, produced by M oolſan or 


Himſelf, that is not borrowed from Ceſſus? The 


Truth is, that the Objections of Cel/us are pre- 
ſerved, and preſerved in his own Language. 
Origen > Aue is not a general Reply to Gel- 


ſus, but a minute Examination of all his Ob- 
jections, even of thoſe which appear 


ed to Ori- 
gen moſt frivolous; for his Friend Af Bagh 1 


whom he dedicates the Work, deſires him to 
+ omit nothing. 


In order to this Examination 
Origen ſtates the Objections of Celſus in his 
might eſcape | 
him, he takes them in the Order in which 
Celis had placed them. Celjs then, as it hap- 


pens, is ſafe; Er ee not la- 


ment over e Fond 3 
W's 1 I . The 
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The uſe of Ph Fay i different; Mw 


little remaining of him, but ſome diſperſed 


Fragments to be found in Euſehius a 7: 
Hamer this is certain from the Account re- 


: maining of. him, that he had no Evidence | 


againſt the Goſ Hiſt „ but what the Goſs 
pel itſelf furni in which he thought * 
Ew, or pretended to foe, Contradiction. How 


indeed ſhould he have any other Evidence, 
When Cel{us had no other, who lived fo much 


nearer the Apoſtolic Age, than he N 
If che Confiderer. is laying in a Stock of Evie 
dence on the Antichriſtian Side, he may put 


down in his Lift the Emperor Julian and the 
 Talmudic. Books of the Jeus, together with 


ſome others, whoſe Evidence, ſuch as it is, is 


ſtill in being. Here then are Witneſſes againſt 


the Apoſtles, the moſt determined Enemies 


that Chriſtianity ever had; and yet the Canſ - 
deren will find no Reaſon to ACN them for 


their Evidence. They agree with Celſus in ad- 
mitting the Miracles, and ſo in truth ſerve on- 
ly to ſu ppork that Cauſe, which they m meant to. 


deſtroy 


The "Caſe then funding thus, the Confilerer 


muſt be content to follow. the Steps. of he 


great Leaders, and ſearch the Goſpel for Ob- 
jections againſt the Goſpel, This is another 


Hardſhip and the Subject of another Complaint, 


F ile Reſurrettion be a Fraud or the Evidence 


| firged, what Books have wwe to prove it ſo? Can 


t be expetted that an HANES Tue ſhould be 
obtained 


. 7 77 7 N 7 A a 
. b * n 19 . * * n ** 6 5 OA ("EY 
4 r 1.99 h * 1 8 2 
** N 19 N 2 7 PEER. 1 : . 
N . * 5 1 2 - ö 5 - p \ 2 : 3285 6 
28 N 5 % . 5 : KY > * 8 
* <4 1 k 

- \ PE: 2 * 
* : E=-+ 

- 
X - x 

5 : 
1 * 
5 . 
42 2 | 

g a 1 1 

EEO. 5 Fe 
. 5 . - >] 5 
. 47.5 2 15 x 4 
* <1 J ad 


e he 6 


of their own Report *? —If the Cinfierer "i 
no better Hopes, why did he trouble himſelf 
and the World? Did he propoſe, becauſe no- 


thing could be fairly reaſoned” out of the Goſ- 
pl, to reaſon ſomething out of it unfairly? 

e has indeed done ſo; but did not, 1 ſuppole, 
mean to give Warning of it. 


But this is not the Whole of his Com- 
plaint. Can that, ſays he, be efteemed a fair 


Tryal, where the Evidences are only an one_fide 


e e., Why pat?” wes A end 


clear Evidence ever rejected, becauſe there was 


no Evidence to be produced againſt. it? The 


Cafe muſt always be ſo where the Truth is 
notorious. The main Facts relating to our Sa- 


viour were as public and as well known in Ju- 
Alea and the neighbouring Countries, when the 


Goſpels were publiſhed, as the Coronation f 
Henry VIII. was known in his Time in Eng- 


land; and if the Confiderer has a Mind to calt 
that Fact in Queſtion, he will find the Wit- 
neſſes all on one fide 


He goes on. To find the Truth of a Caſe by 


the Teftimony of partial Evidence” combined 


againſt it, OW be ron t be 4 ET. 


. 3 
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is a partial Evidence; and the more ſincerely 
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1 Place, po de ws Lai 2 50 
' Witneſſes are partial ? it is not a Thing to be 
taken for granted ; and Proof he brings none. 
I imagine he ſuppoſes every Witneſs to be par- 
tial to the Side for which he gives Evidence; 
andi if ſo, then every faithful Witneſs to Truth 


concerned for the Truth, the more 
ſtill. 

Secondly, Why $56 he call the Evaigetfts 
1 Witneſſes ? Ts it not the Purpoſe and 
Drift of his whole Book, to ſhe them con- 
tradicting one another in almoſt every Inſtance? 
How then were they combined together? Was 
It part of their Agreement to contradict one 
another? Why did he not tell us what was 
their View in e together? We know 


„ 2 
13 * 


that they were oppreſſed by eus and Hea- 


thens, that they atteſted the Truth of the 


Facts they delivered at the Peril of their Lives 


daily, and at laſt died miſerably and violently 


in Confirmation of the Truth. You ſee what 


their Combination tended too 

Another Queſtion the Cir bas choſen 
to debate, is about the Nature of Chriſts King- 
dom. It very little concerns the Reſurrefion, 
but we muſt take it in our Way, Many Paſſa- 


25! are produced from the Tryal, all ſpeaking 


o this Effect; That Feſus did not pretend 
— 5 t0 a temporal e and that he Son | 


bit Eli. 2 3, Ve. rind Bi. p 3 — 
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Kh 9. ancient Pier des ö 
d Meat, in a different 81 han his 
* Countrymen did, who expected a ah 
* Prince for. their Meffias.” Among theſe | 
- Quotations ſome are taken out of the Mouth 
of the Pleader againſt the Reſurrection, and 
aſcribed to the Author of the Tryal; but this 
Happens ſo frequently, that it oats be endle 
w take Notice of it, as often as it occurs, But 
let us "0 to what Purpoſe theſe Paſſages « are 
uc | 
It was a Part of Waolfttn' J Scheme, to charge 
25 c with a ſecret Deſign of getting tempo- 
tal Power, notwithſtanding he openly dif- 
avowed all ſuch Pretenſions. In anſwer to this 
, the Author of the Tyyal ſhewed, from the 
uniform Character and < Conduct of Feſus, that 
Woolfton's Notion was void of all Colour of 
Support. Does the Cagſiderer now enter into 
the Argument, as it ſtands in the Tryal? No. 
But he takes the Paſſages independent of the 
Argument, of which they are a Part; A and 
thinks that taken by themſelves they are. not 
true. Be it ſo; ps ff then does it len 0 
the Fact of the Reſurrection which he was todiſ- 
prove? Why all this Parade of many Quotations 
from the Thal ſince they do not —— to the 
Point in Diſpute? Some good Friend, I ſu- 
had aſked the-Con/iderer theſe Queſtions 
which he could not anſwer ; and tho he was 
_ unwilling to part with ſo many Quotations at 
once, yet, to as the fame Queſtions being 
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Lr let not Truth be denied 
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| jo ploy He goes on to prod 


gain, Ty OE 4 
16 1b (7. e. the ancient Pro- 
or cundi- 


true, it concerns ant the 


Well then; the Credit na Rel 


is fo far faſe. But he thinks it not true, that 


Chriſt. temporal Power; and Truth 


, . that God would give him. the Throne of 


his Father David, and ſays, that he was called | 
| King of Iſrael, King of the Jews, and rebuked 


not thoſe who gave him the Tithe, And why 
ſhould he e ſince he claimed that 
Title, and never denied that he was Ning 
the Jews? But the Confiderer ſeems not to 


know that there never was a Queſtion between 


Fews and Chriftians, whether Jeſus was, or 
pretended to be, a temporal Print.” Both fides 
agree that he neither was nor pretended to be. 


But the Queſtion was andV is, whether, accord- 


ing to ancient Prophecy, the Meſſias was to be 
a. temporal: Prince. Had not the Prophets de- 
clared him to be a great Prince, there would 
have been no Diſpute whether he was to be a 


temporal or a ſpiritual, Prince. Quoting there- 
Is theſe Prophecies will not determine the 


Queſtion; for the Doubt is not, Whether there + 
are: * Prophecics. or no? R m d 
eee a 


1 839 7 8 
* 7 1 
1 . * 
* hy ” N f mites : 
. % >; in 
v4 * P L x 
* is * a 
. $ 7 3 —— . 3 . 
* . > ; . : 
"op ; 4 F . 
2 0 Þ 


uce Pro- 


r 


—— 
wares Wt 


2 * Ras 
ger Ak Li 


* Ft, — 2 * 
* - -— 7 1 N 
rr „ mY n * 0 
2 — . * r — uu mee. g * 4 9 4 — 5 = 
hm. . — — 1 2 — 
2 g 7 x r — KS - — Ls = . - Ul  ] 
3 1 „ ** * _ N * 88 ä 0 ” 
— OO . ei EST; _ =» of ors ATA. 4 = Py 4 — * — Ma S =. 
- Fae 3 " ö 1 2 * 1 fe Ev At,” 
. - < Fay CSF is 2 m 1 
9 2 . 
* * 7 2 * N a 
— « — * — 1 1 
ry Lag? ets, X A 
w , : "Im be tad. 2 
6 by f _ l — 
o . N 


: 
34 
; 
ti 
5 


ow. — * 0s; hi 5h ea 2. 8 
— I * * wh x 
e . FONG nt a eh rey , 
ny BCA SL, rn . e 
* SAW nds KAI 
D * — 


Kingdom; therefore when he was about to" 
for it, be ound it was not of chis We 
This Confeſſion he prudently made at a 

Dime, tho' it bad not the Effect 10 foros! "his 


al. 37- © Joln wü. * 


oF (186 1 Sy 
Kong of: ce ors bod not” 2 5 


Life, After what has already appeared” of 


this Author's Spirit, it is in vain to complain 


of the Impiety of this Charge of Fraud and 


Deceit upon our Bleſſed Saviour, There is one 
to whom he muſt anſwer for it. In the mean 


time, how will he anfwer to reaſonable” En- 
uirers the Diſingenuity of concealing, * that 

Fi ſo far from denying himſelf to be the 
ng of the Jews, confeſſed it before Pilate ? 


And as to the Nature of this Kingdom he de- 


clared it nat to be of this World a. With what 


| . Conſcience now does the Confiderer alk, how it 


appears by any thing recorded, that Jeſus ex> 


plained away the kingly Office of the Meſfias 7 


lain it away ! No. He infiſted on it to the 
laft, But if he means to ask, whether Fe/irs 


ever explained away the temporal Kingdom ; 
It is manifeſt from every Part and every Cir- 
cumſtance of his Life, that he never claimed 


it, If he means to ask, whether Feſus ever ex- 
plained the Nature of 0 Kingdom of the Mefi- 


as; what more is wanting than his Confeſſion to 
_ Pilate, that he \ Was King 9 the 285 and _ 


d Firſt Edit. p. 15. Third Edit. p. 8. 
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does he read that the Roman Government was 
alarmed, and thought Jeſus a Perſon dange- 
\ Tous to the State? Where does he find that the 
Roman Government perſecuted him to Death ? 


Pilate came unwillingly into their * ; 


; 5 * 27 ris 
- Eise was not of this muri? Was ir 


not ſufficiently declaring, that the ancient Pro- 
5 Mater which foretold the Kingdom of the = 
e 


flias, did not mean a femporal Kingdom? 
But t if Cbriſ did not pretend to tem poral 


: Power, the Confiderer fays, why was the Go- 
, 2 alarmed and Jeſus hooked on as a Perſon 


2 to the State, . who was the beſt Friend 
ws the Roman Government had, to 


ww e 
. 5 0 gs, People fi rom ent bufiaſtit Seditions ? 


775 this be true, it was the wor ft Policy in the 
World for the Romans 75 put him to Death*, 


The Confiderer here has by chance deviated in- 
to more Truth than he was aware of. Feſus 
was. indeed the very Perſon proper to preſerve 
the People from enthuſiaſtic Seditions, and fo 
far a Friend to the Roman Government, But 
'Who told him the Roman Government was 


alarmed ? why he has it from the Tryal; but 
according to Cuſtom has taken the ObjeRtor's 
Words, for the Words of the Author of the 
Tryal. And the Con/iderer would not have 
argued upon this Suppoſition, had he attended 
in "he leaſt to the Goſpel: Hiſtory, Where 


The Jeuiſb Government indeed did: but 


* Fiſt kau p. 14+ Thind Ed. p. p. 7. 
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cannot gueſs, He ſcems to think Feſus under- 
ſtood the Prophecies to relate to a temporal 
Ra, and in conſequence claimed it, and 
that he did not renounce a Kingdom. of this 


rf till driven to it by Deſpair and Neceſ- 


But where did be learn this Secret? not 


BE the Goſpel Hiſtory, nor yet from any 


Enemies of the Goſpel, whether fes or Hea- 
thens; who never have charged Jeſus with 
por. up for temp "Power. The Fews 
to him the Want of temporal Power, 
which they imagine their Meſſias is to exerciſe | 


in the fulleſt Extent, but never accuſe him for 


ple to it. 'One would imagine it im- 


Gel ſlible for any one, who had read the four 


Is or any one of e to entertain this 


_— into the Golpel.; every Page will 
afford a Proof that Feſis, though he - ce] 
to be the King of the Fews foretold in the : an- * 
cient Prophets, yet he diſclaimed all temporal 
Power and Greatneſs, When one o the 0 
Scribes offered to become bis Diſciple, what 
Eneouragement did he find ? Poſſibly this Scribe 
might | conceive Hopes of having a Share 


mn the temporal Kingdom, which * and his 
Countrymen expected. But our Lord unde- 


eeives him, and tells hin : the Foxes have Holes, 


. 
and tbe N the Air have Nets, but the 
EE bat nt wes ey br Beads, 


ing, the Kingdom of Heaven is at bund . 


order then to eſtabliſh this Kingdom, pd 


Power does he give them? were they to iſſue 
out Proclamations notifying that the victorious | 
Prince was come, and calling upon all his Sub- 
jects to arm, and to attend him? Nothing leſs. 
He gives them Power againſt unclean Spurits, 
and fo heal all Diſeaſes, But as to their Con- 
dition in this World, he tells them, they ſhould. 
be brought before Governors for his Sake, and 
FE and adviſes them for - 
their Safety Are tek erſecuted in one City to flee 
e Are theſe Proofs of his en, 
temporal Power? 

In like Manner, amid with like Common 
he ſent out the ſeventy Diſciples. They re- 
turn with great Joy and relate to him their 
| Succeſs: Lord, even the Devils are. ſubjeft to 


us thro” thy Name. And be ſaid unto them, IB. 


held Satanas Lightning, fall from Heaven®. You 

ſee it was the Kiogdown of Satan he came to 

| deftroy, and not the Kingdom of Ceſar. 

© The Apoſtles were in the fame Miſtake with 

the reſt of their Countrymen, and expected a 
N ee an ee nnn 


„Mat viii. 20. bid x. 7. as "98. 
> Mar. x 22. z. Luke x. n 


Were 


* he orders dem expreſily to preach, fo 


5 Fr 5 : 2 e A e 

4 —— —— bo ra rye, nr N Treuen 2 . * e * #- 0 x VR 

— es REESE Ten Cn, is 1 ba 1 : 5 8 r TEE 4 it oe ode 8 een 
i r ſe, St 2 3 > Co Ta, RX on N AF bs 2 2 —— 2 n rr 


4 * © 
5 3 . 3 
Ws * 
Ie + n = * 
r 312 


e 


; 
5 
"8 
9 Ki 
2 
9 
1 
i 
#1 | 
+ 
'Y 
TE 1 
$ 


tx) | 
were WE Solicitors to be firſt Miniſters. Our , 
Lord corrects their Error, and tells them his 
Kingdom was a very different Thing from 
the Kingdoms of the World. 2e know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the * = 
tiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over them-—But jo it 
full not be among yu; but whoſoever would be 
7 among ol, ſhall be your Minter ®. hs, 5 
The .Confiderer thinks no regard is to be 
had to our Lord's Confeflion before Pilate. 
Let us ſee then whether he had not made the 
ſame Declaration to the Rulers of the Fews be- 
fore, and when: he was in no immediate Danger. 
The Rulers of the Fews very well knew, 
that Feſis claimed to be King of the Jews 
foretold by the ancient Prophets; and being 
poſſeſſed with an Opinion that their wiſhed for 
King was to be a temporal Prince, they were 


greatly ſcandalized at his Pretenſions to be 
| King of the Fews, in whom they could diſco- 


ver no Power or Inclination to deliver them 
u the Roman Yoke, They determine there- 
4 o put him to the Proof, and to force 
bill Ihe to declare againſt the Roman. Govern- 
ment, or to. renounce his Pretenſions to the 
Kingdom of Mael. The Phariſees and He- 
rodiens addreſs him with profound Reſpect, 
the better to cover their enſnaring Queſtion; 
Maſter, ae know that thou art wa, and teach. 
ft the Way of God in 5 neither care, 8850 


3 


| Mark 42, 43. | 5 1 Tas i 


98 


reti an 


1 


- 0.4 .« 


5 © Mar. xxii. 16, 17. 
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thou for e for thou regardeft not the: 
Perſon of Men. Tell us therefore what thinkeft 
thou? I it lawful to give Tribute to Ceſar or 
not o? Had our Lord: declared againſt the R- 


man Power, they would have had Matter of 


Accuſation apainſt him. Had he declared for 
it, he would in their Opinion have renounced 
His Claim to be King of the Jews, and given 


them an Opportunity of inflaming the People 


_ againſt him, who could not bear the Thought, 
that the King of the Fews ſhould be ſubject 
to the King of the Romans. But he perceived 
their Wickedneſs and ſaid, Shew me the Tribute 
Money. When they ſhewed a Penny, he ask- 


ed, Whoſe is this Image and Superſcription ? 
They ſay unto him Czſar's. Then ſaith he unto 


| them, Render therefore unto Cæſʒar the Things 
that are Czfar's, and unto God the Things thet | 
are God's. Could a clearer Anſwer: — given 
to ſhew, that the Kingdom to be ſet up by 
God, and the Kingdom of Cz/ar were conſiſt- 
ent together, without interfering with each 
. ether, ſince the Fews might pay Obedience to 
both, without offending either? And if the 
. Kingdom to be ſet up by God according to an- 
cient Prophecies, was to ſubmit to the King- 
dom of Cæſar, it is manifeſt it could not be a 
temporal Kingdom; nor the Prince of that 
Kingdom ſuch a victorious Prince as the Scribes 
and 8 N art EK not then n Au- 13 
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Pilate, That he was indeed King of the Few 
but bis Kingdom was not of this World. - [> ws 
I will refer the Reader but to one Paſſage 


more on this Head. In Matt. xxi. our Lord, 


in a Parable, ſhews the Rulers of the Fews, 
that the Kingdom they , would, 


their wicked and obſtinate Behaviour, be taken 
from'them : 3 


dom was come! It is aid ex- 
pro, * that the chief Prieſts and Phari- 
3 that be hal of them, and fo 
——— ne.” 
The Author of the Tryal. had ſaid that 
Fefus fell into Diſgrace with his Coun 


and ſuffered for oppoſing their Notions. of a 


victorious Meffias. To which the Confiderer 


fays, I believe eee e that Jeſus. 


1-3 ered for this Cauſe 
+. 5 — Conceit muſt 


a of his own Opi- 
nion, if he thinks it ought to paſs without 
Proof for a ſufficient Anſwer | to fuch En 

The nent Queltion ſtarted 1 
* « Whether 8 own Death 
* and Reſurrection ; and he is willing to 
n he did not; but fer no other Reaſon that 


» Firſt Edit. p. r3. Third Edir. 7. * Vit Edie. 


. 20, Third Edit. p. . 


Thi 18 : ab Confeſſion LY 5 


or 


bt. 9 


Very -conciſe! - but 
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* At 1 — 
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7 5 > A 


5 4 33 

Tea OR bat 58 4 Js Auchor of d 
Tryal afſerts that he did. The Confiderer had 
rved before, that the Conqueſt the 'Tryat 
fem to have over My. Woolſton, as occaſioned 
by bis granting too nch; and he is determin- 
ed to pes) is Fault, And to grant nothing. 
1 am not ſure, ſays he, that Jeſus did foretell 
bis. um Death and Refurrettion, only that: the 
2 s ſay he did; nor that be referred, to 

| ty of ancient Prophecies, to prove that | 
the Meſſus was to die and rife again, only that 
Tread'fo*. What does all this amount to? 
Has he not manifeſtly given up this Point to 
the Author of the Trya/? for what did that 
Author undertake more than to ſhew from 
the Evangeliſts, that Chriſt foretold his Death 
and  Refurrettion? and the Cmfiderer admits 
that the Evangeliſts indeed tell him fo. One 
would think now the Diſpute over. No: the 
 Confiderer will not take their Word. Well then; 
what Proof has he to the contrary? None; he 
pretends to none; but is determined not to believe 
them. I admire at his Modeſty in calling his Book 
an Anſwer to the Tryal only; he might with 
as good Reaſon have called it, an Anſwer to 
all that ever was, or ever will be publiſhed in 
Defence of Chriſtianity; for all W on 
the Credit of the Goſpel Hiſtory. | 
But he fays, the IE report Prophe- 


: g ig and third Edt. p. . ug Edit, py 20. 


"A. 


g cies . Were never delivered ; and this he 


34 proves from. the Conceſſion of t the Author 2 i 
the Thal. But this Picce of Management 
5 Candy y to Fo called by ſo. foft, a Name as. 3 


e) has been taken notice of before, t 
which I refer the Reader. 


Let us then examine this Queſtion, en 3 


Chrift foretold his Death and Reſurrection? 


1. The Confiderer maintains that the chief $ 
: Prieſts and Rulers of the Fews-never heard of 
any. Prediction of the Death and Reſurrection. 


of Chr:ft," and hence infers, that they had no 

Pretence for guarding the Sepulchre, and con- 
ſequently that the Account given by St. Mar- 

 thew of guarding and W the Kane is 
all Forgery * 


e aus that Clrif. five. times 6 
told his Death and Reſurrection to his Diſci- 


ples, and that in ſo plain a Manner, that it 
Was impoſſible for WG not to underſtand him 
clearly. But it appearing in the Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel, that they did not underſtand him 


he infers there were no ſuch Predichiqns, , but 1 


that they are mere Forgery 9. 


As he allows. the five Predictions to 7 — 


Diſciples to be clear and expreſs, there is no- 


50 wanting under this Head, but to account 


for what'1 is 28 in the PRIN, that the 1 


x7 


FS 


f * Page 6 6, ec. « Firſt Edit. p. 32. | | Third 


Edit. p. 24. 31. _ * Firſt Edit. p. Lin bine Edit. 


p. 24. e 
1 1 


N * 4 
6 4 7 _ 
1 Fg . 


wh did not nd . was d to them, 

which will be conſidered in due Time: © © 

As to the Feu, whether they had any 
eſe to apprehend that Chriff might proba- 
bly prove a true Prophet, and riſe from the 
dead, muſt appear not only from the Pre- 
dictions {aid to be given them, but from what 
they could not avoid knowing, the many Mira- 
cles done in his Life Time; for it is the Cha- a 
racter of the Perſon in this Caſe, that gives 
Weight to the Prediction. The Author of 
the Tryal put it on this Foot. © It muſt ne- 
18 Lacke be that they had düilberbred ſome- 

© « thing in the Life and Actions of 'Chrift, 

— 4 hich raiſed this Jealou * and made them 

| hien to a Prophecy in this Caſe, which in 
« any other they would have deſpiſed. - — For 

« had the Jews been perfuaded that he per- 

4 ct formed no Wonders 1 in his Life, they would 

f | © not have been afraid of Teing Dy done 

T 

t 


«| by him after his Death 

* ps no Confiderer, in Anſwer to this Reaſbin. 
* 188. reſorts in the firſt place to his uſual 
> - Charge, that the Account given of the Appre- 
8 henſion the Jews were under, and their Con- 
N cern to guard the Sepulchre, is all Forgery. 
* But out of this forged Account he has taken 
* two Words, which paſs with him for authen- 

tic Hiſtory, The Fews ſay unto Pilate, Sir, 

we remember that a aid, while he Was get 


r BY 
v3 ua 


el, . 38. 1 CIT 
| „ | 5 alive 


FR Igls t be a R if we rake their 
Opinion from their own Words, vis. We remem- 
- ber that Deceiver ſaid®. From this lame, 
crippled, and at beſt miſrepreſented Piece of 
Hiſtory, the Confiderer draws-a Conſequence 
which is to ſtand againſt the united Authority 
of all the Goſpels, wiz. that the Fews were per- 
fk he performed no Wonders in his Life, 
What now is to be done? muſt I tranſcribe 
Part of the Goſpels to confute ſo ſhame- 
les an Aſſertion? I would hope that no Chri- 
ſtian is fo, unacquainted with the Hiſtory, of 
. Chriſt, as to want any Aſſiſtance in this Caſe. 
But however, to give Satisfaction to all, who 
are willing to receive it, I will produce ſome 
few Paſſages, in which the Scribes, Phariſees, 
and chief Prieſts themſelves; were either Eye- 
Vitneſſes of the Miracles, or Appear fully ac- 
dne with them. 
O pon our Lord's firſt Appearance, and heal. 
| ing all manner. of Diſeaſes. among the People, 
his Fame wn through . 8 vun there Jar 


5 1 Lp Fir HY p. 37. and to. the ame Purpoſe, Third 
ic. ü 

5 rr Ear p. hs Third Edit. de. oe 
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unacquainted with them? Many of "his Mi- 
racles were performed in public Places of Re- 
ſort, in Preſence of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and they took Counſel againſt him, how they might 
_  deſiroy lim. But ſo far were they from de- 


cles, however unwilling they were to admit 
the divine Power of Tejas. 
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it poſſible when. all the Country 
W with the Miracles, 2 ah chief 
Priefts and. Rulers, ſhould- be. the only Perſons 


nying that Miracles were wrought, that they 


endeavour to account for them; tlas Fellov 
doth. not caſt out Devils, but. by: Beelzebub: the 
Prince of the Devils. In the very Temple it- 
ſelf the Blind and the Lame came — ani he 
healed them n. And it follows immediately, 


. the chief Prieſts | and Phariyees- ſau the 
wonderful Things that he did they were fare:difs 


pleaſed, When our Lord healed the blind Man, 
who. fat begging by the Way; the Phariſens had 
the blind Man before them and his Parents 


alſo, and examined them ſtrictly as ta his 
miraculous Cure. And aſter all chair En Enquiry 
they were forced to admit the Truth of the Mi- 


The Scribes were 
Witneſſes to the Cure wrought upon one ſick 


of n _ in * nnn. r rae 
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only Method to dex the Influence he gained 
over the People, is notorious. But were they 


- 
4 
nl 1 nf 


he b Pics and Phariſees 0 — 
* at was to be done upon „ 
e, fo " this Men ae. _ T0 


It CS bs ble, pode all the 5 1. 
go. of Scripture” that ſpeak to the ſame Par- 
Theſe already cited will enable the Rea- 


— 
in 92 


fer 0 apply word Wh . 0 frequently 


-2 Abe e; now 8 What Effect Wes 
Miracles had upon the Scribes and chief Prieſts? 
That they were extremely alarmed appears 
plainly, and that they ſought his Life, as the 


clear of all Doubts themſelves? Had they no 
Miſgivings of Mind, that he might poſſibly 
be what he pretended to be? Conſider their 
Behaviour after they had ſecured his Perſon, 
and carried him before Pilate: They accuſe 


him of many Things, and among the reſt, of 
Sedition ag 


ainſt the Roman Government. Had 
they believed it themſelves, what need of kur- | 
ther Examination? What Occaſion had they 
to:enquire of a Cheat and an Impoſtor, whether 
ver- v e of God, or no? And yet t the 


chief Prieſts made this Enquiry with the ut- 


moſt. Concern and Solemnity: I adjure thee 
2 m Fong 0, that oy * us, \ whether. 


| * Mar 1 6. eln xi 47. en e e 


- thou 


ict Prieſt wh Suſpicion, © | no © Jeabop 6 ſy 1 bit 


might be the Chr:ft, when he made this ſo- 
"om Adjuration to him? Would he have uſed. 
the ſame Form to the ſame Purpoſe to Barub- 


© bas or any other common. Malefactor? The 
Thing ſpeaks. itſelf;, and ſhews the Anxiety of 
Mind under which the chief Prieſt acted, and 


how far he was from bein  tichod,. that . | 


ks was an Impoſtor and a Deceiver. 


When our bleſſed Lord hung upon the Croſs, 


the chief Prieſts and Elders recovered Spirit 
and ſaid.— be ſaued others, himſelf le carne . 


ſabe r. He ſaved others! What! do they mean 
that he never wrought any Miracles, as the 


Cuonſiderer ſuppoſes? Quite otherwiſe, they ac- 
knowledge his Miracles by which others were 


ſaved, referring (tis probable) to his raiſing the 


Dead; but they imagined now they had found 
the Extent. * — and that he could nut 


ſave himſelf. It will perhaps be ſaid, this was 


Mockery. Be it ſo; there was no Mockery 


1 in ſaying, he ſaved others; the Inſult is expreſ- 
ſed in the other Part, himſelf be cannot ſaue. 


They go on with their Mockery; i he be the 


King of Iſrael, let him now come drum from the 

1 G. But why all this Triumph in being de- 

| livered from the King of J#ae/? had they ne- 
ver ad t he wrath ers 3 Ss 6; 


— - Matt. xvi. 63. 4 . xxvũ. 41. 


— Mirth did not 1ſt Mita! Wher 
dvi dicd, Nature ſeemed to die wich him; 
there was' Darkneſs over all the Earth,” the Sur 
was darkened” and the Veil of the Temple Was 
rent in tbe Mia. The Roman Centurion 
was ſo affected with it, that he glorified Gl 
 faying, This was'a righteous Man. And all the 
People that came together to that Sight, behold-. 

ing the Things which rere done, ſinote their 
| Breaſts and returned*, In what Manner the 
chief Prieſts and Scribes behaved on this Oe. 
caſion, we are not told. Probably they with- 
drew filently, unwilling to diſcover any Fears 
or Apprehenſion before the People. But could 
they be unaffected? If ever they had heard of 
our Lord's Prophecy, that he would riſe again, 
could they help” remembring it now? They 
Had ſeen him expire on the Croſs, but that was 
no Eaſe to their Minds in reflecting on the Pro- 

y of his Reſurrection; for he had foretold 

Death and the Manner of it, as well as 
His Reſurrection. The firſt Part they had ſeen 
accompliſhed, and had Reaſon gc fear the laſt 
would r 
theſe Things er We The ir , 
Priefts had been Witneſſes of his Power to 
work Miracles in his Life Time; they knew 
he claimed to be King of the Jes; they 


Luke xxiii. 44, 45. 47, 48. 5 SK 555 
PR S a ICW 


— 


5 Kin ie and War 4 moſt ent | 
3 Aden from the chief Prieſt, even when 
he was his Priſoner, he had confeſſed that he 
was the Chrift the Son of God, and that they. 
ſhould ſee him again coming in Glory, They 
had heard him even on the Croſs maintain his 


Character, and promiſe Paradiſe to the peni- 


tent Thief; they ſaw the Sun darkened, the | 


Veil of the Temple rent; the Roman Guard at 


the Croſs, and all the Spectators aſtoniſhed.— - 
Surrounded with this amazing Scene, could 


they deſpiſe the Predictions of his Reſurrection F 
Could they: remember them without great Ap- 
prehenſions, that they might prove true? Who- 
ever can ſuppoſe it, not only contradicts the 


expreſs Declaration of the Goſpel Hiſtory, but 


ſhews himſelf to be but little acquainted with | 
the Sentiments of human Nature, 


But here the Confiderer ſtops us again. He ; 


I ſays, he finds no Account, where or 2 fach 
public Prophecy was delivered before the Prieffs 


and Phariſees, in any of the four Evangelifts *,. - 


But what if ſuch Prophecies were delivered be- 
fore others, and reported by Perſons of Credit, 
to the chief Prieſts and Phariſees, will not that 


be ſufficient? He thinks not; but all the Rea- | 


ſon he has for thinking ſo is, becauſe they fay . 
to Pilate, We remember that Deceiver ſaid, while 
1 Was Jet. alive, After. three Days - 7 will riſe. 


«rin Edit p. 43. Thir Edie. p. 18. | e 
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F 
| again. Nom, fays he, "the Wardi, we remem- 
ber, „ i that they beard lim ſoy fo. Is is very | 
ben e e. He againſt ſuch a a 
Writer, not only common. Senſe, but com- 
mon Language. Where does he learn that the 
Word remember is never uſed, but of Things 
ſpoken directly to ourſelves? Cannot a Man 
remember what he reads and what is re- 
es to him? The chief Prieſts do not fay, 
emember he ſaid To us, but, We remember he 

faid, while be 5 yet alive; but to whom he 
ſaid, or how 1 it came to __ Rowen, hey 


do not fay. . 
The Confiderer . hs Fews could not 


poſlibly underſtand, what our Saviour Had of 
the Sign of Fonas, to relate to his Reſurr . 
I JIiffer entirely with him; and though I do not 
ſuppoſe our Saviour did intend it as a clear Pro- 
phecy, to be underſtood at the Time it was 
„ K yet the Words uſed came {9 near to a 
ription of a Reſurrection, that if once the 
Feuss cis at all apprehenſive of a Reſur- 
rection, they could not but apply our Saviour "a 
Words to it. But be this as it will; let us 
examine whether the chief Prieſts and Scribes 
had not other Ways of coming to the Know- 
ledge of what they affirm, that Feſks. faid in 
his "Life Time, After three * L will . 5 
; 2455 Confplerer admits that our þ did five 
Times foretell to his Diſciples, that he ſhould 
dic and riſe again the third Dy. : So plain 


and 


R 1 * - 0 ä 
> a> ch TCC C74 re re ng —— re bt A En v2 oa an ab 
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be cannot believe there is any Truth in the 
Goſpel, when it tells us, the Diſciples under- 


ſtood them not. But though they 


derſtand the Meaning of the Prophecy, for 
Reaſons to be given hereafter, yet they under- 


ſtood the Language, or the Import of the 
Words; or elſe what did St. Peter (if he un- 
derſtood not the Words) reprove his Lord for, 
when he foretold this Event? If they under 


ſtood the literal Senſe. of the Words ſpoken to 


them, they might report them, and others un- 
derſtand the Meanings though they did not. 


And thus at leaſt, the chief Prieſts might come 
to know, tae Fe 21 had foretold his Reſur- 


ion. 


But the Conſe 


and for the Sake of his ment, he is wil- 


ling for once to ſuppoſe the Apoſtles to act ho- 


neſtly, and to keep the Secret; and conſe- 


quently that the ee of theſe Prophecies 
could not reach the chief Priefts. But his Rea- 
ſoning is founded on two Miſtakes; for firſt it 

that all the five Predictions - 

were made to the Apoſtles only. Secondly, 


does not appear 


it is plain in the Goſpel Hiſtory, Secrecy was 
not enjoined with reſpect to theſe Predictions. 


A little Attention to the N will clear up 


: theſs Facts. 


We read in St. Luke of Orift's Diſciples, - 
SR N 


wt vikes 0 Mediators ts be, that 


did not un- 
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derer Goh to eppes chat theſe 
Predictions were private, given to the Apoſtles 
only, and that they were enjoined Secrecy; 
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YER ever rhe had cl oſer A 
Gd expreſsly, * i 


twelve, whom: alja 


175 WE; Sunne, | 
pany + of Diſciples, . who. attend bim. _ His . 
tebelve Diſciples or Apoſtles are ſent out to 
preach, Luke ix. 1. n other Diſciples 
are ſent with like Com 


ion, Lake x. 1. 


Theſe laſt were Diſciples, though not Apoſtles, 


This being the Cale, there. #- no+ Reaſon to 


conclude, that when the Goſpel tells us, that 
our Lord made any Declaration to his Diſci- 


ples, that ſuch Declaration was made to the ; 


Apoſtles only. And it is obſervable; that when, 
the Evangeliſts intend to diſtinguiſh the Apo- 


ſtles from other Diſciples, they call them either 
Taekve, and not ſimply Diſ- 
ciples. Thus, Lake ix. 1. When he lud called the. 

twelve Diſciples, he gave them Power, Sc. 
wdtes by the ſame Cha- 


racter his twelve Diſciples, X. I. and in the 


Apoſtles, or the 


St. Matthew likewiſe de 


n Verſe calls them Apoſtles... In the 
vit of St. ohn thi 
dent; at 1 66. we od. From that Time many 
of his Diſciples went back, and walked no more. 
with him. It follows; then ſaid. Feſus wnta 


the Twelve, Will ye alſo go away? The Diſ- 
ciples then preſent at our Lord's Diſcourſe. 
were more, probably many more, than the Apo- 
ſtles. It is not therefore neceſſarily to be con- 


chan that, when OUT. Saviour foretold 1 | 


{ 


Di/ciples to bim, e r ahſe 


the Diſtinction is moſt evi- 


4-4, 


* 
5 


ſerue — 


1 = kn 2 ? IA wy firſt i is — to 


Diſciples; the ſecond only to Peter, 


Janes, and Jobn*s the thied to his Nb: . 
and the fourth ang. fifth were to the twelve 
Apoſtles only *. - And it is obſervable, that 


all the Exaneclifts Who mention the, ſecond 


Prediction, take Care. ta inſorr 
| given to Peter, Jamet, LY | oily : 8. 
WIE Jas. me oath: and oo yt exprebly, 


1 adit, 5 5 St. Mark; 25 be paſſed through, | 
Galilee, - and would not -that am Mani ſhould. 
know it, fon he taught his Diſciples, The” Jon of 
Man is delivered, Gc. — and ſhall rife the third, 


Day... Upon, which the Gfiderer fays, Ob. 
the Rain er 1 Privacy- 


— * Mar 1 1 95. Ec. "Mark wi. wel 31. ; Yong 
18. 2 Matt. xvii, 1. 9, Mark ix. 2. 9. 
% att. xvii. 19. 22. Mark ix. 29. 31. * Mart. i 
17, Se. Mark x. 32, Cc. Luke xvii. 31, Ce. Mat. 
xxvi. 20. n Mark xiv. * 289 Mark i. 5er. 


OT) „ ; 
was, becauſe he told this to bis D Diſciples, and 
ould have ns l e bro. That our 


Saviour told this to the Diſciples and not to the 


Multitude, is admitted. But the Queſtion. is, 
who theſe Diſciples were, whether the Twelve 
only, or others together with them; and the 
Confiderer's Obſervation is of no Moment to- 
wards determining this Point. | 
I do not pretend to affirm, that the Twelve 
may not be ſometimes meant, where Diſciples 
only are mentioned without any other Diſtin- 
ction; but, for the Reaſons given, the Canſiderer 


had no Right to take it for granted, that all 


the Predictions were given to the Twelve on- 
90 and to raiſe, N pa dee Upan this Suppe. 2 
tien ke | 
Had the Con lerer known, what a due At- 
tention to the Goſpels would have taught him, 
the Reaſon of our Lord's opening to his Diſ- 
cCiples and Apoſtles the Sufferings he was to 
undergo, he would not have ſuſpected any De- 
ceit in his Conduct. When our Saviour ga- 
thered Diſciples at firſt, and out of them choſe 
twelve Apoſtles, he ſent them out to preach that 
the Kingdom was at hand, and gave them great 
Powers over unclean Spirits, and all Diſeaſes. 
After ſome time he enquires of them; what 
the World thought of him; they report to 


him the different Opinions the Country had of f 


him. He then aſks, But whom ſay ye that I 
am? Peter in the Name of the reſt anſwers, 


Ti bow art the Chri * Upon which he began 
imme- 


6 6 U the chaps Evangeliſt expreſly 


obſerve) to teach them what things the, Son 
of Man ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould riſe 


the third Day. Conſider now what was the 
Connexion between St. Peter's Confeſſion, and 
the Prediction of the Sufferings and Reſurrec- 
tion of Cbriſt, which fo cloſely. followed it. 


The Diſciples had preached the Approach of 


the Kingdom, had er by the — be- 


ſtowed on them, what Power their Maſter | 


had; and our Lord now perceived upon the 
Confeſſion of Peter, that they took him to be 


the Chrift. He well underſtood what Conſe- 


S this Notion would produce; he knew 


Opinion of the Fews in general, and of the 
Diſciples too, was, That Cbriſt abideth for ever 5. 
and was to be ſubject to no Power, but to 


. exerciſe Power and Dominion without End 

which they likewiſe apprehended to be tem- 
poral Power and Dominion, Our Lord, who 
took all proper Occaſions to diſclaim temporal 
Power, found it neceſſary now to guard the 
Conduct of his Diſciples, who were very likely 
to give Umbrage to the Jeus, by the Hopes 
they conceived themſelves of being their Ma- 


ſter a great temporal Prince. To prevent theſe 


ill Effects, he charges them in the firſt Place 
to tell no Man, that he ꝛbas the Chriſt ; for ſuch 
open Declaration to the People, conſidering 


what Notion. they had of the {nr dl ex- 


5 John xii. 34. . 
| pected 
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8 Power. In the next place, to mo- 
derate the Expectations of his Diſciples, and 


to beat down the Pride and Vany, which 
would naturally ariſe from them, he tells them 


he was to ſuffer many things, and even Death 
itſelf; but at the fame time, to keep them 


from abſolute Deſpair, he gives them to e 
ſtand that he ſhould riſe again. 


This Doctrine he began to teach upon che 


© Occaſion mentioned, as the Evangeliſts parti- 


cularly remark, intimating that it was frequent- 


ly repeated and inculcated. 80 little were the 
Diſciples prepared to receive it, that St. Peter 


rebuked his Maſter for talking about ſuffering; 
Be ii md from thee, Lord; This ſhall-not be unto 


thee >, Which explains another Paſſage in the 


following Chapter, very much abuſed by the 


ee, where our Saviour foretells again, 


The Son of Man ſhall be betrayed into the Hands 
of” Men. — They ſhall kill him, and the third 


Day he ſhall 71 1. again; and they were exceeding . 
- forrowful ', He ſubjoins to this a Paſſage from 


St. Mark, where our Saviour tells the Diſci- 


ples, the Son of Man muſt be killed, and, after be 
is killed, he ſhall riſe the third Day : : and they 
underſtood not that Saying *. Hear now the 
Confiderer "© Tis * Jrange, yu he, 5 


b Matt. xvi. 22. 
Matt. xvii. 22, 23 


* Mark i ix. 


. 


they 


"Sa. M6... 


as ett ̃ . a. at iꝛä!ꝛ! ·· br > 


af oe adn af £.-. 


Was ever any thing ſo 
8 prone! Is it not plain they were ſorry to hear 


much he was to ſuffer ; and that the Say- 


ing which they did not udcderſtand was His 
rifing again from the Dead? They could not 


conceive how Cbriſt could die, nor what could I 


be meant by his riſing again. Is there any 
Inconſiſtency in this ? none, but to ach as are 
willfully blind. 

Our Saviour nd it neceſſary on this Oc- 
caſion, not only to acquaint his Diſciples with 
the Sufferings he was to ſubmit to, but the 
People alſo, in order to prevent their having 
wrong Notions of him and his Kingdom, 
ſhould they hear or ſuſpect him to be the 
Chriſt; and therefore he adds immediately,— 
be called the People unto him, with his Diſci- 
ples, and ſaid, Whoſoever will come after = 
let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and 


follow me; So far was our Lord from making a 
Secret iof his Sufferings, or giving the 1 


any Hopes of a temporal Deliverance! 
But the Con/iderer ſuppoſes, that the 


were enjoined Secrecy, and forbid to liſh | 
theſe Predictions. Upon the Strength of Which 


Suppoſitions he argues, that the chief Prieſts 


fark, a 45 that they ſlould put nderftand hal 


* 


could know nothing of theſe Predictions. The 


Apoſtles are indeed enjoined Secrecy, not with 


* Firk Edit. p. 30 Third Edit. p. 22. Mark ix. 34. 
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Mat. xyi. 20. e 


© ww > ww 


wa. 


eſpe to the Death and Reſurrection of Feſur, 


? but with reſpect expreſsly to this Point only, 


that he was the Chriſt. St. Matthew has ſo de- 
termined this, that there can be no Doubt. : 
Then charged he his Diſciples, that they. ſhould 


tell no. Man, that he was Jeſus the Chrift<. 
After the Transfiguration, that the Diſciples, 


who had ſeen his ſurprizing Glory, ſhould not 


from thence raiſe falſe Notions of his Power, 


thought proper to enjoin them Secrecy till 


_ after the Reſurrection: But Secrecy in what? 
not that he was to ſuffer and to riſe again, but 
| Secrecy with reſpect to the glorious Viſion they 


had ſeen, and the Voice from the Cloud, 


which proclaimed him Chrift the Son of God. 


Lay now theſe Things together, and conſider, 
whether it was not probable that the chief 


Prieſts had perfect Intelligence even of theſe 
Predictions. Our Saviour never made a Se- 


cret of them ; and as ſome of them were de- 


1 livered to his Diſciples in general, and many of 


his Diſciples forſook him (as we read in the 


fixth of St. John) the chief Prieſts, who were 


very inquiſitive into the Conduct of Feſus, 


might by Report from the Apoſtles themlelves, 
or at leaſt by Report from thoſe Diſciples 


who forſook him, have perfect Knowledge of 


theſe Prophecies. But let us go on to other 


Prophecies. The Confiderer ſays, he has ex- 


 anined St. John, and finds that he ſays met 6 


Mord 


not with a Deſign of repeating what the other 
Evangeliſts had fully delivered, but chiefly to 


9 


Words he denies it all. But theſe Beauties oc- 


cur too frequently to be attended to. As to his 


Examination of St. John, I am by no means 
willing to rely on it, and muſt beg Leave to 


examine after him. But how comes he to be 
ſo ſurpriſed to find the Prophecies of Chri/t's 


Death and Reſurrection, ſo plainly contained in 


other Goſpels, omitted in St. Jom? Did he 


never hear that St. Fohn, who outlived the 
other Evangeliſts, was defired by the Biſhops 


of Ala to publiſh a Goſpel, to 1 and 


compleat the Relation of Ci Life and 
ctrine? They had without Queſtion heard 


many Things of him, not recorded by the other 
Evangeliſts; and thought ; it of great Importance 
to the Chriſtian Church to have them tranſ- 


mitted to Poſterity, with the Authority of an 
Apoſtle. St. John therefore wrote his Goſpel, 


preſerve the Memory of wa they had omit- 


ted. Theſe Prophecies, therefore, being (as 


the Confiderer admits) fo very clearly contained 


in the other Goſpels, was the very Reaſon Why 


St. John omitted them. Whoever with tole- 


rable Care compares St. Fohn with the other 
_ Goſpels, - will find this to be frequently the 


Caſe. And it will appear plainly to be ſo, in 


: : Firſt Edit. p. 32. Third Edit. P23. : 
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Werdof it; but dies it alle. If he ſays not 
a'Word of it, I would fain know in what 
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Jahn xi. 8. 


6 T7 52 7 ant co 
the Hiſtory of the Women who went firſt to 


the Sepulchre, which there will be Occa 
1 85 to conſider. | 
But though St. Join, for the Real proved 
given, has omitted expreſsly to fepeat the Pre. | 
dictions mentioned by the other Evangeliſts, yet 
FE own it would be ſurprizing to to find no men- 
tion made by Chri/t in his Life Time, of the 
Circumſtances of his Death and Reſurrection ; 
conſidlering how many Diſcourſes of our Lord 
to his Diſciples and others are reported in St. 
1 s Goſpel. Let us enquire then. 12 
In the twelfth and following Chapters, a great 
Part. of our Lord's Diſcourſes to his Diſciples 
plainly refers to the Predictions he had given 


10n | 


them of his Death and Reſurrection. The 


Huu is come, ſays our Lord, when the Son of 


Man * be ghirified*. Of what Hour he 


ſpeaks appears Y 27. Now 7s my Soul troubled, 


and a 2 T jay 5 Father, ſave me from' this 


Hour ; but for this Cauſe came I unto this 
Hour, And at Chap. xiii. 1. And when Jeſus 
knew that his Hour was come, that he ſhould 


depart out of this World, c. The Ex- 


preflion made uſe of by Jeſus, tze Hau- is 
come; ſuppoſes the Diſciples had Notice before, 
that ſuch an Hour was to be expected. If fo, 


_ theſe Paſſages have Reference to the Predicti- 
ons recorded in the other Goſpels; if not, 


they are of themſelves F at leaſt of I 


* 
, 
wy 
* 
his 


N 1 ) 
bis Death. That our Lord / himſelf meant 


theſe as Predictions is manifeſt in Chap. xiii. 19. 


where having . ſaid, that Judas ſhould betray 
him, he adds, Now I tell you before it come, 
that "when it is come to paſs, ec may believe that 


Jam be. Having given them this Notice of 
his Death, he endeavours to ſupport their Spi- 


rits under the Expectation of it. Let not your 


Heart be troubled-—T go to prepare a' Place for 


you—T will not eng you comportleſs, I will 
come to ye Ye now therefore have Sorrow, 
but I will ſee you again, and your Heart ſhall 
rejoice, and your Joy no Man ſhall tale from 
von A little while and ye ſhall not ſee me, 
and again @ little while and ye ſhall [ee me, 
| Theſe and many other like Paſſages in St. 
John relate plainly to the Death and Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt; of which, if you take the 
Confiderer's Word, St. Job has ſaid nothing. 
80 far were theſe Predictions from being de- 


 livered as Secrets to the Apoſtles, that St. alm 


informs us, he foretold his Sufferings to many 
others. When Nicodemus came to him, he 
tells him, that as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in 
the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man be 
hifted up *, The fame Thing in the fame 


Language is ſaid to the People. The C. N 


deres will ſay here is another Riddle; what are 


we to underſtand by lifting up? Can you have 


a better than vt, Joln himſelf? He 


F John xiv. 1, 2. oy 18. * xvi. 22. Ab. 


16. p * Ib. iii. 14. Ib. viii. 28. 
. 6 will 
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will tell you, 1 ord u 1 . 
- Hon, feng r Death be ſhould die m. 
And that the Language was: well underſtood at 
the Time, appears by the Anſwer the People 
made him ; We have heard out of the Law, that 
_ Chriſt abideth fir ever; aud how ſayeſ#" thou, 
_ The Son of Man muſt be lifted ups? In Conſe- 
quence of this Prediction he tells the Phariſees,” 
Tet a little while, I am with you, and they I g%ο 
unto him that ſent me. Te ſhall ſeek me and 
ſpall not find me, and where'T am, thither ye can- 
not come e. Take now theſe Sayings oF St. 
Fohn, and apply them to the Sign of Fonas, 
and the Expoſition of it given by our Lord. 
that the Son of Man ſhould be three Days and 
| three Nights in the Heart of the Earth, and 
they will give Light to each other, ſuppoſing 
the Jeus to have had no clearer. Predictions of 
Cbriſt's Death and Reſurrection before them. 
But that they had clearer, has, 1 think, al- 
ready appeared. 

But there is ſtill one way more by which 
this Intelligence might come to them. The 
laſt Prophecy of his Death and Reſurrection 
was given at his laſt Supper to the twelve A 
ſtles: Judas was at the Supper, and heard the 
Prophecy, and went directly to the chief Prieſts 
to concert Meaſures for apprehending Jeſus. 
Can you ICE. that e did not G 3pegh , 


” = Chap. xii. 33. w. ver. 3 


2 P vii, 355 34. rt _ 
Wwnere 


(5) 
bene kits Maſter was, and what he was . 
ing ? Can you imagine that Fudas would omit 
to entertain them with an Account of the 
Deſpair in which he left him, propheſying of 
his Death which he found unavoidable, and 
filling his Diſciples Heads with a ſilly Notion 
of his riſing again? If it is natural to ſuppoſe 
this to have been the Caſe, you ſee a plain 
way, by which the chief Prieſts came to 2 
that Tejas ſaid in his Life-time, that be would 
riſe after three Days. 

The Confiderer having proved, as * ſup- 
poſes, that the chief Prieſts knew nothing of 
any Prophecy of a Reſurrection, makes uſe of ; 10 
it to charge St. Matthew with a Forgery, in —_— 

the Story he relates of their guarding the Se- | TRA 
Ss Can any Man of common Senſe thin te 

it probable, that the Prieſls and Phariſees ſhould 7 
be alarmed about the Reſurrection of Jelus, if bi tt 
they never heard any thing more of it than has i 
been mentioned? Whether the chief Prieſts 
were as. unacquainted with the Prophecies of 

the Reſurrection, as he ſuppoſes, muſt be left 
to the Reader upon what has been already ſaid. 

But the Confiderer has other Objections a- 
gainſt the Story, told by St, Matthew of guard- 
ing the Sepulchre, which muſt be attended to. 
Tis ſtrange that Jeſus ſhould ſo exprefly foretel 

lis Reſurrettion to his Diſciples, and ſay nothing 
Plein of it to the Scribes and Phar: ſees, yet that 


» Firſt Edit. p. 33. Third Edit. p. as” 1 9 
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they ſhould be FA PL 75 the Winds of „ 
Man they did not believe, as to watch for- * 
| WT. the Diſtiples'' not underfland \ or _ | 
In ſtating this Caſe the | Con - 
125 that the Scribes Phe. 
riſees had no Notice of a Reſurrection, but 
from the dark Intimations to them, that the 25 
Sign of Jonas, Sc. ſhould be given them. 
If I have given the Reader Satisfaction that 
the Caſe was otherwiſe, and that the Scribes 
and Phariſees were apprized of much clearer 
and more expreſs Prophecies of the Reſurrec-, 
tion, there will be no Occaſion to give any far- | 
ther Account .of their Solicitude in guarding 
the Sepulchre. But one Queſtion ſtill remains; 
How came the Diſciples not to underſtand theſe 
| Prophecies, and to have no Expectation of a 
Re wreftion? The Fact is admitted, and we 
are called upon to give an { Account WIE | 
Behaviour. 
There is, I think, but one way of account- 
ing for the Actions of Men; which is by com- 
| them with their Opinions and Perſua- 
ions, and the Circumſtances they were in at 
the Time of doing ſuch Actions; and con- 
_ fidering what Men under ſuch Circumſtances, 
and ſuch Perſuaſions would naturally do. And 
in this Method a very reaſonable Account may 
= en, both of che Conduct of the Rulers 
Jews, and of the ONE” R 
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OY "Fg now; it was the general and firms 
Nen of all the Jet, of the Rulers and 


Diſeiples equally, that the Chrit, whenever he 
came, was 10 abide for ever; to be a Prince of 


Power, to ſubdue his and his Country's E- 


nemies with - uninterrupted Succeſs. This 
Propoſition therefore, that the Christ ſhould. die, 


according to the Feuiſe Notion, contained an 


abſolute Abſurdity. Now the Diſciples were 


ſtrong in_ this Gal, that Jeſus was the 
Cbriſi; they were confirmed in it by every 
freſh Inſtance of Power and Authority which 
they ſaw him exert. Our Lord was ſenſible 


how this Opinion would operate, and therefore, 


from the Time that gui found they believed 


him to be the Chriſt, he began to preach to 
them, what he was to ſuffer, and that he was 
to die and riſe again. How they received theſe 


Declarations, appears from St. Peter's rebuk- 


ing our Lord for making them, and from ma- 


ny other Inſtances which need not be parti- 


 cularly referred to. Add to this, that all chi 


Hopes, all their Expectations depended on their 


Maſter's being a powerful Prince. So that to 


think of his dying was contrary to all they 


believed of Chrift, and contrary to all they 
hoped for themſelves. To overcome all their 


Prejudices and all their Paſſions at once was 


more. than they were able to do. The Pro- 


phecies ſpoke ſo plainly of the Sufferings . 


 Chrift, that they were ſurpriſed and afflicted to 
Howe them; but how to underſtand them ow - 
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8 Inconſiſtent with the Faith they had Rd, 


that Fefus was the Chri ft. As little did they 


- apprehend what ring again meant; and how 


ſhould they underſtand it? Since they could not 
conceive how he could dye, they could have 


no Notion 1 8 or in what Manner, he could . 
riſe, Poſſibly th ey thought there was ſome- 
thin myſterious i in it. It was uſual with their 
Maſter to diſcourſe them, as well as the Mul- 


titude, in Parables; and to uſe common Ex- 


preſſions in a Senſe that was hidden and myſte· 


rious. They had been lang 8 accuſtomed to 
this Sort of Lang guage, and had frequently 


been puzzled with it. When he bade them to 
beware of the Leaven of | the Phariſees *; they 

had little Doubt about the Meaning of 5 com- 
mon a Phraſe, but the Matter they quite mi- 


Rook. And when he was in the Temple, diſ- 
puting 'with the Fewiſh Doctors, he ſaid he 


Was about bis Father's s Buſineſs; 5 the literal 
| Senſe of the Words was obvious enough, but 


the Meaning was not underſtood. He told his 
Diſciples at another Time, that he had Meat to 
cat, which they knew not of *; not meaning, as 
they were ready to underſtand it, common 
Food, but ſomething of quite another N a- 


ture. | 
Thus when our Lord talked 10 his Diſcix ples 


of AN and 1918 rough 6 ſuch dete 


25 ” 9 ; * ; | at 


** 


9 F 
at the "Ty muſt 105 alarm Ws afflict them, 
pet it was according | to their N otions impoffi- 
dle to be true in the literal Senſe, What then 

Was more natural than to c6nclude," that their 
er had ſome hidden Meaning ? We have 
a plain Inſtance of this in a' like Caſe. ' The 
Jeu looked upon a Man as defiled, that had 
eaten with unwaſhed Hands; but our Saviour 
tells the Scribes and Phariſees, Not that which 
| goeth into the Mouth defileth, a Man, but that 
which cometh out ©, What Words could be 
plainer? But the T hing being ſo oppoſite to 
Fewiſb Maxims and Practice, the Diſciples 
more underſtood how it could be, than how | 
the Mefias could ſuffer and dye; and therefore 
Peter deſires his Maſter to declare unto them the 
Parable*, Theſe Prepoſſeſſions continued till 
after the Reſurrection. When their Lord was 
crucified, all their Hopes dyed with him; and 
when he was riſen again, it was ſome Time 
before they could credit their own Eyes, and . 
55 perfiaded that they really beheld him. A 
range as this may appear to t the  Coniderer,, 1 fo 
can ſee nothing unnatural in it. | 
BVsuppoſe now this Account of the Diſciples 
Want of Underſtanding to be true; it ſhews 
| indeed their Honeſty and Sincerity in report- 
g it fairly. A8 ſuppoſe (as 8 Confiderer 
5 ſuppoſes) at it is alf forged, 1 wou d fun 


Matt. xv. IT. 15. 
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a bet Policy erp was in the Contri- 
vance. He ſays, he ſuſpects ſome fraudulent 
Defen in it; but what Purpoſe was or could 
be ſerved by this Fraud? Did the Apoſtles 
get any thing, either Honour or Profit, by 
ing their o.] n Preypclioes,. and Hardneſs 
But What. is to be: aid for the chief Priefts ? 
whe came they to be apprehenſive of a 
Reſurrection. They no more believed that 
Chr: alles the King of the eus could dye and 
riſe a ow. the Diſciples did. Very true; 
but that at Pre udice ſtood not in their Way, for 
they did not admit Jes to be Chriſt. If 
they had, they would not have attcmpted. to 
kill him. Why then did they fear his Reſur- 
rection? The 3 and clear Anſwer is, Be- 
cauſe he had foretold it: for it was one Thing 
to believe him to be a great Prophet, and ano- 
ther to believe him to be the Chrift, That 
this was a well known Diſtinction amongſt the 
Teus appears from the Diſcourſe of the two 
ſeiples going to Emmaus; who, though they 
had given over all Hopes that Feſus was the 
_ Chriſt, were till firm in; the Perſuaſion that 
he was a Prophet mighty in Deeds and Word be- 
| fore God and all the Peoplet. No the Fews 
had been Witneſſes to ſo many Wonders and 
R re by OM that, whether —_ 


5 Luke xxiv. 19. 


58 0 | 


"II * 4 

| TOP tit hit to be Halt EY 
dr ſuſpect that he was a great Prophet : 
leaſt, and might poſſibly come from ae rave 
armed with Power, to take Vengeance of their 
wicked and cruel Treatment of him. This 


was but a natural Apprehenfion; and their 
Fears and guilty Conſciences added Weight to 


every Sclþiclon of this Kind; and they were 
exactly in Herod's Caſe, who, when he heard 


the Fame of the great Miracles which THe 


performed, faid, This is John the Baptiſt, 
zs riſen from the Dead; therefore mi ghty Wark 


do ſhew forth themſelves in him. What is 


there in this, that Is not "natural: and 1 
bable! e 


Let us hear What we Confiderer e to it: 


we take the Opinion of the chief Priefts and 
Phariſees from their own Words, as delivered 
St. Matthew, they believe Jeſus was a Deceiver */ 

and appear afraid, not of his rifmg in the Day. 
but of the Diſciples ſtealing foe away in the 

Night', All that the Confiderer ſays here de- 
pends upon his ſuppoſing, that the chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees ſpoke their real Sentiments to Pi- 


late without any Diſguiſe ; ; for otherwiſe, if | 


they uſed any Art, or formed a Story merely 


as a Pretence to obtain a Guard to Watch the 


e thing, can,” be concluded from 
| Matt. xiv. 2. rg rar 15 37. . mes 
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wh * tell Pilate, but this 1. that they. 
wanted a Guard to ſecure the Faw pling, Put 


the Caſe that they were convinced of his Mi- 
racles, appriſed of the Prophecy of his Reſur- 
rection, and under a real Apprehenſion, that 


it might be fulfilled; and that, to ſatisfy their 
4 5 they —.— to get a Guard; 1 would 


know. what fort of Speech to Pilate, the 


e Hand of God was 


| rophet, and 
« ape 4s Pi in performing many wonderful 


« Works: He ſaid too in his Life Time, that 


« he would riſe from the Dead after three 
<« Days, and we are very rehenſive that 
te he ill riſe indeed. Let t herefore the Se- 


« pulchre be guarded. f theſe had been in- 


deed their real Sentiments, would they have 
told them to Pilate, after they had extorted 


from him the Condemnation of Feſus, by re- 
preſenting him as a Malefactor worthy of Death, 


and as an Enemy to the Roman Goverment ? 
No body can think it. They were under a 
N — . —8 whatever their private Thoughts 
Were, of, carrying on the Shew before Pilate: 


of treating Zeſus as a Deceiver, and pretending 


another r Reaſon than the true one for deſiring 


a Guard, viz. for fear his Diſciples ſhould 
ſteal away the Body. To argue therefore, 


oo: im chief Prieſts really believed all — | 
g * 


1 


Canfiderer would make for them. Would he 
have them ſay, Sir, this Perſon whom you 
& crucified at our 4 was indeed a 


e FORT Te n mg ON 


63 1. 


£ diculous. fe 


I have laid n the f W 


of our Lord's Reſurrection, and the Circum- 
ſtances that attended them, in order to ſhew, 


what little Reaſon the Conſiderer had to ſuppoſe 
the chief Prieſts entire Strangers to them; up- 


on which vne Miſtake all his Reaſoning againſt | 


guarding and ſealing the Sepulchre depends. 


The Confiderer aflerts, that the chief Prieſts 


had no Prophecy of the Reſurrection, but 
what could be deduced from the Sign 57 For 


nas; and that, he ſays, could not be under- 


ſtood by them. Let us admit it, and ſee what 
the Conſequence will be. Is a Prophecy no 
Prophecy unleſs it can be underſtood by every 
Body at the Time it is given? If the Confiderer 


can perſuade the World of this, he will do 


' more towards deſtroying the Credit of Pro- 
phecy, than all his Predeceſſors have done from 
Celſus to this Time, We often find Jens 


f ſpeaking to the Fews i in Parables, and explain 
ing them clearly to his Diſciples. The Caſe 

here was much the fame with reſpect to the 

Prophecies of the Reſurrection. Thoſe to his 


Difciples were clear; thoſe to the Scribes enig- 

matical, yet delivered in Terms fo correſpond- 
ing to the Event, that, when the Event hap- 
pened, the eus could not doubt whether the 


Prophecy related to it. The ſame may be 


aid of that other Eren ; Defy this Tem- 


8 heed to ble, is aeg pt . 
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1 in three Days * will rai bs it up The 
Dikiple underſtood not this, till 1 5 Jeſus . 
was riſen ; but when the Event had explained 

the Terms: the Prophecy was clear, and had 

che Effect that all Prophecy is meant to have, 
wo when the thing comes to Naht, n. be- 

But che . thinks the Prophecy frow | 

the Caſe of Jonas, not only: dark and unintel- 

ligible at firſt ; but, when underſtood and ap- 

: to the Reformation, Jahe in Fact in two ' 

RefpeZts ; I ſuppoſe he means it did not corre- 

ſpond to the Fact foretold in two Reſpedts, 

Let us heat the Charge. 4 

Firſt, The Son of Man was to lie three 

Days and three Nights in the Earth; "whereas 

Jeſus lay but the Time of one Day and a half 

that is two Nights and a Day . Secondly, The 

Sign promiſed to be given, was not given to thoſe 

it was promiſed.to e, i. e. to chat evil and adul- 

terous Generation. 

It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that this great Wri- ; 

ter ſhould be content to tread the dull Road 

of vulgar Infidels and Sceptics ; repeating Dif- 

ficulties and Objections, that have been a thou- 

| fand Times propoſed, and as often confuted ; 
but it is ſtill more ſtrange, that they ſhould be 

ſuch as are fully conſidered, and 1208 clearly 5 

e in the very . be e to an- 


: -* Jokn ii, 19. | 

T Firſt Edit. p. 27. Third Edit. | p. . 

Fut Edit. p. 28, Third Edit. p. 20. 
ſwer. 


RE 


Fogel Hoke Salle Ny ads 
id in the Tryal-upon this Point? Why ſuch an 
affected Silence here? It would by no Means 


have anſwered the Confiderer's Purpoſe, to take 
Notice how that Author has explained Chriſt's 


lying three Days in the Sepulchre; but I c 


miſe the Reader, it will abundantly anſwer 


7 


Trouble to conſult him upon this Subject 


2 if he has any Doubts or Scruples in the 


Point, he may there receive Satisfaction. It 
may be unneceſſary to add any thing to what 


has been already ſaid; but that the 


r . 1 


101. #% 
' , $4. 6.41 


ſhall give a ſhort Anſwer to his ObjeE 
ferring for the reſt to the 7; ryal itſelf. 
i wel known that the Va. wes theie 


* 


W incluſive; in their Computation of _ 


Days, the firſt Day and the laſt were includ 
ed in the Number, From one Sabbath td 


another they .reckoned eight Days, and this 


when the Computation $a «the Cloſe of 


the firſt, | and ended at the very 


the ſecond. And yet in this Caſe there 'can-- : 


not be more than fix ſolar Days and ſeven Nights; 


and conſequently there is the very fame Deficii 5 


ency of two Days and a Night, which the Gn. 


 fideret charges u e eee e ee 


\ Reſurrection. Three Nights and three Days, or 


three wxbnpepe, were in common Language the „ | 
fame as three Days: They were equivalent Ex- 


ms and uſed the one for the other? 3 


1 


A 80 fory Days and forty Nights, © an "Expeetfian often 


— in the Ola MOEN the New, was the ſame 
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as ſtrong an B 
; eight Days nd Eight Nights; | 
might, according to the Known Way 2 | 
ing ing in this Caſe, be at the:Cloſe of the fir, 
| and the Circur acifion at the Beginning: of the 
laſt. Again; The Wotds after three Days 
are. very full and expreſſive; and how are we to 
uhderſtand them? The chief Prieſts will in- 
form us; Si, ſay they to Pilate, ue remember 
| — faid, while he das yet alive, Af. 
| ter fhree Days I will riſe again; and yet their 
Demand is that the s be only 
till the third Day. He has here the Au 
of his on Friends, the chief Prieſts and Pha- 
_ raſees, chat after three Days, and till the third 
Day, are equivalent Expreſſions, and were ſo u- 
fed and ſo underſtood in the common Language 
of the Country. We have then the concurrent 
Evidence of the chief Prieſts and the Diſciples, 
and that tos in a Point, which neither of them 
could miſtake; unleſs you can ſuppoſe them 
not to underſtand the Language of their on 
| How the Expreſſions, three Days and 
. three Niebv, after three: Days, on the third 


"Bs ge, rae mg.” Chrift himſelf has 


* 


7 ben b.; the-Girſk-Day end dhe led. being gen 
| — 1 as: 2 r or i and «RY 
though only a Portion of ON ee, wg 

Chap ü. 21. "a ct | 

ehe 9 13 tis pling ere: not. xecurate to _ Let- 
N n ee 
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ter in thats FO of 


Scri 
paſs rot fourth Year King Hale (which was 


the ſeventh Tear of Ho ſea on of Zlah King 9 Iſrael) that 
Salmaneſer Ning of Aria came pong. Samarig and 
beſieged it ; and at the End of three Tears took it: What em 

be ſtronger or more preciſc, than this appears to be? 
Would We Reater imagine it could wean any thing leſs 
than three Years complete? And yer it is certainly not 
ſo to be underftood; for after the Words at the End „ .- 


three | Years, it follows immediately, even in the ſiun Year 


of Hezetiab (that i is, in the ninth Year of- Hoſea) Samaria 


was taken, Now it is evident to fight, that if at the Eng 
of three Years was intended to fignify 
plete, Hezekiah muſt have been in his ſeventh, and His 
in his tenth Year, when Samaria was taken. Adder all, our 


Saviour himſelf is the beſt Interpreter of his own Language. 


In the many Predictions of his Reſurrection the moſt 


uſtial Expretion n is the third Day, ſometimes it it is after 


three Days, and once three” Days and three Nights, in 
which cale the E a ſeems fo be yaried for no cher 
Reaſon than to accommodate it to the. Language aud 
Story of Janas. Can it now be {uppoled, I vos fo 


of the or roller he does not mean the fame Not 
Time, though the Expreflion is a little varied? If then 
one of the 9 happens to be clear, the natural 
ue en Yigg i 8 a os Ep Rs. 1 . 
or pe the third Day has nothing of Obſcuri 
rae ee y will help us to underftand the N 7 
would fain know what view our Saviour could poſlibly 


have in applying theſe ſeveral Expreſſions to the ſame * 


Event, as implying the ſame. Note of Time? or what | 
intereft the Apoſtles could have in publiſhing it to the 
World, had they not been the common Language of the 
Country, well known, and well underſtood by every one, 
as meaning 0 Sale” Such a-Conduct 

K 2  morrow 
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der one Inſtance amongſt many to wy found in the 
It is 2 Kings xviii. 9, 10. And it N 1% 


three Years com- 
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===> oe to the Caſe of a Fett Wen 
ill one Day, being blooded the ſecond, and 
. third, as ſtated in the Tryuls, 
De Neither Jess nor Heathens of 200 ever ob- 
Jecded, that the Reſurrection fell out too ſoon 
| by for che Prediction; or that the Language of 

' Scripture in this Point was not conſiſtent. They 
knew very well it was the current Lan 
of the Country, andthe uſual Method of | 
Putation, 'The Honour of ſtarting ſuch Ob. 
jections, is reſerved for the wiſe Men of this 
"Age; who, knowing little of ancient Uſages 
and Cuſtoms, are perpetually from their c o 
Mliſtakes raiſing Objections againſt the Goſpel, 
and ſuch as the ancient and more learned In- 
_ Higels' would have been aſhamed of. 

But the Confiderer has another Difficulty yet 
"þehind, with regard to this Hiſtory of Jonas. 
The Prediction, he ſays, was not fulfilled, be- 
ate the Sign promifed to be given was not given 
1 thiſe it was promiſed to, i. e: to the evil and 
i adulterous Generation. 

_ © Where does the Confiderer find the Promiſe | 
he talks of? I can ſee no ſuch Promiſe in the 
Words referred to. Chi tells them no Sign 
ſhould be given, but that of the Prophet Jonas. 

What does he engage for here? that he would 


i i have expoſed ben Miſter: an" Divi to 

Scorn and Contempt. Ser Biſbop Pearſon's Expoſition of 

the Creed, and Biſhop" Kidder's e FE io: 2 - 
„ upon this ann 5 


8 -Luke xiii. 35. | gh 2 % 


appear 
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Ja, appear to Wins in Perion ale? Wa Reſutibe. 
en | - © tion?; There is not a Word about it. The | 
nd Op Promiſe, if you will have it a Promiſe, was 
N only that he would lie three Days in the Sepul- 
b- chere. If this was not a Sign to the eus, nothing 
on c̃ould be a Sign to them, for they had the Evi- 
of IN dence of their ownEyes, andoftheirownGuards. 
ey But this Part of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, the 
ige © 8 Confiderer will not admit; and 2 thinks him- 
m- ſelf able to prove the Whole a Forgery. Let 
b. him ſpeak his own Senſe of this Matter; That 
his MY _-#be Prieſts and Phariſees ſet no Watch, and that 
ES even the Diſciples themſelves mere not forewarn- 
nn fl cd of their Maſter's riſing again, will more fully 
el, _ © appear by the Fatts which the ee e : 
bb =. owes lam, | 
0 1 Let us now attend to the Reafonk; that 3 are 
et to ſupport this bold Undertaking. He firſt 
46. gives St. Jobn's Account of the Care taken of 
. the Body by Nicodemus; who, together with 


TFJaſepb, took the Body of Feſus and wound it in 
15 een Cloths with the Spices, ae 1 7 1 in 
| omits . ea 
Upon theſe F; acts the Canfidirer- arvons his 
| He ſuppoſes, and very juſtly, that when the 
chief Prieſts placed a Guard on the Sepulchre, 
they took Care to ſee that the Body was there; 


Id N and then ſays, I they ſaw the Body, they muſt 
0 meet ſee how it avas Spiced,” or preſerved for 
te e keeping, if” it un "done; 't they could not ſee one 
TY eee the other? Tt is tc little Purpoſe" to 


* en Edi p. 34. rd Edi. 5 25. *Ib. of 
ar 8 . io ä 


* 


© a e 
Mtances; i 15 ſufficient 10 105 


days, the Body with the 8 3 
inen Guibs; my without Doubt the Spices 

lay next the Body, and were covered by the 
linen Cloth; and the Corpſe bound in linen 
might be ſeen, without 1 the Spices. 


by the Text he .. St. Jahr 1 


Suppoſe, however, that they ſaw the Spices, 


and how the Body was preſerved for keeping; 
why then he ſays, Would they not then, being 


Witneſs of that, have taken the Soldiers. back, 


_ Peſting contented that his Di rſciples knew nothing 
47 Prophecy of bis riſing again; and therefore © 
have no Defign under that Pretence to fleal 
away the Body, — report he was riſen? ? 
It is hard to make out the Senſe of this Reaſon- - 
ing; but if it has any, it ſtands upon theſe very 


expected a Reſurrection, they would not have 
buried the Body, according to the Cuſtom 
of the Country, with Spices, but would 
| have ſaved that Expence as being unneceflary. * 
2. That this was a ſufficient Ground for the 

chief Prieſts to conclude, that the Diſciples 
expected no Reſurrection. 3. That they were 

governed in this Affair merely by —— they 
knew or * of the S of the 
Diſciples. As to the firſt of theſe Suppoſi- 


tions, the ſpicing or not ſpicing the Body could 
have no Influence on the Reſurrection; and 


eee 5 Weine, could not be deter- 
EE, mined 


_ abſurd Suppoſitions, 1. That had the Diſciples - 


Wi ww 
My Ae 
8 
8 4 * * 
« 
8 ” 


n 


8 ink or not believing the Reſurrection. "Had 


wou e | xir ſhewing the 


þ _ common Reſpe& to their Maſter, which all 
the did to their dead Friends? or 
could the Charge of Spices enter into the Con- 
ſideration of this Matter? 2. If there is no 
Shew of Probability, in ſuppoſing the Diſciples 
to be influenced in adding or omitting Spices, 
by their Expectation of a Reſurrection, there 
could be no Ground to conclude from theic 
ſpicing the Body, that they did not expect a 
KNeſurrection. 3. There is not the leaſt Inti- 
mation in the Boh pel, that the chief Prieſts 
knew the Opinion of the Diſciples in this Caſe, 
or that they would have conſidered it as of any 
Weight or Moment at all. They had heard 
of our Lord's Prophecy, that he would riſe 
again, and it filled them with great Anxiety ; 
for to his great Power and wonderful Works 
they had been Witneſſes. As to the Diſciples, 
they had them in Contempt; and though, in 
order to frame a plauſible Pretence to Pilate 
for having a Watch for the Sepulchre, they tell 
him of their Apprehenſions that the Diſciples 
might ſteal the Body; yet there is no Proba- 
| bility that this Pretence was the true and only 


Ground for their Fear. You ſee now how his 


_ firſt Demonſtration againſt | the Goſpel Hi- 
| ſtory comes out. 

, ſecond n the Behaviour of Mary 

1 Magda- 
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the: Bady in Spices"; and yet Luke and Mare? 


Ay they brought Spices early in the Morning, | 
when the Sabbath was paſt, to anoint the Body. 
And if this was the Caſe, ſays he, what need 
Sad it of more. and fo infers that St. John's 
Account of Spices uſed by Nictdemus, and St. 
Mart and; St. Lues of the Women bringing 
es afterwards, cannot be reconciled s. 
As the Confiderer pretends here to argue from 
5 acts related by the Evangeliſts, I would aſk 
him, Whence Be had the Fact upon which all 1 
this Reaſoning depends? The Evangeliſts give 
bim no ſuch Information. Nay, their Ac- 
count is inconſiſtent with it for the Women 
were not preſent when Joſepb and Nicodemus 
bound up the Body with Spices; nor does it ap- 
that they ſaw the Body after it was bound up; 
IX they did, Ads could not ſee the Spices which 


were hid by the linen Winding-ſheet. St. 


Matthew fa ys, the Women /at over againſt the 
Sepulchre ; Se Mark, that they bebold 1Tohere 
the Body was laid. Had they been concerned 
in preparing the Body for Burial, would the 
Evang eliſts have ſep 3 their Caſe from 
that of Foſeph and 8 ſo remarkably ? 
Would they have aſcribed the whole Care of 
the Body and the Funeral to the Men only, 
and. ad no more of the Women, e a F 


. * 
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6 the Body was lad? Theſe 
Accounts plainly. ſuppoſe that the e 
were without watching, while the Body was 


preparing, and that when it was carried out to 


be buried, they went after to obſerve the Place 


where it as d. St, Luke's Account is more 


eſly ſo, His Words are, The Women fol. 


expr 

lowed after, and beheld the Sepulchre, and how _ 
the Body was laid. It is not, as at 49. of 
the ſame Chapter, ue they went 


in Company with 7% ph; but zaraxeagSyoa- 
c they followed after him. The Evange- 


liſt adds, Od ,h 70 Nn Nd ws sri r 
ch. dg does not ſignify, as the Confiderer 
underſtands it, quo modo but quod; and the Paſ- 


ſage is not to be rendered quo modo pofitum oft, 


but quod pofitum, or ſepultum * eſt corpus, i, e. 
they came to the Sepulchre, and ſaw that the 


Body was buried. 


hut allowing for once, that the W 
knew what had already been done to the Body, 


what then? They could not but know that all 
was done in great haſte, in a tumultuary Man- 
ner. And will the Confiderer pretend to fay, 

that as much had been done 5 Foſeph and 


Nicodemus, as was uſual or neceſſary to be 
done? and that the whole Ceremony was al- 


ready compleated ? This is more than appears 


from the Evangeliſts, and much more than in 


the Nature of the Thing is * to be true. 


h loflances i in the New Teſtament are frequent, where 


No 


LOR i uſed in this Senſe. 
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No Nation was more careful of their Dead 
G ths es, The Body was firſt to be 
walhed all over and cleaned with müch Care, 

and afterwards to be anointed.” But in regard 
to Chriſt's Body, there was not Time before 
the Sabbath to perform even thus much of the 
Ceremony. When it was taken down from 
the Croſs, the Evening was coming on; and it 
was not yet dark, when it was left in the Se- 


pulchre *. 6 


The Funeral See 'tis plain, was not, 5 
nor could already be compleated. Offices of 5 
this ſolemn Kind, eſpecially for Perſons of 
Character and Diſtinction, were not uſed to be 
performed the Moment chey were dead, nor 
to be huddled up in ſo haſty and negligent 8 


Manner. Moſes informs us that, when Jacob 
was embalmed, no lefs than forty-Days- were 


employed in the Operation b. And Herodotus 


(whoſe Authority perhaps the Philoſopher may 


ke better) tells us, that amongſt the Egyptians, 
from whom the Fews borrowed that Practice, 
no leſs than ſeventy 18 were e to 
oo 5 


and Nicodemus intended, no doubt, 


to Lohr the Body of Chriſt, in a Manner 

ble to the Notion they had of his Dig- 

nity and Character. No leſs than an hundred 
Pound Weight of Spicvs and Perfumes yo 


£6 Compare Matt. xxvii. 57. with Lake xxiii. 54. 
Gen. I. 3. © Herod. 1b. ii. | 5 
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employed in preparing the Body, as the Gifs 
 derer ſeemns to cot 
before and after it was laid in the Sepulchre, and 
to be ſpent i in a Manner well 2855 to Wee 


who are at all 1 with Antiquity. . The 


Sepulchre in which the Body was laid, was 
probably not. that in which it was to be finally 
depoſited, _ It was wrappe 
the. Spices, - and laid there for preſent 


nience only 4, becauſe it happened to be bear 


the Place of Crucifixion; and becauſe the Sab- 


bath was ſo near, chat it was imp ſfible to 
carry it further. The Funeral Ceremonies 


were reſerved to be performed aſter the Sab- 


bath, had nat Providence prevented it by a 


| more wonderful Event. 
Whether the Women were acquainted 
with the little that had already been done 


to the Body is indeed nothing to the Pur- 


poſe. They knew where it had been de- 


poſited, and . knew probably that it was af= 
terwards to be removed. They came there- 

fore early in the Morning to pay their laſt Re- 

ſpefts to it, by anointing and perfuming it; 1 | 


a common Method of ſhewing. Ref 


Perſons of Dignity. and DiſtinCtion both: ing : 


and dead *, | 
What poſlible Roman then js there - for 


the Confiderer's abſurd Suggeſtions ? '< "That 


0 there is no Dye N. N AG 


1 


> bn xix, I. l 
40 s L 2 . Ty 


urec ar; this * not n by 
but to be burnt, both 


up with OE, bd | 


pod — 2 4a 16 A > OD os wah 1 Sade. wn N " — 
WN 2 n F ae; 2 2 bs — n E en 8 SHS. — r TO AO 8 mY 
* — L o or on ons * 3 5 de 1 . a, $9 ſr Ie \ 
. \ l * ms n * g ARE TE G 2 2 R A a Ji he 1 5 


en 
oy ma 


—— 


I”: : . bs 
* * * 
F £4 \ 
4 6 * - 
PI | 1 I 8 x 
x 2 4 : ? 2 22 3 * 8 f : * 
— " - —— 8 a 4 » N Py an — — p — bas fe i — 3 — rw 7, he _ — — — —— Re WIL me 8 3 — — 1 8 
. I 7 2 S N * 3 5 * Y a 1 : 0 „ & eh * A DS 4 W A 
q n — * —— N. * 40 4 1 5 2 ”— 4 T - - Pe. - * — 5 F ; gr A * - "x: I ITS 2 
ot 4 - 8 : ws S JO . Ih es r EI UNECE EE SC SE J... ͤ A 0 7» N 2 2 — wo * | 
ee * * . ? 2 7 ; * * 3 nn r r « — 3 * £ * om a n 1 N * . 2 ” * < : Ss 3 r 
„ 7 MS he; "VE OLE 9 0 * MO 8 . - Rd apts 1 - — * — * "ant IG —— be 0 þ 7 8 — , 5 — 
* * 7 =— los hr vhs, 7 TIF * — 4 Aa COR yy _ F A g 2 L ORG * r y * 7 . g XL - . 4 . = ITE 0 a i Une wk,” WAS - 
2 mm ne ama n L . : br i RE 4 £ Is , . 5 * 1 4 Ns bg 2 — FF ˙ nee he 2 7 - 
r * 8 * 4 _ * q * —— — —. * N - A : " 
* 4 * 5 * IS 3 TIF — y Ld 2 9 of ES who. wo bes . q = » ho * ao 9 = JAY 
— 1 5 : - 3 * ? 2 3 FIG EIN 82 reer Hr ES Fo 
2 5 q 2 * . Arn * Ah 4 ooo, — — ag a, — " x ths — 2 1 = 2 


CO ESE 2 ere * 8 yr gig: noe we 


_ 
n 3 n 
* . r 

= 2 — Is © bi df, | 


— 
NN — - 8 
A NTT 


— : 
——— 1 
— an atey - 


— 
— 


— r 


— 


as 
— pn 
beers 


2 
—— — 4 . = ö— 
a! wx Re rag” 2 Er 
5 W n * - 

ww, SY 2 


| 5 CI 3 
Wn ike thi Evingelifts Gl one 5 er 
5 1 10 this Point; that che Women had ſeen 
* the Body laid in Spices, and that there was na 
% Occaſion for more.” Inſtead of convicting 
the Evangeliſts of contradicting one another, 
he has only betrayed his own extreme Igno- 
Trance in Scripture and Antiquity; and that too 
in a Caſe ſo common and obvious, that a. 
Man muſt take ſame Pains to miſtake it. 
His next Demonſtration againſt St. Mat- N 
_ thews Account of guarding the Sepulchre, is 
from theſe Words of the Women, Who ſhall. 
roll away the Stone from the Door of the Sepul. 
chre*? "Phich, he obſerves, they would not . . 
ſaid, if they had known it wwas ſealeds, and a 
Guard Ra And he thinks if there was 
indeed a Watch, it is impoſſible the Women 
- ſhould be ignorant of it. I have conſidered 
the Account given by the Evangeliſts, and 


|  cantiot ſee the feaſt Foundation for theſe Ima- 


ginations. The Body was laid in the Sepul- 
chre in the Evening of Hiday; the Women 
went from thence and bought Spices, and on 
the Sabbath (or Saturday] they reſted without 
ſtirring from home. On the Sabbath (while 
the Women were confined at home) the 
Guards were placed. Early the next Morning 
the Women go directly from home to the 8e- 
1 Weary, expect g to find it as they left it ; 


nt et 2. 82 (Fin Edt. p. 6 Third Edir. p p-27. 
„Lale xiii, 56. ih 
* wi 


. - Si. 
611 


(3) 
Wa a Stone at the Mouth, too large and , OL 
vy for them to move; and therefore they ſay, 
e ſhall troll away the Stone? The Confiderer 
2 1f theſe Things (i. e. placing a Guard, 
Kc.) had been Fu how is it poſſible but they 
muſt have known them? 1 cannot apprehend how 


it was poſſible they ſhopld know them. I ſuppoſe | 


be does not imagine that either the Roman 
Governor, or the chief Prieſts thought it neceſ- 
ſary to inform theſe poor Women, what they 
were doing. But he thinks {6 pu Blic an Aftion 


muſt needs come to their bee Who 


ſhould carry it to them? It was the Sabbath 
Day, when others, as well as they, ſtaid at 
home; for which Reaſon it is very probable, 
that this Action was not publicly known on 
5 that Day. 

The Confiderer goes on; befides, thi could 


be hid. from the Diſciples ; St. Matthew knew 


wbt the chief Priefts and Rulers ſaid in their 
Privy Councili. How does this appear? Why 
St. Matthew ten or more Years afterwards, 


when the Secret was divulged, relates what the 
chief Prieſts did in Council; and from thence 
he infers, that St. Matthew knew every thing pf 
done in Council, at the Time of doing i it. Iam 


quite aſhamed to ſpend my own and Reader's 
Time thus impertinently. 


But why do theſe Puangelifts tell di ferent 
Stored L What does the Confiderer mean ? | 


| 0 Firſt Edir. p 156 Third Edi. 25. + Ibid: a3 
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Tn Matthew 1 ein the Story of 5 RY 
the Sepulchre. The reſt ate * filent in 


that Point, but ſay nothing that is inconſiſtent 


with it. How then do they differ? Is it not 
the moſt e thing in the World, for Hiſto- 


©  rians in reporting the ſame Fact, to relate ſore 


af them more, and ſome fewer Circumſtances, 
that attended it? And did ever any Man of 
common Senſe charge them with Inconfificncy 
on that Account ? Suppoſe that in telling. * 5 
Story of Edward II. one Hiſtorian ſhould con- 
clude with ſaying that he reſigned the — 1 3 
and another ſhould be more particular, and 
give an Account of a Deputation ſent to him in 
form to take his Reſignation; would the C. 
Haderer queſtion the Truth of the rincipal Fad. | 
that he reſigned the Crown? The Cale is the 
fame here. The principal Facts, the Death, 
the Burial, the Reſurrection of Chriſt are at- 
teſted by all the Evangeliſts, In the Circum- 
| ſtances of the Hiſtory ſome relate more, ſume 
fewer ; does this invalidate their Teſtimony i in 
reporting the win F acts, in which, they 
entirely agree? p - of 
The Account given by st. Matthew, "of 
- guarding and ſealing the Sepulchre, is a yery _ 
material Circumſtance, and was particularly fo 
to the Fews; who had by this means of their 
own Contrivance, the moſt evident Demon- 
ſtration of the only Sign intended them, the _ 
Sign of the Prophet Ponas. Our Lord told 


ſham that tay ſhould have this Sign, and 


8 


ſhould _ 


6 I 

— that the Son of Man was ith 
"Bw and three Nights in the Heart of the 
Earth. Had they been contented with ſeeing 
him crucified and buried, and concerned them- 
- ſelves no farther, I know not how they would 
| have had the Evidence of his being three Days 
in the Earth. But by the ſecret working of 
Providence, they themſelves: furniſh out the 
Evidence. They guard the Sepulchre, and 
their own Guards report, that it was by irre- 
ſiſtible Power from above opened, and the 
Priſoner releafed, on the third Day. | 

St. Matthero, by the concurrent Nehmen 
of all Antiquity, wrote his Goſpel for the Uſe 
of the Hebreus particularly; and this Story of 


guarding the Sepulchre, being an Evidence f 


the Completion of a Prophecy, given to that 
Nation in particular, ſeems to be the Reaſon 
why he relates it ſo punctually. Whoever will 


read St, Matthew's Goſpel, and compare it at- 


tentively with other Goſpels, will ſee ſo many 
internal Marks to confirm the Report of Anti- 

quity, that he wrote for the Uſe of his Country- 
men, that he will have little Reaſon to doubt it. 
And fince one Evangeliſt only has mentioned 
this Circumſtance of guarding the Sepulchre, 
how providential was it, that we have the Ac- 
count in that Goſpel, which was written for 
the eus particularly? When this Goſpel was 

publiſhed, there were Thouſands living in that 

Country, who knew and could inform others 


of the Circumſtances reported oy St, Matthew. 
And 


1 And is it credible that St. Matthew w 


9 


publiſhed this Account in Fudea itſelf, ö 


if falſe, it muſt undoubtedly Have been de- 
tected. If this Story had appeared firſt in an 
Hiſtory publiſhed among the Heathens, at a 
great Diltance from Judæa, the Infidels would 

have triumphed and told us, that the Hiſtorian 
took the Advantage of telling the People a 


ſtrange Story, but took Care to lay the Scene 


of it at a Place, where it was not likely they 


| ſhould ſend to make Enquiries. We ſhould 


then have been aſked, why the Story was not 
told in the Goſpel intended for the Uſe of the 


Fews particularly, who had proper means to 


examine the Truth of it. Well then; the 
Story happily was publiſhed in Fudea itſelf, 


and being found in St. Matthew's Goſpel, is an 
Appeal to the whole Nation of the Fews for 


the Truth of the Fact, and probably made 


whilſt many were living, who were concerned 
in the Tranſaction. 
That St. Matthew reports this Story, and 


the other Evangeliſts omit it, is not a ſingular 


Caſe. St. Matthew's View in writing for the 
Jews, ſhows itſelf in other like Inſtances. The 
Maſſacre of the Infants by Herod is reported by 


St. Matthew only, and for the ſame Reaſon ; - 
becauſe it was a Fact of peculiar Moment to. 
the Jets, as it ſhewed the Senſe of the Nation 


in expecting the Meſſiah at the very Time 


when Chrif# was born, as it was the Comple- 


tion 1 of a * ſet forth 3 in their own Scrip- 


tures 


WH 


or a like Reaſon 8. Ae 0 quit i 


a way well known and underſtood by the Jeu, 


but in a way unknown to the Gentiles, and 


therefore they ben, nde in the other ys 
mz”: 
780 again the Genealtigils '6f Gi m St. 
Luke and St. Matthew appear at firſt Sight to 
be very different, but are entirely reconcileable 
by conſidering for whoſe uſe the two Goſpels 
were intended: St. Matthew's for the eus; 


St. Lues for the Gentiles. There were two 


ways of reckoning Deſcents among the Fews, 
one of them common to them and other Na- 
tions, by the Courſe of Deſcent from Father 


to Son; the other was by the legal — 


eſtabliſhed in their Law; according to which = 


if an elder Brother dyed without I ae, and 
a Widow, the next Brother was to take her 


to Wife; and their firſt born Son was in Law 
the Son of the eldeſt Brother, and ſucceeded. 


to his Eſtate. It is manifeſt that theſe Genea=- 


logies muſt meet in the common Anceſtor, for 


Brothers Children have the ſame Grandfather. 


Now St. Luke writing to the Gentiles, deduces 


2 . 7 of Chr:ft in the way underſtood 
dum Jus Gowns: 200 Mathew 


1 "7h 85 of Suvcefion' 2 
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cies, and applies them to the Meſſias in 


. 


> he" rag 


- MTS SITS 
4 4 6s L ** 


A 
2 


: 
| ; 
FL. 
| 
7 4 
1 
+45 
1 
1 
- Ra 


| 1 da many s that might hw a de 


ſhew how little Weight there is in objecting 


againſt a Piece of Hiſtory, becauſe it appears 


es but in twoof che four 


nos an 3 OInetir 
Evangeliſts. 
+ At, Page 28, Sc. of the third Edit. and 37 


Ge. of the firſt, the Confiderer ſpends a =”: 
ma- 


deal of Paper and Pains, to confute ſome 
ginations, in which no body is concerned but 
himſelf. He takes it for granted that the Fews, 
to account for their guarding the Sepulc chre, 
mult act one or other of theſe Perm 
ions; they "matt either be fully ſatisfied that 
Chrift would riſe again; and Nos. he ſays, it 
was to no Purpoſe to guard the Sepulchre in 
order to prevent it: or they muſt be * ſa- 


tified that he would not riſe again; and 5 | 


there was no Reaſon, . he ſays, to be a ww 
henſive of a fraudulent Reſurrection. 


hardly poſſible that either of theie ſhould 1 
their —5 Caſe. They were anxious and ſo- 


licitous about this Event; alarmed and con- 
— with recollecting his Miracles, and the 
8 iſing N the Dead; unable 
to fotinhy. their own Doubts, or to calm the 
Miſgivings of their own, Minds. Sometimes 


they imagined that poſſibly he might riſe; | 5 


ſometimes perhaps that the Diſciples mi 
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| Ricky not; 4 ne 
for a Guatd, in hopes of finding ſore Relief 
in their Diſtreſs, as Men in Diſtreſs are ready 
to take any for a Remedy. But that 
had as much Leiſure, and as much co 
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Infidelity,” as the | Coferer hi, When he ar- 
gued their Cauſe for them, is utterly incredi- 


ble; and were they to give an Account for 
themſelves, they would hardly plead their ]. n 
Cauſe, as this wiſe Ae without attend- 
W 1 the Situation they were in, has done for: X 
The Conduct of the Fewiſh Skins, with 
d to our Saviour, was the more lkely to 


be wrong, becauſe they judged and acted 


upon wrong Maxims. The were ſo poſſeſſed a 
b with tem- 
poral Power, that no Reaſon could perſuade 


with the Expectation of a 
them that Chriſt was the Perſon, who pretend- 


ed to no ſuch Power; and upon ch Notien 
they were ſo reſolutely e enn to oppoſe 
his Pretenſions, that no Evidence could on- 


vince them, that his Claims 'were juſt. 
People however were not fo inſenſible as their 


Leaders; convinced by his Wonders, and en- 
by. che many Acts of Benevolence he 


daily did, they followed him in great Numbers. 


The GG verdad concerned and enraged to ſee 


the People thus deluded, as they called it, by a 
Pretender, determined to put an End to his 
ete ions, - by _ gan End to his Life, 


Acco. ingly they had him apprehended,” accu 
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fed of Blaphemy againſt God, 4 

. - gainſt. Cz/ar, and publickly ö 3 
Danger Was hot yet over. He propheſied 
in his Li -time, that he ſhould riſe a 
three Days, a and we haye ſhewn 5 8 33 
they had now Reaſon to be alarmed at this 
Prophecy. The: Works done in his Life, 
compared with the amazing Scene that was 
1 — at his Neath, muſt needs fill them with 
| Doubts and Fears. They could not tell but 
ſome extraordinary Power might poſſibly exert 
itſelf in Behalf of one, at whoſe A onies all 
Nature ſeemed to ſympathize : : Or if after all 
he ſhould ſhould prove to be an Impoſtor, they 
imagined, or pretended to imagine, that the 
Diſciples might take Advantage of this Situation 
of Things, and contrive to carry on the Cheat; 
hat they might poſſibly remove the Body out 
of 11 ht, and give out that the Prophecy was 
fulfill ed. Thus the Deluſions of the People, 
checked awhile by his Death, might 
break out afreſh, and become mote rivetted 
+ and confirmed by a ſuppoſed Reſurrection; 
| e laſt Error be worſe than the firſt. 
| uiet their own Minds therefore, and to 
tl ſatisfied about the Event, a Guard of 
. is placed at the Se ulchre. But on the 
Kaze ro they are frighted from their Poſt by 
an 8 and an Earthquake, fly into the 
City, and make their Report to the chief 
Prieſts. The chief Prieſts well knew. what 
ac this Report ; would naturally dar gn the 
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of the Pens, Vf girly made; to pre- 


"hw which they. 7 in the firſt Place to 
publiſh a Story 4. their own; and therefore, 
with a rich Brite in hand, and a full Aſſurance 


of Indemnity, they prevail with the Watch to 


be ſilent as to what they had ſeen at the Se- 
pulchre, and to give out "Gat the Diſciples ſtole 


away the Body, whilſt they were aſleep. _ 
But to juſtify the Credit of- this Piece of 
Hiſtory ry, we muſt, it ſeems, anſwer all the 


lmaginations of the Confiderer ; who has given 
his yg e upon the Part acted by the 
Guards and the chief Prieſts, and is of Opi- 
nion that neither of them could do what the 


Hiſtory aſcribes to them. He has ſummed up 


his Aa P at Page 48. firſt Edit. and Page 
1 


38. third Edit. It is amazing that the Guard 
at . the. Sepulchre ſhould be terrified almoſt to 


Baal, with aſtoniſhing Wonders, and the high 


Prae 4 s and Rulers believe them, yet theſe Things 
have no more Effect appar them kun if 40 


2 not believed tem. 


Little Dealers in Hiſtory and Politicks are 
never mare contemptible, than when they at- 
tempt to aſſign Reaſons for or againſt plain 
Facts, reported by Writers of Credit. The 
Actions of a great e have been ſometimes 


called in queſtion, becauſe a little Smatterer 1 in 


Affairs conceives the Schemes not to 


have been well laid, or not well as 


2 Firſt Edie. 48. Thi Edi p. 36. 


* — 


1 * * 
and then kat of his own Willem he 
Could' any great General act ſo? us 


Strength of which Reaſoning. he concludes 85 3 


Fiſtory to be falſe, - There” are two Imall 


Faults in this Way of arguing, firſt, that he 
who reaſons ſo, takes it for granted that be is 
able to judge wiſely in the Cafe himſelf, which 
often happens to be otherwiſe. Secondly, that 


Mien in all Caſes act wiſely and really, ; 


which ſeldom is the Caſe, | | 

But let us hear in the firſt Place what t the 

er has to ſay for the Guards. | 
Tig flrange, © unaccountably ftr — * TR 
thoſe Soldiers, who were juſt now almoft firuck - 
dead with Terror, ſtould boſe | 
rafily and ſo ſoon, which it bad mad , 
which juſt before ſcarce left them Power to "8 
From the deadly Fright which an Earthquake and 
an Angel tad put them in! — that for Money - 
they ſhould all agree together to lift themſelves in 
_ the Prieſts Service "ay fight againſi God, when, 

doing they might expect Tome be 1 
2 to fall pon then 7 22 * 


Truth boldly, conceive reaſonable Hopes f 1085 . 
Captains in the Mefſiah's ers oo _ 


was to conquer all Nations *, 
Let us - now conſider the Grounds © aide 


n baths.” File Fee thits eee 


* 


Soldiers, who were Heathens, and bred up to 


1 25 the RW” of the 1 above all [22 


SZ 3.9. „ 455 | ; N rs, 
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10 fight againſt God and that they might 9 ag 
ame heavy Judgment, and that by acting other- 
wiſe, they might have reaſonable Hopes of being 
Captains in the Meihah's  viGorwus Army, 
which was to conquer all Nations. How | 
comes the Confiderer - to. furniſh the Soldiers 
with theſe Sentiments? Does he imagine that 
2 Fright would make them forget all the Re- 
* of their own Country at once, and turn 
and firm Believers in the God of the 
| ? and that it would give them the ſame 
Opinion of the Meſiab which the Jews had; 
and make them think Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, 
and fill them with Expectation of Employ- 
ments under him? Nothing ſurely can be 
more out of Character. But however, they 
were terrified ; and the Cynſiderer thinks A 
ſtrange, th ey ſhould loſe the Impreſſion ſo eaſt y | 
and fo ſoon.” ? What Impreſſion does he mean? 
If he means the Sentiments, which he has 
aſcribed to them, I am perſuaded they did not 
| loſe them, for they never had them. The 
Roman Soldiers very probably knew nothing 
more, than that they were appointed. to 98 
the Sepulchre, that the Body might not be 
removed, and that they were 3 with _ 
the Character and Pretenſions of the Perſon 
lying in the Grave, there is not the leaſt Rea- 


n to ſuſpect; much leſs had they any Ex- 5 


5 | FI of — 5 diſturbed by inviſible Power 


124 * 


er Ib naking e ee e 
y te 7 es, and to think of God and his 


2 them (if) you pleaſe) to have ſome Tin- 


Cure of Religion; ſuppoſe too they believed 
with the Centurion at the Crucifixion, | that 


Chrift was indeed a righteous Man; and yet 


farther, that he was particularly favoured of 


the Gods; what is all this to the Purpoſe ? If 


he was a Favourite of the Gods, it was the 


Gods of his own Country, with whom they ima- 


gined they had nothing to do. They had Gods 


of their on, to whom they were bound, and 
whom they ſerved, if they ſerved any Gods at all. 


As to the * TFewiſh Religion, if they thought any 


thing of it, they thought with the reſt of the 


Heathens that it was the worſt of Superſtitions. 


It remains then only that the Soldiers were 


ſcared and terrified by a ſurprizing Sight. And 


where is the Wonder, that, when the Fright 


was over, they ſhould be what they were be- 


fore, mere common Soldiers; and ready to 
take Money, which was to be earned at ſo 
cheap a Rate, as reporting a Story made for 


| them by the chief Prieſts ? It was all one to 
them who moved the Body ; they were unaf- ; 
feed with the Conſequences that alarmed the 


chief Prieſts; and, I dare ſay, ready Money 
outweighed all Hopes, the Confiderer has given 


them, of getting Cormillions 92 25 EACH | 
Mz ub. we 4 | 


1 


as if they had been his Diſciples? But 


1 nr RAW 


155 r A at ett ao an + 


ot; 29% 
In che next Pace he undertakes the Canis of 
the chief Prieſts, and to prove that the Part 


N aſſigned to them in the Goſpel Hiſtory, is a 


weak one, and a wicked one; and thence he 
concludes they neither did nor could act that 
Part, and that the Account of it is forged. 
The firſt Part of his Taſk is indeed an eaſy 
one; for the chief Prieſts acted very fooliſhly 
and very wickedly ; but I am in ſome Pain for 
his Conſequence. Will he maintain that no 
Mien act wickedly or weakly? or though 
many do, yet the chief Prieſts never did or 
could? I doubt he will be at a full Stop here. 
But let us hear him. The Priefts, he ſays, as 


well as the People, were credulous of Miele, | 


being nurſed up in the Belief” of them, which 
| when atteſted by "their own Party, Perſons whoſe 
| ity they tould depend upon (not the flying 
ports of a giddy Mob ) muſt have. prevented 
— in from ang what : 115 here pretended. They 
. At 
- Bat why ſhut thi chief Prieſts be more 
affected by Miracles, atte/ted by their vwn Party, 
1. e. the Guards, than by thoſe which they 
| faw themſelves? Many ſuch there were, ſome 
of them T haye already mentioned; but how 
were they affected by them? Did they not ſeek - 
the Life of Jeſus for raiſing Lazarus, and the 
Life of Lazarus that he might not live's Wit 
neſs of the Power of Jeſus? Did they not ad- 
mit the Miracles, and yet aſcribe them to the 
Fower of Beelxebub ? And might they not with 
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e | teport · 
_ ed to be done at * Sepulchne, to the fame 
Power? Cs. 
If k be ſufficient to {et alide che * rity 
of the Goſpel, becauſe it repreſents the chief 
Prieſts acting ry of the ſame Argu- 
ment will be too hard for the Credit of all the 
Hiſtories in Being; for they all ſhow us Men 
acting with great Folly wed great Wickedneſs. 
The Old Teſtament muſt doubtleſs follow the 
New ; for what is more unreaſonable than the 
Behaviour of the ancient Fews, after their won- 
derful Deliverance from Egypt? May not the 
Confiderer ſay, Had God ſo viſibly interpoſed. for 
their Deliverance, it is. impoſſible. they ſhould 
rebel ſo ſoon as the Hiſtory ſays. they d; and 
therefore the Hiſtory muſt be falſe ? But I leave 
this to conſider a Complaint of Wack higher 
Nature, 1 
The Angel, it Sem, who was the Miniſter 
of God, and acted as by him directed, did very 
| impalitickly in frightening away the. Watch, be- 
fore Jeſus came out of the Spule, ſo. that they 
could not be Witneſſes of his Reſurrectiom . How 
he knows that the Watch was troked” befor 
1 pulchre, I cannot tell; he 
earns it not from the Goſpel. The Angel mov'd 
the Stone for the Sake of thoſe who came to the 
Sepulchre, that they might ſee, and report what 
they ſaw; our Lord certainly wanted not. their 
Help. But why were the Apgely ae # 
Fut Edit. p. 47. eee Coat 
r were 
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the Manner of it. We find in the Goſpe 


2 ͤͤAł;uu ¼G x 


W had there not been an 


N 2 mcor- 


e Riker 


| Schl — Nr tl, ones onthe 
God, or the Angels by his Direction appointed 


the Watch · to be Witneſſes of the Reſurrection, 


and they had been ſcared away before che 
Time, the Objection would wh laid: But 
how was God bound to give this Evidence to 
the Guards? Was it becauſe the Chief Prieſts 


had ſet the Watch? But what Right had they 
NN to God, who ſhould 2 Eye-Wit- 

of his Son's Reſu rrection? The Gala of the 
Watch and what followed was ſufficient to 


convince the Fews, that Jeſus, according to his 


own Prophecy, was three Days in the Heart of 

the Earth, and then releaſed. This Evidence 
oe providentially out of their own Contrivance, 

to watch the Body; but their Contrivance laid 


no Obligation on God, nor could it haſten or 
retard the Reſurrection, or have any Effect on 
„ that 

to 


very particular Care was taken by our 


appoint choſen Witneſſes of the Reſurrection; : 
To them he ſhewed himſelf alive, after the 


Reſurrection; to them were given Powers from 


on high to confirm this Evidence; but where 


does the Confiderer read, that it was referred to 


the High Prieſts, or that they had any Right to 


appoint Witneſſes in this Caſe ? If they had no 


Right to appoint them, no Injury was done in 


not admitting them. And yet after all, — 
the Cunſidererer thinks the Guards did not fe 


enough, they ſaw ſo much as to make their Re- 


- 


8 . A ; Pay : 
4 P I 
* — t - — F 
_— — 2. o dyed 2 r — 8 R 
P aa ca eh . * 2 
7 rm Wee — * r doe” ho ret 7 i 
: HTS P r 
p FOE 8 "API a (NE — r DES 


{ 
* 
i 
18 
1 
1 
; {$8 
" IV 
= 
| 34 
3 
£45 
983 
1 
We +. 
IF 
i W= " 
5: 
* k 
= 
* 38S. 7 
| "343 
i 
it 
2h 1 
3 
N 
i ©); 
; 1 | 
4 8 4 
+24 
s 
. © 
115 
1 
] 
1 
4 11 
1 UT 
* 
1 
CFE 
: = it 
1 
15 
A * 
. 5 
gy 
£4 
wi ! a 
* F 
ERS 
a 
E 
Fil 
a? 
* 
N 
1 
+ 
" . 
1 
1 
* 
"IU 
1 
% 4. 
A 
& 14 
We *: 
7 1 
| * 
5 
F : 
= 
1 
l 
Sy 
K 
FN 
. 85 
4 ＋ 
4 
1 | 
1 
33 


— — wet Aa, * 
N — | r 


- KR apt 28 +I ODEO ren "nts 


. 


— . — * — 5 7 2 
r 


2 * — 
N eel 4 


* 
e 1 * 0 
7 8 bv * 
SY W 1 


————— 
x; . L $8 


incorrigible -Obſtinacy. in \ the. wh Rulers; 
enqugh to awaken their Attention, and + to call 
to their Remembrance the Sign of Janas, which 5 
was to be given them; enough to ue 
| ſerious Reflections upon all the Miracles of 

Gs of which they had themfghyes un: 55 

itneſſes. | oy 

M: 


We come now to conſider the Incon liſtences, 

which the Conſiderer charges upon the Evange- 
' liſts in the Account they give of the Circum- 
ſtances of the Reſurrection. One would ima- 
Line this Gentleman had never read any Piece of 

Hiſtory: reported by different Writers; or any 
Tryal, . whoſe Facts are proved by many Wit- 
neſſes; otherwiſe he would not have objected. to 
the Relations of the Evangeliſts, merely becauſe 


ſome mention Circumſtances omitted by others, 
though all agree in the principal Facts to be 


proved; and all the Circumſtances, though all 
not mentioned by each Writer, are per- 
fectly conſiſtent. For this is the Caſe of all 
Hiſtorians, who treat of the fame Facts; and 
Iam perſuaded, that, had the Goſpel Accounts 
with all their Varieties related to any Matter of 
civil Hiſtory, . and been publiſhed under the 
Name of any Grecian or 2 Hiſtorians, 
theſe different Relations, inſtead of being 
thaught Matter of Objection, would have been 
conſidered as confirming and eſtabliſhing each 
the other. Such Differences among Rer rters 
of the ſame Fact, will always be found from 
* very Nature of 1 For all Fa ber 8 


ing 


NDF". T 
; $ 


"Fs „ 
ing nn many Circumſtances, and all 


of them not of equal deten Hiſtorians, 
according to their different Judgments, chooſe 
to report ſome more, ſome fewer of thoſe Cir- . 
_ - cumſtances,,, This, I fay, muſt be the com- 
mon Caſe, v here Hiſtorians write without Re- 


d to each other; but it muſt neceſſarily be 


fo, where a later Hiſtorian publiſhes an Ac- 
count on Purpoſe to ſupply the Defects or O- 


miſſions of thoſe before him; for then his very 


Deſign is to add ſuch Things or Circumſtances, 


as the others had either up neglected or im- 


| perfeQtly related. 


The Four Goſpels were not publiſhed at the 
ſame Time, nor can the preciſe Date of the 


Publication of each of them be aſcertained. 


St. Matthew by the general Conſent of Anti- 


quity is taken to be firſt, and to have been pub- 
liſhed not many Years fie our Saviour's Cru 


cifixion. St. Mark- and St. Luke came next in 
Order. After all, and long after all came St. 


2. Fobn's Goſpel, publiſh'd i in an extreme old Age, 


and not above a 1 Pear before his Death. His 


Intention was, as all Antiquity bears Witneſs, 


to compleat the Hiſtory of our Saviour, by ad- 


ding what the other Evangeliſts had omitted, 
and enlarging what they had conciſely related. 


This being the State of the Hiſtory, as con- 


| tained in the Four Goſpels; the true Way of 
examining it is, to conſider the Accounts given 
by the three firſt Evangeliſts ſeparately (as be- 


ing the Accounts which lay before St. Fobn, 
moe he. wrote 1 Gol ah: and then to com- 


, The © "mom 


Z  evbich was crucified, 


we ſhall fee, whit . 5 as bf Fond 1 it, and 
av wanting no Addition or Exp 
alſo what Additions or E 

r to inſert; and ſo be able to judge 


* =o : 
4 wh 3 Ok: 


lanation; an 


lions he thought : 
upon the 


prope 
© 8 5 del nog e confiſtent with itſelf, 


th. IR 


In order c 


"Oi y 1 * 


8. Matt. 8 xxvili. 

1. In the End of the 
Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn towards the firſt 
Day of the Week, came 
Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary, to ſee the 
Sepulchre. 

2. And behold above 


vas a great Earthquake; 


for the Angel of the Lord 


deſcended from Heaven, 


and came and rolled back 


the Stone from the Door, 
Ibemſelves, li 
us away the Stone Fat | 


and ſat upon it. 


3. His Countenance was 
Ae Lightening, and bis 


Kaiment white as Snow. 


4. And for fear of him 


the Keepers did ſhake, and 
my as gather Men. 
And the Angel an- 


fovrel and ſaid unto the 


amen, Fear not ye, for 
I know that ye ſeck Jeſus, 


Figs He is mot here: 
he is riſen as be ſaid : 


For 


St. Mark, yes xvi. 
X * And when. the Sab. 
ath was Me 
Magdalene, 4 Mary the 8 
Mother of James and Sa- 
lome, had brought Spices 
that they might come, and 


 anoint him, © «+ 


And 
the Mere Dey" 7 Des Day 


of the Wink, they cams 


to the Sepulchre, at the 

riſing of the Sun. 
3. And they ſaid among 

o Hall roll 


the Door of the pu! 


chre ? 
*s And wine" they - 


looked, they ſaw that the 


Stone was rolled n 


for it was very great. 

5, And entring into the : 
Sepultbye, they ſaw a 
young Man fitting on the 


right Side, clothed in a 
long white Garment, and 
they were affrighted, 


» 


7 
r . 
I think will ariſe from this Method, I will lay 
before him the Account of the three Evange- 
lifts of what paſſed at the 
conſider what the Difference 5 
and laſtly compare them with St. John's Ac- 


een them i 13 
count, and conſider how the Difference will 


ten ſtand, upon the Foot of ee 


Explicaions | ers 12 him. 


* 
* b «oY 


* Tag e iv. 
1. Now upon the fr. 


- Day of the H Week, very 


early inthe Morning, they 
came unto the — 
bringing the Spices, w | 
they: had prepared, and 


ern others with them. 


vR And they found de : 


Stone rolled away from a Slap 
| goin. 100 


ne e 
raps "and found not the 


. 42 of the. Lord Feſus. 


4. And it came to Paſs 47\ bn ci 2 a 
as. they were much 1 
— nar therealout, bebold 


 .4$wwo Men fiood by them 
in ſbining Garments,  - 


g. And as they were 
afraid, and bowed | down 
+ t#beer Faces to the Earth, 


+ they ſaid unto them, Why 


ſeek ye the Living. 1 
he . he 5 


hre; and then 
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St. Matt. Chip. xxviii. 


ith pF | 


ws ſee the Place where _ 5 0 * 1 * | 
.the Lord lay. them, Be, not a 45 . 
7. And go quick, and ye ſeek Feſus of 7 ; 


7. 
tell bis Diſciples, that he 


#s riſen from the Dead; 
and bebold he poeth before 


Von into Galilee, there 
Hall ye ſee bim; bh, 1 have. 
told you. 


8. And they departed 
. quickly from the Sepul- 
. chre, with Fear and great 


Foy, and did run 10 Bring 


his Diſciples Word. 
And as they went to 
tell bis Diſciples, behold, 
Feſus met them, ſaying, 
All Hail; and they came 
and held bim by the Feet, 
and worſhipped him. 


10. Then ſaid Feſus 
was riſen early tbe firſt 
Day of the Week, be ap- 


unto them, Be not afraid: 
go tell my Brethren, that 
they go into Galilee, and 


there * * 2 me. 


. the Sepulcbre : 
 trembled and were amaz- 


which was crucified ; 
is not here; bebold — 
Place where Wig” laid 


F Bim. A 


771 Bus go. your Way, 
tell his Diſciples and Pe- 


ter, that be goeth before 


you into Galilee : There 


hall ye ſee bim Kale es 
undo you. 


8. Auu they. en out 
quickly, and fled from 
For they 


ed : Neither ſaid hy. ay . 


thing. 40 any. Ma : 
. . they were afraid. 


9. Now. when Jolas 


peared firſt to Mary Mag- 


Had caſt ſeven Devils. 
10. And ſhe went and 


told them that bad been 


_ with him, as they mourn- | 
ed and wept, © | 
* And they, whos 


they 144 beard. that he 
was alive, and had been 


* f her, belizves nok. 
8 N. N 
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7. Saying, The Son 9} V 
"Adam; , oo 9 
J7öͤ 
Nen, and be crucified. . e e ene 
Per 12 third oy TY e e , 
ae, 1 tp. 4 75 ; 5 5772 N : „ 5 Haller by 
9. Und returned from * 
base things ta the Eleven, n ; 
and all the reſt. Yee CEE or ben 
10. 1: was Mary Mag: © © 
 dalene and Joanna, and münden ee 
"James, and other JJ. 1 Puts | 
that were with N e 
unto the n,, an 
10 them. _ as He * 


. and they "believed | + 3 


blem not. 1 ; n Sees, 15 e T © © 
5 2. Then aroſe Peter, C 16 -.£ | 
4 4 p 1 1 81 5 2 5; 4 
iy, "Bud , ONE 57 7 anoint. 
3 54 * 5 Ye Bet e 4 
. he Bebuld the Linen J hr wt at nigh 


laid "by tb ſel , and: | wavy Vols 11413 
; of 
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departed, wondering „ DRE | > PS 
elf at ther which war © OE 2 EE 
come to paſs. N e e 
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You ſee St. Matthew M the 0 ha 


' mentions the Earthquake, and: the * 


ſcending to roll away the Stone. As the reſt ſay 


nothing of it, it is very abſurd to ſay, as the (un- 
derer does, that they contradict it. I ſhall 
only therefore obſerve upon this Part, —.— our 


Engliſh Tranſlation is not exact; for 
lating the coming of the Women to tie 


pulchre, it follows, and behold there apas Fat | 
Earthquake, &c. which may lead the Reader 


to imagine, that the -Earthquake . happened, 
whilſt the Women were at the Sepulc re; 


which it did not, St. Matthew was to account 


for the Womens finding the Stone rolled, and 


| therefore inſerts what happened juft before their 


coming; and his Words ſhould 5 2 os 
and behold there had been an Earth 


FLY 


It E compare theſe. three nk Toge- 


ther in other Reſpects, the Difference between 

them will lye in theſe Particulatss. 

I. St. Mark and St. Luke ſay, the Women came 

early to the Sepulchre, bring Ns Spices to anoint 
3 


the Body ; St. Matthew fays t y came! early 
to the Sepulchre, but 12 18. nd hing of Their 
| bringing Spices. N ee gh 


2. St. Matthew ſays the 18 Marys e 
to — Sepulchre; St. Mk the two 14 


Salome; gt Luke lays, .the Women who © came 
from Galilee with him; and he tells us,: * . 
that they were the two Marys, 8 and 


| other Wom en with them. zes Wee 5 
. 0 5 5 155 Aut * J. Pde 
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4 
5 The three Evangeliſts agree that. the Won, - 
men ſawy a Viſion; St. el an 1 5 
St. Mark, a young Man; St. Luke, r Men, 
whom V 23. he calls two Angels. Ge 
4. St. Matthew, and St. Mark agree in.the, 
Meſſage ſent; by the Angels to the Diſciples, that 

he would go before them into Galilee. St. | 
Luke does not mention this Meſſage expreſsly, 
but that the Angels remind the Women of) 
what Jaeſus had ſaid, being with them in Calille, 
of his Death and Reſurrection. 4 
Theſe Differences cannot be accounted for by 

any Thing added in the Goſpel of St. Fabn; and 
therefore I ſhall poſtpone the Conſideration 
of them, for the Sake of purſuing the r 
beſore me. 

Ihe next and moſt material Difference occurs 
in the Account given of our Lord's appearing to 
Mary Magdalene. St. Matthew ſays, that as the 
Women went from the Sepulchre to carry the 
Meſſage to the Diſciples, Igſus met them, and, 
gave them another Meſſage to the Diſciples. St.“ 
Mark, after concluding. the Account of what. 

paſſed at the Sepulchre ſays, Now: when TFefus 
was riſen early os firſt: Day of the Week, he 40 
feared. firſt to Mary Magdalene. He does not 
mention this as Part of what happened at the 
Sepulchre, but as a new and diſtinct Account of 
itſelf. St. Luke gives no Account of our Lord's 
appearing to Mary, 5 
Theſe Accounts onions together, the Gf 
will ſtand thus, Stop at St. Matthew's Accou 
gat VI | 0 2 5 
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e without tacking to it the ſepa- 
rite Relation of the Appearance t6'Mary Mog- 


_ Thich is indeed o-Pary of te Foo b 


2 given by St. Marꝶ of what Happened a at che 
Sepulchre] and then the three Accounts" are 


D 8 Hens the ſmall Variations before 1 men- 


5 &, and hereafter to be accounted bor) Fer 
Be a. he 


for St. Lale s foring 2 vo Appearance; 
for St. Mark's ff ſpeaking, © it as diſtinet from - 
what happened at the Sepulchre ; Mat 

_ thew's placing it before accounted for 
of the firſt Meſſage * 


| : 5 . ike Import from c 


Difficulty with reſpe£> wet Luke is not 

gra; e arance ; forit came 
py as will preſently. 
Matthew and St. Mark, wy now this Ap- 
pearance, ic VASE , who rele ths 6. 
pearance, agree that it was early on the firſt 
| iy of che Week; St. Matthew'fays, it was as 
they went to tell the Diſciples ;-and ſo it might 

be conſiſtently with St. Mart, for he has faid 
Nothing ta the contrary. Thus the Caſe would 

_ - ſand, had we only the Hiſtory as given by 
5 e lifts, 


5 8 


08'd to | 


—_— * — 3 —— 36.3 
and St. Luke. together, and St. John plain 
nr where St. Aal la B. 


. ſaw Angels, recei receiv d a M. to 
| he Diſciples ; that they delivered the Meſlage, 


and that Peter upan 
the Sepulchre, and found every Thing to ar 


the Relation. Now St. Jahn went and was a 
Witneſs of theſe Things as well as Peter ; he 


leaves therefore St. Luke's Account, (which was 


exact as to what happened before Peter went) 


as he found it; and carries it on by b 
with a clear and diſtin& Account of his own 
going with Peter to the Sepulchte. - To intro- 


duoe this Account he ſays, The firſt Day of the 


_ Week cometh. Magdalene early, when it 


| "how taken away from the Sepulchre. Then ſhe 


| Diſciple whom Feſus loved,” &c. He then gives 


the State of the Sepulchre. It appears at I 11. 
that Mary returned to the Sepulchre, and ſtaid 
r nn, that the faw "again 1 


. Luke relates bow he Wenes wei he 


hearing it went away to 


get dark, unto the Sepulchre ; and ſeeth the 
4 runneth and cometh to Simon Peter, and the other 
t of what. he and St. Peter obſerved my | 


* 9-1" o 


(2268) | 
g, ad $a himſelf, he 
Meſlag to deliver to the Diſciples: - - 
Lt eee — , Le | . 
reſpond t Dian ou o | 477 
"Wh 1 It is manifeſt that ary went tw 2 t 
| chre.' Faith Ck 321375104 v7"; TE 
Va That St. Fol gives no * Fete ae. _ 
What paſſed at her firſt being there, except 
that ſhe found the Stone taken away from the. 
Sepulchre, and this only as introductive to what 
he had to add further. 
3. That the Story of hercarſtgeing). _ ae 5 
related to it, ended at the Relation ſhe mage: of, - 
what ſhe had ſeen, to Peter and John. 1 
4. That the Appearance of Jeſus to vgs and 
the Meſſage given to her, was at her ſecond. ber 
ing at the Sepulchre. | 
It comes out Net theſe Lights given by St. . 
 Fohn, 
7 iſt. That St. 7 Account related ti: ; 
to what happened at Mary's firſt going to the 
Sepulchre ; for it ends at St. Peters ſetting out 
to view the Sepulchre, where St. Tobn begins. 
2dly. Since St. Luke's Account agrees with. 
St. Matthew's. and St. Mark's, in relating what 
paſſed at the Sepulchre, it follows that, their 
Accounts are Relations of what paſſed only at 
Mary's firſt coming, 1. e. St. Matthew's, wen 
count to V 8, incluſive, and St. n, * ' 
y8, clufive,- at * 
zly. St. Fob having AR us, * wy Cirift 
[52 appeargd to Mary, and delivered bis Meſſage wb ; 
r 


ee chat wht St. Matthew's Sa e. 
and 8. Mark V. 9. 10% 1 1. Happenedlat her 
__*eccend comind g 0 1 1c Te: 45.47 7 bo 
20 Thus St. Job's additional Account has g 

us a clear Order of the whole Tranſaction. 


< + 
* i 
[2 


And it appears that St. Lale ae the 


Women merely as Meſſengers of the News to 


the Diſciples ; and as ſoon as the Meſſage: was 
delivered, and the Diſciples made acquainted 


with it, che proſecutes their! Story no further. 
St. Mark in like Manner, but adds the. Ap- 
earance to , a diſtinet and“ {eparate 
R by ilellt. FFC 
St. Mattbe o has given an — of iliac 
happened at the firſt going to the e ; 
and has alſo mentioned the Appearan 
Mary, which he has connected 2torithes — 
Account as Part (and ſo indeed it was) of the 
ſame Tranſaction. Had he mentioned this 
Pr eee as St. Mark has mientioned it, 
without making any Connection between: che 
Appearance and the Story of the firſt Viſit to 
the Sepulchre, there Nat been; a ifß eule in 
2 this Part of the Oaſe! n d 
1 Difiiculty there now ia ariſes 0 
Manner in which St. Mattbem connects theſe 
two Parts together; he ſays; tliat Feſirs5ap- 


peared to the Women, us they ent 10 tell be 


Dijſciples; St. Jams Account id, that hel ap- 
1 to Aury cafter:1h 
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in carrying the firſt 
And this accounts likewiſe. for our 


and Import as 


— into! different Periods: fig: on eh eit 
bras. Decauſecthe Language, uſed by St. Mar 
thew, does really import no more than the 
} Order in which things happened: He 
Lys, &s $Togevoiſo analy, A they were going 
to tell. Vou have, at ver. 11. the very fame 
Way of ſpeaking, wogeueppuy 5 aurar. It is the 
very ſarne Note of 2 for! he ſpeaks of the 


Women's going with the Meſſage, and ſays, 


Now when they (the Women) were going, br- 


bold the Watch: came into the City, and ſhewed 


 the:Chief Prieſts all the Things — done. 
Can any one ſuppoſe, that the Evuangeliſt me: 


more, than that the Watch went to the C iy | 


about the fame Time that the Women went 


to the Diſciples? Or if it could pofſibly 8 
n d Watch were really a Quarter an 
Hour ſooner or later than the Women; would 

this, in the Opinion of any Man living, im- 


the Credit of the Hiſtorian? If any ow . 


ſon: defires more Inſtances of theſe Tranſitions, 
they occur frequently in St. Matthew, and i 
other Writers of the New Teftament,, 1h 
As to the Order in which we . placed 
the Tranſactions at the — * D. 
riſon of the four 0 | n= 
by 


Y firmed and eſtabliſhed, beyond all Doubt, 
I N : > the 


#oniſted, which — at. chan epil 
oben they found . not: bis Boch,) #hty-'©a 


fad, tlut be ius alive. And certain ef them 
dar were with: us, cent to nb Sepulchre," an 
uud ir Een fo. as! the. Women had- ſaid; bus 
lim they ſaw not *, Compare this with St. 
s' OWN Mcount, and 86. Jabs, vas: fapas 


EN — kind che Face depot 
he ſame Order. Theſe two Diſciples 
lefÞ'Ferufalem as ſoon as Peter and Fon: had 
made their ee before Muy ee, 
K che nc Chr to hers! | 
vey ys, proves, that - Ko nt, as it mand 
im St. Matthew,” including the Appear: = Y ell 
Mary an ne, Was not told to the D 
at nee, but muſt be accounted for in the man 
mee erwyiſe theſe wor 

les muſt had nent eee 10 
i, as well as of the other Circumſtances! 
prior to it, which they fo punctually relate. r 
een ke here plainly, that that the twd Diſciples 
zeaking of the firſt Viſit the Woin 
ulchr: eee Bach a 
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; And, for want of. obſerving. tl 
| Fore of the xp, I OH 3 
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* not to agree with 8. "Matthew's Ao: 


* „ 


i Se. Foln ſpeaks only of Mor 
79. Magdalene, the being the ptineipal Per. 
ſon; and it being not at all — 10 his 

purpoſe to mention more (for a Meſſage deli- 
vsred by her, accounts as well for his going to 

the Sepulchre, as if it had betn deliyered by, 
twentyz) yet if you conſider what Mary a. 
_ „it will appear, dn, i he Was 
net alone, - Her Wards are, they have talen the 
| Lord out vf the Sepulcbre, and WB. in a 


e Aon. qu. , Third Ed. p. 34. 
. 142 5 where 
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* 
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hat? No left her a £0 3 * N. 


h 


de appeared unte the Eleven. The firſt 


£ 


Ce be Ik como 
FRO 7 * 


4 10 fl. Mark) be ce. 
y Magdalene. His 
ere he male wa r 
it was to ber only, he does not f 


ver. 12. after that he ed | 
Form to two of them, and, ver. 14. afterward 
Ap- 


ce then was certainly to Mary Magaa- 
we; hut whether to her alone, depends d 
a, ae Cornpariſon of the lifts. toge- 
ther. And, upon the whole, I think the Ac- 
count here given ſeems to me to be the moſt 
; which 1 would'be underſtoqd to fay, 
ut. "Prejudice to other Interpretations, 
1 worthy and mann daun 
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But let us: How 4ouk: beck to the 8 
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1 oY” Ns 45 N 31 Wert i 5. 
1 giv 18 t to any Pibos- of: Hiſtory Ys: to 
ſhew the Motives' of the principal Actions re- 


corded: - But where the Fad X"Iefelf ! is the only 
material ching, ſuch Citcuniſtances may, or 


may not be added; as the Hiſtorian pleaſe. uin 
the preſent Cafe the Fact irſelf, that he Hamen 
deere early at "the Sepulobre, ſive the." Stone ol 
led away, and th Body mot there; arb the only... 
material things in the Narration. And he 0 
ther they caiſis early to the Sepulchre,, for one 
Reaſon or for another, is Of little Conſequence,; 
and i is in the Diſcretion: of the Writer to add 
or omit the Reaſon as he pleuſes, without Pre- 
judice to the' Hiſtory, oli depends on the 
Truth of the Fact only. St. Matthew has ſaid 
nothing to intimate, that they did not bring 
Spices, nor has he aff gned any, other Reaſon, 
for their coming; and, 55 Conſiderer excepted, . 
I believe no Man enn diſcern 1 ane | 


in the Accounts. © "22:75 
2. The ſecon 350 that 8t. Matthew ſays, the, ” 
two Marys came to the Sepulchre; St. Mark, : 


the two Marys and Salome; St. Luke, e 
Women who came from S and he rer 
kons, ver. TY, the two Mary . Foanna, and. o. 
ther Wombn with ghem. © $5. * Wed HET BSW tad. 
The three Evang eli ifts agree. in naming the 


two o Mas as the g Perſons — i 


; Lg 


-b diffivent: Wai nd is no Diſer any 
Suppoſe that three ——— 
an Account of opening a Seſſions of Parliame f 
SRI firſt ſhould ſay, The King, -attei 
* by the Prince, -came-to-Parliament. ” —, The 
Second, The King, attended by the Prince 
* and the Duke. The Third, The King, 
ce attended by the Prince, the Duke, and the 
0 principal - Officers of State: Would _y 
Man living imagine he ſaw Contradictions 
theſe Accounts? Why then is the Goſpel uuf. 
in a Caſe, where no eee we 
World would be ſuſſ | 
3. The ſame An wer may be- en the 
third Variation, as far as it relates to the Num- 
ber of Angels ſeen. The mentioning one was 
þ mags to anſwer all the purpoſes of the Hi- 
and he who ſays there were two, does 
not contradict him who mentions one, unleſs he 
has ſaid, there was Pu es, n none . 
Evan elif has ſaid. | 
"The Confiderer thinks N 10 — 4 
wo the Evangeliſts, becauſe ſome ſpeak of the 
Women ſeeing Angels, others call them Men. 
25 He iht dans ſaid St. Lule contradicts him- 
elf; for he calls them both Men and Angels, 
in different Parts of his Relation. The Truth 
i, the Angels are ſometimes called Men, be- 
cauſe they n in my Hoca of Men; => 


1 


uud whatever elſe 


| 3 — — to im on. a the Pl 
appr 0 315. 5 * 1 4 on 5 IP ill „ N 


Account: He 15 not bere; 3 4 5 — * 
- ;faid. As ſoon as the Women had received tliis 
Inſormation from the Angels, he ſays they went 
and told the Diſciples; and ſo ſays St. Matthew, 
The Meſſage then, as delivered n | 
122 —— 
ce ft int ande 3 ds clear 


again, befots he left them ; and plainly — 
_ that the Time was come to take leave of 
them (otherwiſe what Occaſion was there 


appoint this Meeting merely to ſee him, if he 


Was to continue with them?) This being, I fay, 
the Caſe, the other Evangel:fis mention * firſt 
Patt of the Meſſage as including the whole; 

St. Jobn adds the latter Part, to explain and aſ- 
| Certain the Meaning. The whole Meſſage then 
will ſtand thus: Go, tell my Diſciples to go 
«© into'Gallee; there they ſhall ſee me before 


1 leave this World, and aſcend to my Fa- 


ther and your Father, Sc. Is not this Meſ- 
ſage all of a piece? Does not one Part imply 
and infer the other? If the Coniderer can think 


otherwiſe, che has a greater Talent (and indeed 


I think he has) of raiſing ContradiCtions, than 
any Philoſopher, cither moral or immoral, ever 
f had before him. 
The Confiderer has farther Difficulties Rill. 
By Se. Luke, he fays, 47 ars, that the Men 
were at the Se N e Ang els were gone; 
Sur by St. Joho, a7 1 were 9 before the 


Hngels came. ' Therefore either the Men did mot 


fre" the Angels, or the Witneſſes do not agree in 


their Evidence about it. What 4 ork is 
here about nothing! Who told him the Men 


did ſee the ws. wolf It is manifeſt wy 1 not. 
* rig bar p. 51, 52. Third En N 
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(arg) 


The gt of A 


Far ad Fw came; the ſecond: was after 


= vere gone. But the Confiderer- wants, a 
"Reaſon to be given, why the Angels withdrew, 


as he expreſſes it, upon the Mens cuming ? He 


may as well enquire, why: they are withdrawn 
now. If God thought proper to inform the 
Women of the Reſurrection, by an Appearanc 

of Angels, and not the Men, he had ais Rea- 


ſons, and wiſe ones doubtleſs, een the Cav- : 
a derer cannot ſee them. 1134S 


But we have not yet done: st. A re- 
ports that Mary beld Jeſus by the: Feet,” and wur- 
Shipped bim; St. Fohn, that Feſus faid to her, 
Touch me not. Here the Cor 
again; but what offends him, I carinot imagine; 
It Mary had not laid hold of Feſus's Feet, he 
| 0 have had no Occaſion to ſay, Touch mne 
Theſe Words therefore in St. John ſup- 
po e the Caſe to have been as WOOL 

Matthew; and yet the Confderer & Fn of 

will not fee it. . 

From the Words, Touch. me nor; * + ou 
not yet aſcended to my Father ; a Suſpicion had 
been raiſed by I oolſton, that 'Chrift's Body was 


. Author of 


the Tryal had expoſed and confuted fo. weak 
and groundleſs a Suggeſtion. . It could not, 
„as he had proved, be inferred from the 
44 Words, Touch me not : for thouſands * it 


6 * Firſt Fair, p. 575 * ; Third Edit.,p. 4 ; 
: N W 7 ; | | « « every 


rer is puzzled 7 


5 . 

_ 4, every Day, without "giving the leaſt falpicion; i 
« that their. Bodies are not capable of being 
c touched: nor from the Words I am not yet 
&  aſtended to ny Fucber, for tho there is a. | 
_ © Difficulty ,.in, theſe Words, there is no 
« difficulty in ſeeing, that they have no 
«. Relation to Cbriſts Body, for of his Body 
« nothing is ſaid *,” And what ſays the Confi=. 
derer? why V the Wards, touch me not (ſays 
he) did not 22 2 + touch not. my. body, what. 
did they. fignify* ? The Author, of the Tryal, 
you. ſee, had faid that theſe Words, I am not. 
aſcended to my Father, had no Relation to 
 Ghriff's Body, and the Confiderer repreſents him 

as ſaying, that the Words touch me not had no 

Relation to it. This is the Confiderer's Method 
of anſwering Books; becauſe he finds it difficult 
to anſwer what the Author has ſaid, be is 
reſolved to confute what he has not aid.» 

The next Appearance of Cbriſt was on a che 
Day of the Reſurrection, to two Diſciples in 
their Road to Emmaus. St. Mark — mn. 
mention'd this Story ©. But we are indebted to 
St, Luke for. the particulars of it. One of 
the two, St. Luke tells us, was Cleophas ; and 
the other, if we may believe the Canfiderer, was 
Simon Peter. Who it really was, is of little . 
Importance in itſelf; that it was not Sn 
Peter, whatever he thinks of the Matter, is 
moſt evident. Had Peter Bee N it is _ 


1 5 Te ryal p. 66. * Firſt Edit. p p. 53. Third Eat. 
p. '* Chap. xvi. 12. * * xxiv. 13, &c. 


« — 
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ar rinci e e When 
the Converſation turned upon Peter 
— 1 It is the leſs likely, becauſe St. Peter 
was probably then at Jeruſalem, whete the ſame 
Evangelift | informs us the Eleven were gathered 
together. But to put the Matter out of all 
Doubt, when the two Diſciples returned from 
Emmaus to the Apoſtles at Feruſalem, they 
found them diſcourſing about an Appearance of 
Ctriß to Simon Peter; The Lord is riſen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon i. I defire to know, 
what Appearance the Evangeliſt means here? 
Is it that to the two Diſciples ih the Road to 
Emmaus? Impoſſible. Theſe Diſciples had not 
vet made their Report; and it will be too much 
for the Confiderer to ſay, that the Eleven knew . 
it by Inſpiration. 1 85 
. If the. Reader is defirony to know how the 
came by this Notion, I think F can 
inform him. It is founded, if I miſtake not, 


upon this very Paſſage, the Lord is riſen, W 


hath appeared to Simon, which proves the direct 4 


porn O Had the Confiderer argued that Moſes 
. wrote the Pentateuch, therefore Simon Peter 
was ths Companion of Clegphas,' it would have 
been much more excuſable; becauſe thou gh it 
would not have proved his Concluſion to be 
true, it would not, as this Text does, prove it 
to be falſe. The Confiderer ſuppoſes that to be 
4 Report of the two Diſciples to the Eleven, 


bids. Id 9.34. 


| © ovich 


| (42700 Ee: 
3 in Fact 4 3 


to them, viz. that he Lord 2095 rife and bud 
appeared to Simon. Inſenſible of this Blunder, 


evident as it is, he goes on, and raiſes this very 


wiſe Reflection upon it, that it ſeems as ff it 
did not ar to be the Lord to Cleopbas, but 'to | 


Simon only s; an Inference impertinent 


had his Conftrudtion of the Paſſage been right; ; 


| but what can be ſaid of it, * the Con- 
ſtruction is ſo manifeſtly wrong ? 


His Remarks upon the Story itſelf are - Fuſt as | 
groundleſs, as thoſe upon the Perſons of the two 
Diſciples. He is, I ſuppoſe, offended at it, 


| becauſe there appears to be ſomething miraculous 
in it. Miracles he treats every where as abſurd 


and impoſſible, and ſeems to think that- God 
has no more Authority in his own Creation 
than he and I have. St. Mark ſays, our Saviour 
appeared to the two Diſciples i in another Form ; 
St. Luke, that their Eyes were holden; and this 


_ the Confiderer places to the Account of Contra- 


ditions ; one Evangeliſt making the Cauſe to 


ebe in the Object, and the other in the Eyes k. 


It is ſtrange the Gentleman will not underfland | 
common Language. Who does not ſee that the 
Evangeliſts meant to expreſs the ſelf fame 


| Thing? If Jeſus appeared in another 'Form, 


their Eyes of courſe were holden, that they 


ſhould not know him : All that the 


5 mean to intimate l, that , was: _ in- 
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err atural way; the Author of the . Tobe die | 


Philoſophy, — ſuch as will evireſpend exactly. 
with the Expreflions of both Evangeliſts. The 
 Confiderer has thought proper to take no Notice 
af This, or none that deſerves any Anſwer.  * 
One Queſtion however he has put in Regard 
to this Story, to which I ſhall give him an An- 
ſwer. The Queſtion is this; Can any good 
Reaſon be given, "why Jeſus did not diſcover him. 
ſelf to ta by the Way, and give them the , ; 
which ſuch Diſcovery would have made? : 
Now the Point diſcuſſed upon the Road was, . 
whether it was not agreeble to Prophecy, that 5 
Cbriſt ſhould ſuffer and riſe again from the 
dead. Cbriſt himſelf undertook to prove this 
Propoſition at large, from the Scriptures of the 
old Teſtament, and the Argument ſcemed to 
bave its intended Effect. Suppoſe now he had 
firſt made himſelf known, and then entered 
upon this Argument, what would have been 


the Conſequence ? Plainly this; the Surprize of 


ſeeing one from the dead, and the Authority of 
Chriſt reaſoning from the Scriptures, muſt have 
diſturb'd their judgment, and made them 
wy ſabmit to his Interpretation of the 
r without conſidering whether juſt or 
not. The plain Reaſon therefore, why the 
Ty" was not made ſooner i is, that he 73 


g ki r 35. | Thin Bp 4 4 Eo] 


* + 
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— 28 4 


oe a Meniag very m — 19 
though very little obierved by the Gentlemen 
of his Stamp, that all Prejudice and Prepoſſeiſſi 
ſhould be excluded in ſearching after Truth. 

The Appearance of our — at dieren 
Times, to the Women and to one or two of 


the Diſciples detached from the reſt, adds no 


- ſmall weight to the general Evidence of the 
. Reſurrection, But the greateſt Point ſingly 
conſidered, - is his ſhewing himſelf to the whole 


Body of Diſciples ;. — drinking, and con- 


verſing with them, and giying them an Op- 
portunity of being ſatisfied of the Fact at leiſure, 


by all proper Methods of Tryal, and by the 
ä Variety of Evidence that a matter of Fact is 


| Capable of. Such A ces there are ſeveral. 
The. Credit, of them ſtands upon the united 


Teſtimony” of all the New, Teſtament Writers. 
The four Evangeliſts, the Author of the Ads; 


and St. Paul are unanimous in the Point. And 


what has the (Canſiderer oppoſed: to Evidence © 


= and ſtrong ? why he is puzzling. —— 1 


his Readers with ſome -Circn 


= — Place, which he either does — 
will not underſtand; comparing the Conciſeneſs 
of. one Writer with the Copiouſneſs of another, 
' miſtaking one Appearance for another, and 
* | with 
1 


E375 inſelf, ; and the reli —— 
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no Claim to, 1 Ihe 
therefore compare the ſeveral Writers of the 
Copel together, as to the manner of ſtating 
che Fact, . — Notice of the Confiderer's 
— in my Way. I would 
rae” ory then, whe Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
Uiffer as to the Point in Queſtion ? Do they not 
agree one and all that Chrift ſhewed himſelf to 
the Eleven Apoſtles ? This, I think, is granted. 
And do they not further agree with Regard to 


bis Diſcourſe, that it was in Sum and Sub- 


ſtance the ſame ?- This the Confiderer' does not 
deny. Where then lies the Difference ? Why 
Matthew, it ſeems, diſagrees with Luke as 1 
Time and Place; for Matthew fays it was at 4 
Mountain in Galilee; whereas, according 10 
Luke, it was at Jeruſalem! The Cnzfiderer 
will excuſe me, if I take no Notice of his 
pretended Difference of Time; the Matter of 
Place being once explaines, the Time wil 
| itſelf. l f 
| Bak 1 is- allowed: — that the Place ef W 
view, according to St. Matthew, was in Gt 
Be, acpording © to St. Luke; at Jeruſalbm. 
What then? Does St. Marth ay that he met 


"is be rp; no where but in Galle, or St. 


ne E 


Fut Edi 1 mu Bak. pg. * Put Edie. 
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g u Rur tasten oy at e! 
like it. What hinders, then, but 
a might meet both in Galilee pcs Fes 
ruſalem? The Confiderer thinks that, in the 
Senſe of theſe Writers, they met fon the firſt 
and laſt Time; but here again he concludes, as 
— a great deal too faſt, and outruns his 
Evidence. Does either of them declare that it 
was the firſt and laſt Time? No. What Cir- 
cumſtance then is it, upon which the Confiderer 
builds ſo poſitive a Concluſion? Why it, is 
this; neither of theſe Writers mentions more 
than one Interview with Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, therefore in their Senſe of the Matter, 
there could be but one. Is this the Logic, that 
5 ove Chrift and his Apoſtles to be Cheats 
int mpoſtors? To ſhow Mankind: the ſtupid 
Nature of Bigotry, and to hold forth the arcept- 
able Light of Truth? Is it not amazing that a 
Man ſhould ſet up for a Diſturber of Religion, 
who is ſo poorly provided with that natural 
Logic of. common wn witken-all Nen us 
born with ? 
Had the Confiderer had the leaſt Jnclinarion 
to treat the Goſpel with any Fairneſs, he could 
not have miſtaken ſo egregiouſly in this Part. 


Matthew and Luke, he obſerves, diſagree in 


| Time and Place. Is it not a natural Conſe- 
_ quence that they ſpeak of different Appearances 
Douce it is. But inſtead * —_ * 


8 : . : 2 2 2 Page 175 72. | OO neme ee tf  £þ G 
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| Us of is, "RY ſuppoſ 
Proof for it, to ſpeak 


15 Matt. xxvi. ya.” Mark iv. 28. 


Ls 122 1 * 
es them, e 
of one and the ſame Ap- 
pearance, and to contradict one another in aſ- 
ſigning different Times and Places. 
But that there may not remain any Doubt 


or Obſcurity upo 4 of the Hiſtory, & 


is proper to take notice of the Reaſon why _— 5 
M ſent from the Sepulchre, appo 
Diſciples to go into Galilte to ſee Feſus, though 
he notwithſtanding appeared to them that very 


Night at Fers/alem. 


| 3 Bleſſed Lord before his Crucifixion told 


his Diſciples, After that I am riſen, I will % 
before you into Galilee *, This was the Evi- 


dence he promiſed to give of his Reſurrection; 


and Galilee probably was choſen for the Place, 
becauſe he had ſpent much Time, and had 
many Diſciples there, who were to have this 
Evidence given them. This then was the pub- | 
lic Appearance, of which our Lord had given 


Notice in his Life-time ; whereas the Appear- 
ances at Jeruſalem were not upon Notice given, 
and were to the eleven Apoſtles, and to ſuch 


| caly as happened to be with them. 


The Angels therefore, and our Lord him | 


ſelf in his firſt Appearance, remind the Diſci- 
yu to go into Ga/ilee, to receive the Evidence 


had promiſed to give them of his Reſurre- 


Ction. — a was no Occaſion to mention his 


Intention to ſee them that Night at Jerſalem, 
of which no Expectation had been given. 


Nou 


inted the 


ns). 


{NG thoug h the A 


St, Mark makes the Promiſe of this A 


to concern the Women as well as the Men, 
The Words of the Angels to the Women are, 


there ſhall ye ſee him as be ſaid unto you. This 
then was a public Meeting before an Aſſembly 


warned to be preſent; and here it was (as there 


is great Reaſon to 1 that our Lord ap- 


| to aboye five 
according to the Relation made by St. Paul . 


I be intermediate Appearance to the Apoſtles 
interfered not with this Appointment, which 


was obſerved by the Apoſtles, who went into 


Galilee to ſee Feſis there. This being the Ap- 


ce foretold, and the Evidence ſpecially 


promiſed, St. Matthew paſſes over all the other 
| Appearances, and reports this as the Completion 
1 our Lord's Prophecy, as the Aſſurancęe giver 


in his Life-time, repeated by the Angels, and 
by himſelf at the Sepulchre. He mentions the 
Eleven only as travelling into Galilte, in Obe- 


dience to the Command they received; but it 
is to be collected from his ſhort Account, that 


others were preſent and ſaw the Lord Fot ; 


he fays of the Eleven, When they ſaw him they 


worſhipped him—and adds, but fome doubteds : 
wy 'can hardly be ſuppoſed wt ev theo: " 


4 CoM; oo 7 0 
, 


Ra 2 


| ice at  Feruſalem 
was to the Eleven only; yet the Meſſage to 
meet him in Galilee was to all his Diſciples, 


undred Brethren at once, 


4 cho þ een bin ore at erufalom, u 
on. | eeing 4 — 12255 him. «end p p 

But it may be proper to conſider =A one | 
Fe the ſeveral Appearances of Jeſus, and the 
Order of them, as it mer ie called from. the 
Bored Hiſtorians. 

1. The firſt, which was at or near. che te. 


9 


poulchte, to Mary Magdalene and other Women, 

| * s been accounted for at large already, . 

2. That to the two Diſci ples going to Em- 5 
maus was on the Day of the Reſurrection, and 
is attended with no n Difficulty ariſing 
from the Account as to Time or Place, or any 
other Circumſtances, The Confiderer has no 
Fault to find, but that there is ſomething mi- 
raculous in the Circnmiſtances of it, This too 
e been Tonſidered, as far as was neceſſary. 

3. The ſame Day our Lord appeared yk 8t. 


. but whether before he converſed with the 
two Diſciples or after, is not certain. It was 


Not till after the two Diſciples had left Feruſa- 
em, and ſet out for Emmaus ; for it appears in 
the Account they give our Lord of what had 
gome to their Knowledge, that they knew no- 
thing of any Appearance to Peter: And yet it 
was before theſe - two | Diſciples returned to 
¶Feruſalem : for they found the Eleven diſ- 
courling of this Appearance to Peter. It is 
doubtful therefore 2 of the two laſt men- 
tioned ſhould be placed firſt; but they both 
„ happened on the Day ol the Reſurrection. 5 
. The ö 


Galen | 


5. The Appearance to the Bieren wh 


ö Ng (3 125 5) 

"ow The next in order is the Apperaxe a 
the Evening of the ſame Day unto the Eley 
mentioned by St. Mark, xvi. 1 14. and St. I 1 
xXxiv. 36, and St. Jobn, . 19. St. Luke and 
St. Jaln plainly. e deſcribe the Time of 


this Appearance; and that St. Marꝶ means the 
fame Appearance may be collected RE Savi-⸗ 


our upbraiding the Eleven —becauſe they bellev- 


ed not them which: had ſeen him after he was 
riſen; which ſhows that this was the firſt Time, 
be had appeared to them himſelf. 3 


Thomas was with them, Fobn, Xx. 26. * 
was eight Days after. 
6. The Appearance to the ſeventy Dijei- 


ples at the Sea of Tiberias, „ e eee 
The Appearance in Galilee mentioned ex- 


Fo. 
7 prefoly by. St. Mativew, only, but referred to 
ls FR TT 


w yoo” % 


_ 26 The Appearance at Feru whalem before — 
Aſcenſion, As, 1. 6. It is plain this Appearance 


was at Feruſalem; for . 45 our Lord orders 
the Apoſtles to tarry at Fer /alem ; and that 
he met them, juſt before þ is. ; Aſcenſion i is evi 


dent, Y. 12. for they returned to Jernſalem, 


from whence they had followed him to. Mount 
Olivet, to be. Witneſſes of his Aſcenſion. 


I amit the Relation of Appearances given by 


St. Paul, 1 Gr. 3-6 for his Account HRT 
Diffculy 75 Lf 30000 
The Time a five + ir. op Bearances 
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"Eh at the Sea of Tiberias, was before the. | 
Command given them, not to depart from Je. 
 _ rujalem, for after that Command they could 

not have gone to the Sea of Tiberias. The * 


Seventh then was that enen gen ee G | 


Command to ſtay at Feru/alem, and was the 
Appearance appointed i in Galilee by our Lord in 
his Life Time, and by the Angels at the Se- 
FRO. The Eighth v was the laſt, and is right- 
ly placed as to the Order of Time and as to the 
1 for it followed the Injunction to ſtay at 
Feruſalem, and was that wherein our Lord aſ- 
cended, which was the EP e 
Apoſtles. 

Let us ſee now whether by this Light; we 
can account for the Manner in which the Evan 
geliſts relate theſe Ap If you read 
Matthew by himſelf, you have an Account of 

one 'Appearance only. The fame may be ſaid 
with Reſpect to Mart and Luke; who both 
ſeem to ſpeak of the fame Appearance, but ma- 
nifeſtly a different one from that of St. Matthew, 
which was in Galilre; whereas the other was at 
eruſalem, ' How comes it now to paſs that 
eſe Evangeliſts mention each of them but one 
A if there were indeed ſo many more? 
Truth is, that the Evangeliſts did not 
write full Hiſtories of our Saviour's Life, but 
ſhort Annals or Commentaries ; and ſometimes 
contracted into one Diſcourſe or Narration, 
Things relating to the ſame Matter, though | 
9 or done at different Times 95565 , 


N 
 fays of his own Goſpel, Many other Signt 
44 Fefus i in the Preſence of his Diſciples, aich 
are nit written in this Book," may be ſaid very 
fairly of the reſt, The Words of St. Joln fol- 
low OY after the Account he has given 
of the Appearances to the Diſciples after the 
Reſurrdion, _ NY! referred to the Opi- 
nion in his of man other A ne 

made to the Dita 15 . 
Now though St. Matthew reports only the 
Appearance in Galilee, and St. Mark and St. 


Lathe ſeem to report only that on the Day of the 


| Reſurrection at Jeruſalem; yet St. Mark has 
given a plain Intimation of that in Galilze, by 
the Meſſage from the Angels to the Diſciples; 
and St. John has reported and diſtinguiſhed | 
three Appearances, and given Notice that there 
were others not written in his Book. 

St. Luke in the Acts of the Apoſtles has re- 
ferred to ſeveral Appearances, telling us, that 
Jeſus ſbemed himſelf alive after his Paſfon oy 
many infallible Proofs, beeng ſeen of them forty 
Days, and ſpeaking of the Things pertaining to th 
Kingdom of God.* You have here a conciſe 
2 Account of our Lord's appearing to 
Diſciples, and of the ſubject Matter of his Diſ— 
courſes to them at thoſe Times, that he ſpoke. 
of the Things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. 
After this general Account he mentions two. 
diſtin A which were e to 


* John xx 30. Ae 
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be had — the — The belt , 
that wherein he orders them to #arry-af Jeru- 
am; the ſecond is that at Jern/alem, when 
he took leave of them and aſcended. The firſt 
_ of theſe Appearances is remarkably intro- 
duuced - 4. and being aſſembled together worth 
| them); the Original is, xai oven; apple 
dure; which Words are properly to be render- 
ed, and having affembled them together.“ The 
other Appearances recorded ſeem to be acci- 
dental, by our Lord's coming in when the Eleven 
were not together; but this is ſpoken of as a 
eg ſummoned by himſelf, and was, 1 
doubt not, that Meeting which he had ap- 
pointed the Day of his Reſurrection, by t 
Meſſage ſent to the Diſciples by the Angels and by | 
himſelf; and is the very ſame Meeting in Galilee 
mentioned by St. Matthew. At this Meeting 
S*. Luke ſays, the Diſciples received the Order 
to tarry at Feruſalom; after which they could 
not travel into Galilee, as they were command 


ed, and conſequently this Appearance was itfelf 


the Appearance at Galilee; or happened after 10 8 
which there is no Reaſon to think. ; 
The Diſciples being thus ordered to l 
 flem, repair thither. When they therefore were 
come together, they aſted him, G. Milt thou 
at this Time reflore the Kingdom to Hrael? This 
-  "O_— was not aſſced at is * men- 


1 3 - Vide Grotium in let 8 8 ; * 
8 1 1 dined ; 


* * 2 4 N 3 3 * * N 7 
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Ie tioned * 6: for what Occaſion Was there to 
mention again their coming together, after we 
had been juſt told they were together? Had it 
been ſaid, then they aſtea, &c. it would have been 
a Continuation of the Diſcourſe with the ſame 


Aſſembly ; but when their Meeting together is 


ſo diſtinctiy mentioned, it ſhews it to be ano-— 
ther and a different Meeting, after the Diſciples 
were got together at Ferufalem. 
At this Meeting our Lord aſſures them they 
| ſhould receive Power by the coming of the holy 
' Ghoſt; then led them to\Bethany, or Mount” 
Oliver, and in their Preſence aſcended, 
Let us examine now how far theſe Panel 
Accounts will enable us to adjuſt the abridgd 
Narration of our Saviour's Appearances in the 
three firſt Evangeliſts. The fulleſt is that of 
St. Luke; he mentions our Lord's appearing to 
the Eleven, and thoſe with them on the Even» ' 


ing of the Reſurrection. But it is manifeſt, un- 


der that Appearance, he brought together the 
Sum of what was done and ſaid by our Saviour, 
during his Abode on Earth after the Reſurrec- 


tion. For he begins to ſpeak of his Appearing | 


the Day of the Reſurrection, xxiv. 38. and con- 
tinues his Narration to the Aſcenſion, V 51. 


He tells us himſelf in the Au,, that tand were | 


forty Days between the Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion. It is undeniable then, that his Account in 
the Goſpel is an abridg 'd- Account of what 
e in our Lord's * his 3 
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ned y f. which is 10 m See t 
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| de the Caſe by comparing his abrdgd. Ac 


a 899 
er Tine, and this. ad 


h the to 4 _ 
wit more r Mrs YOU 
' mentioned, e Ib. 


ien Gong 7 10 to ' = 25 | 
40 incluſive — you have the/ 
fame Account of what pa 


. .Fr g 1 
At . V 2 you have whit 
Meeting in Ga- 
= mentioned wan 
and ER 
At y go, $1. you bave\ + 
what paſſẽd at the laſt Meet- 791 
ing at Feruſalem, before the Acb! 1 bg. ? 
Alſcen{zon mentioned in the Mark : Wi. 1 19 | 
As, and referred ho. in Ma 0 FI, 
- Mark. | 


Mat, xxviii. 16/6. 
Ads *. 77 ; ; 


„ 1 to L 
-Hleven juſt as the two Diſciples had reportes 
what had paſſed in the Journey to Emus, 
and as our Lord expounded eee 
tures and eat with them, ſo now he gives the 
iame Evidence and the fame Expoſition .of the 
Sceriptures to the reſt: And ſurely it was a na- 
tural Thing to take up the ſame Diſtourſe, and 
open the Underſtandings of the Eleven, as he 


bad qpened the Und of the two before, 
and doe give * fame Evidence of e 
ain i . 


1. plainly of the fame Kind : He 
an Account of our Saviour's appearing, as St. 


te does, wil. 14. and ende with his Alben. 


Hon, y 19. 


But as Daun abridged as n Acounts are, 


one material Thing there i is, which none of the | 


Writers have omitted, ir. the Commiſſion 


then given to the Apoſtles ta teach all Nations, 
and in Conſequence of it a Promiſe of Power and 


Aſſiſtance from aboves. St. Luke ſays, Achs i. 3. 


that the Subject of his Difcourſes to his Dif. 


ciples were the Things pertaining to the Kingdom 
of God. Theſe Things are tranimitted to us by 


every Writer; and though none has mentioned 


every particular Appearance, yet the —_ wa 
what was ſaid at all the 1 

fully recorded by all. 

3 2 ſtated this part of our Wan Hi- 


e for the Sake of thoſe who have Patience 


and Attention enough to conſider it; and I hope 
ſuch may find ſome Light and Satisfaction from 
what has been ſaid. But with regard not only 


to this, but to all other Parts of the Hiſtory, it 
may be proper to obſerve, that the Number of 


Writers makes amends for the Deficiencies of 
a ane. "DRE: CO has a I Field to 


1 n Me. 2 xxvili. 19, 20, Mark wi. om” Luke xiv. 7 
4, "= "EM **. al, r a 
3081099 4 2. ae 


Ver. Mark's A Names is Wee hid St „ Las, 
with 


. pg ps 
r — 7 


De 


1 S 
N.. 
r n — 
— . . <, Nrme. iagrts Rr 


HS 
— thre" + 0g, _ 
— — 2 


— — atend>—ed8 negedeneh ods 
— — — — 


. ———.— 


— 


12 
4. 
; 
' 
5 
I 
p 
1 
* 
q 
* 
% 
7 
N 
1 
11 
cet : 
55 
1 
1 
R 
2 
- nt 
I - 
2 7 
% 
= 
1 
5 
2 
45 
x; 
* 
8 
* 
4 
* 
7 
* 


5 PR 
mand 
N 


— —— . — — —— — 


——— —_ 9 — 22 


ſiure to find a ſatisfac 


dung Mn en BY to | ſfhek n uth in one | 
_ Evangeliſt, but in all. In all togethly his =: = 
ctory Accou nt of his Ma- 
ſter's Life and Doctrine; abundan ſufficient 
to direct his Judgment, to convince his Under- 
ſtanding, and to give him the Staction chat 
zs proper for a rational Being. 8 | 
It is to no Purpoſe to go over the Cre 8 
' Objections to this Part of the Hiſtory If the 
Reader has the Curioſity to ſee them, he will 
find them all collected together at Pages 68, 
69, of the Firſt Edition, and 55, 50, of the 
Third. All he has ſaid will, by comparing it 
with the fore egoing Account, be found to be 
built on his own Miſtakes. Some of them 
ſeem to be wilful; he ſuppoſes Matthew and 
Mark, who report our Lord's Order to meet 
bim in Galilee, to be contradicted by St. Luke, 
who reports an Order to them 4 to de 
from Jeruſalem u. He could not, I think, but 
ſee, that theſe were different Orders, given at 
: different Times, and 1 Aden Qccafions 
1 But be it to himſelf, | 
His Objections to the Relation given of the 
Addenſion of Jeſus, are of the ſame kind, and 
they will be eaſily accounted for, by conſider 
_ ng the Series of the TranſaRions above. 
\ It is ſcarce worth while to obſerve, becauſe 
ae is obvious to the maſt indifferent Reader, that 
1 8 7 5 the Revolt of Fades, The 5 was s the 


© Firk per p. 58. Thie Edi. p. 47. 
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ed 2 though it appears ww St. 


the uſual Style. Had the Conf 
enough to have ſeen: this (and a' very little 
would have been ſufficient for the Purpoſe 


e style for the whete * m 


and after the Call of Matthias to 0 Apoſto 


late, they were again called 2 Twelve. In 


Virtue of this Style, a general Meeting of the 

Apoſtles, is called a Meeting of che Eleven, or 
af the Twelve, though one or more may happet 
to be abſent. This is agreeable to both ancient 
and modern Uſage in the: Caſe of Senates, 
Councils, and the like: Hence it is that St. 


Luke ſays, xxiv,' 20. the Eleven were gather- 
Fobn, 
Xxx. 24. that Thomas was abſent. St. Paul, 
-x. Cor. xv. 5. calls it a Meeting of the Twelve, 


becauſe he was not converted till after the e 


ction of Matthias, when that came again to be 
rer bad Senſe 


ee 


might have ſpared himſelf the Trouble a 


Shame of charging St. Fohn, St. Luke, and St. 


Paul with. contradicting one another. But he 
might perhaps hape that his Readers would 
excuſe a ſmall Blunder, for the Sake of ſome 
Beauties, that riſe out of it; ſuch as his Query 


(pag. 66.) with Regard to St. Paul's Account, 


zwhetber Fudas was there to male up the Num- 
ber? And his Excuſe: for the Apoſtle (p. 68.) 
that perhaps e that: one f them was 


Lalln aſtecß. Conceits which he is ſo fond of, 


that they have paſſed the Cenſure of his and 
his Friend's ſecond Thoughts, and have ſtill a 


OY in che laſt Edition, Pig: $3=55- 


821 . e n q 


of Gi, 24 remarkable an Evidence of te 


Reality ol) an Hay, that J do not wonder to 
e ee ae rtio of the Spuit 
of Folly and Impiety, and has not that I can 
— any „ that-carries the Face of 
jon. Ee thinks bis, Iifidelity very ex- 
becauſe be would nat believe tbat Fe- 


15 | the Dead 
few e te Dea, rr og eel | 


aſks if theſe were better: to be hnown' than the 


rm of his Perſon, anbich they bad fo often ſeen *. 
This Lam afraid carries an Implication with it, 
which the Was not aware of; that 
Thvinas had no Reaſon to be ſo nice and ſeru- 
pulous; that the Evidence of Sight, and the 
well known Idea of his Face and Perſon were 
ſufficient for Conviction. Truth, T 3 Will 
ſometimes abtrude itſelf upon a even 
againſt his Thoug hts and Inclinations. As to 
the Wounds that Cauſed bis Death there is not, 
that I can find, one Word about JFounds in 
this Whole Story. The rywo; rab J, the 
Print of the Nails, or the Scar that was left af- 
| ter the Wounds were cured is tro or three 
Times x but nothing further. Why 
(heridoes che Chnfibrer talle-of Wounds Þ Why, 
ror fo Roger fn tion e we 


# 15 ; ths h 
0 1 , 


192 4 
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Lie did. nt ee It is with juſt 
as little Meaning that he aſks, whether another 
Peron who might have a Mind to deceive cu 
nat make Scars? The Reader, I believe, will not 
expect to have a formal Confutation of fuck 
mpertinent and ſenſeleſs Suggeſtions ; ras 
| reciting them is expoſing them effectually. 
Ws Mah bout the dahos She: WIS had be" heik 
other Exception he makes to this Story, Be- 
cauſe the Wound in the Side is mentioned on- 
ly by St. Jahn, he thinks Thomas and the 
— Apoſtles knew nothing of the Matter *. 
As if ſo extraordinary a Circumſtance was like- 
ly to be a Secret to any of them; and as if Tho» 
mass direct Appeal to this Circumſtance was 
not a Demonſtration, that it was no Secret to 
him. I leave it with the Reader, We 
farther Anſwer, as one Inſtance, a 
Thouſand, of the Folly and Abfurdity into 
Which a Man is ſure to be betrayed, when the 
_ unclean Spirit of Singularity has once ſeized 
dim. The Confiderer has ſaĩd ſomething more 
of this Piece of Hiſtory, but it is ſo like che 
Sample already given, that it would be an AF- 
5 Front tothe Reader torake r Notice of it. 
Alfter having gone through his Proofs agaimſt 
the Credit of 5 Goſpel-Hiſtory, the Gon/iderer 
returns to the Tryal of the Miner. Ihe Au- 
thor of the Tryal. had obſerved,” that in all 
Caſes of Conſequence Men take Care to make 


ares of 175 n Witneſſes, 


* 


Ne 
* 
PSY 


1 Od «ay . 
nm PP 5 
and then adds, How comes it to paſs then, that 
« the very 1 Ding which ſhuts out all Suſpicion in 
e other Caſes, ſhould in this Caſe only be of all 
tt others the moſt ſuſpicious Thing itſelf.*” The 
Confiderer anſwers, becauſe this Caſe of all others 
it the moſt uncommon ', Is that a Reaſon why it 
ſhould not be ſupported by the beſt Evidence, 
that human Wiſdom is able to think of in the 
moſt material Caſes ? He goes on; Is it not abſurd, 
that the meaneſt 1 Should be pick'd and 
cull d out for the beſt and greateſt Affairs? What 
he intends by the meant I know. not. Men 
may ſurely be good Witneſſes without having 
great Eſtates, and be able to report what they ſee 
with their Eyes without being Philoſophers: | | 
As far then as the Truth of the Reſurrection de- 
pended on the Evidence of Senſe, the Apoſtles 
were duly qualified. But how comes he to 
lay ſuch Streſs upon their Mearne/s ? did their 
„* ſtand in the Way of the Evidence, 
which aroſe from the great Powers with which 
they were endowed from above? Conſider their 
natural and ſupernatural Qualifications, they 
were in every reſpect proper Witneſſes; take 


. theſe Qualifications together, and they were 


Witneſſes without Exception. But the Cu- 
derer thinks the . eh. were interefted in the 
I: Hair, and that half a. dozen Watchmen would 
_ have been better than a dozen Apoſtles", 1 
> Tryal, p. 47. Fut Edu. p. 72. 3. Third vl 
5 * Fut Edit. p- 94. e b. 64. 
WC 


1 
3 


(ip) en. 


| Dl know, what ſort of Wines * 
nires. Suppoſe half-a-dozen Watchmen 


had ſeen” and - believed the Reſurrection, I 
doubt theit being Believers would have been, in 
bis way of Reckoning, an Objection; he 


would have told us, they expected Comimifſi. 
ons in the Maſiobs Army. Would he then 


have Evidence from Unbelievers? A Witneſs, 
who does not believe the Truth of what he 
affirms, is a mere Cheat. No body therefore 
could be a Witneſs to the Reſurrection but a 
Believer; and ſuch an one he eſteems to be 
intereſted. But this is an abſurd Objection, 
becauſe it is an Objection to every honeſt Wit- 
_ neſs that ever lived; for every honeſt Witneſs 
believes the Truth of what he fays. If he 
Hom 2 -m_ the Apoſtles with Views or 
— Advantage to themſelves, he 


3 Bima to be a mere Stranger to che 
Hiſtory of the Church, or wilfully impoſes on 


his ignorant Readers. How much the Apo- 


ſtles endured and ſuffered for the Teſtimony of 


the Truth, what Havock was made among 
the Converts to, Chriſtianity, by Perſecution 
Perſecution, for three hundred Years to- 


upon 
gether, till the Empire became Chriſtian, is 


as notorious as any Part of Hiſtory; and he. 


may as well, and with as much Truth, deny 


thc there were any Heathen Emperors * 


* 
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Deaths 55 them. 
In che next N the C repeats th 
old Odzection, that 70 did: not ſhew | 
i himſelf to the Jeus after his ReſurreQion,” 
by This Plea had been, examined, 'and anſwered 
in the Tryal; amd ſince the Confiderer has 
thought 5 to paſs over inSilence what he found 
there, I muſt refer the Reader to the Tryal-it= 
ſelf for- an Anſwer to this old Objection. And, 
if he wants farther Satisfaction, I recommend 
to him a little Piece wrote upon this Point on- 
ly, and publiſhed in 1730 4%. The Confiderer 
= e that an extraordinnry Action, — highly 
neceſſary to be known to Mankind, ſhould 5e fo 
Secretly done, that no Man ſaw it; — and that 
Jeſus uud require Men to believe bis Diſciples, 
rather than — own Senſes *, When ſo ma- 
ny ſaw him dead, and ſo many ſaw and con- 
verſed with him after he aroſe from the Grave, 
it is ſurprizing to hear this Aſſertion, chat no. 


Man ſaw the Reſurrection. Is any thing more 


wanting to complete a ſenſible Proof of a Reſur - 
rection, than to ſee a Man dead and buried, 
and to ſee him alive again? But, it ſeems, the 
2 1 could not believe the Diſciples in * 


i 3 and fall Confutation on of th 


* &c. againſt the Truth of our Saviour's 
rection, viz, That he appeared only to the Diſciples. 
Printed for J. Roberts in Warwick-lane, 17300. 


Report: 


Do N Edit. P- 73- Third Edit. p. 59 


1 


contradicting "their own Senſe 4 They bad then, 
in this Writer's Opinion, the Eidos or 


Senſe againſt the Truth of the Reſurrection. 
This is great News, and it is Pity this Evi- 
dence was not produced; it would have been 
material to inform us, which of their Senſes 


afforded that Evidence; and by what Means 


he came to know this Piece of Evidence which 
the Fews had, and which the World never 


heard of before, and which probably they wy | 


never hear of again. 
The Author of the Try al had taken Noto 
ol our Saviour's Predidtion juſt before his Death, 
that the Jews ſhould ſee him no more, till they 
ſaid, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the. Name of the 


Lord *; and then added, The Jeus were wy | 


Na. this Diſpoſition after the Reſurrection, 
e nor are they in it 2 b, The Confiderer 1 
that Fe us himſelf found them in that Diſpoſition 


before his Death ; and he refers for Proof of 


this bold Aﬀertion- to Luke xix. 38, The Caſe 


there is this: Upon our Lord's Entrance into 


Feruſalem, the Multitude of Diſciples cryed, 
Bleſſed be the King that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord. This was the Language of the Diſ 
af only, and the Confiderer. does not think 


the Jews were Diſciples. How comes * 


„Lale if. 37 | nes leh d 77. 
« Firſt Edit. p. 76. Third Edit. p. 


Te . men 


. 
8 abuſe the Scripture and his 3 A 
.  grofsly, as to quote this Paſſage as a Proof of | 


_ the Diſpofition of the eus? Did he not read in 
the very next verſe that the Phariſees called 
upon Girif, to rebuke the Diſciples for what 
they ſaid? How could he be fo ſhameleſs as to 
give this for Evidence, that the Jeus were in a 
good Diſpoſition, which proves ſo undeniably 
that they were in a bad one? 
Ae. 8 — ud of the Tryal obſerved, that 
notwithſtanding the Story 4 75 among the 
People, that the Diſciple: ſtole the Body, yet 
in all che Perſecutions raiſed againſt them upon 
ſeveral Pretences, as of Hereſy, Sedition, &c. 
they never were charged mo Fraud in the 
Relurrection. He obſerved too that the Chri- 
ſtian Faith being grounded on the Truth of 
the Reſurecton, as the Baſis and Foundation 
of the whole, The thing for which they 
. ſuffered was the Truth of the RefurreQion”. 
So, then, ſays this ſmart Writer, the chief 
Prieſts never % much as charged the Apoſtles with 
any Fraud in the Reſurrection, but they fur them 
10 Death becauſe they believed it *, 
' I wiſh this Writer loved trifling leſs, or 
| that T liked it better, for at prefent tis too 
hard Work to follow him. But I ſubmit, 
and deſire him to ſay, whether every Man | 


 ®Firſt Edit. p. 83. Third Edit p. 69. 


Tb 


11 


abut W not believe the Story of the ſtealing "i 
the Body by the Diſciples, mult neceſſarily 
"7 believe the Reſurretion ; if not, then 0 

the chief Prieſts might, conſiſtently with their 
5 Notions, perſecute the Apoſtles for preaching. 
the Reſurrection, though they did not charge 


them with ſtealing the Body, or; ANY Proud 


in contriving the Reſurtection. 


The Evidence of the Spirit in the Signs 


and Wonders wrought. by the Diſciples i in 
Confirmation of the Truth of their Doctrine, 


was inſiſted on in the Tryal, and J refer the 


Reader to it, ſince the Confiderer has made. 
no Reply to it. He ſays, in this Age we 


have almoſt loſt it, except amang/t the Diſti-- 


ples. of the in ſpired Mr. Whitfield, who has 


blown up a 9 Light of it. and has: 


7 . f he 
ö i ** * 4 3 
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ventilated it by bis Rell, What can be. 


done with this profane Buffoonry! T am for- 
ry to ſee it; and if the Author is not quite 


obdurate, I wiſh he may come to ſuch a 
Temper - of Mind, as to be ſorry for it too. 
When the Apoſtles were. brought befote, 


the chief Prieſts and the Council of the Fews, 


and preached to them the ReſurreHion, Ga- 
maliel, one of the Council, ſaid, F this be 
the Work of Men, it vill come ta Noaght ;/ 


but if. it be of God, ye cannot. overthrow: 


td, From this Fange . ae of: 


ma gar p. . Third Edit. p. * : Aa . 
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yal argued. „that Gamaliel' could not 
[7 nn are 5 d this, or the Council heard 
tit with Patience, if they had believed the Re- 

furrection a Cheat, and that the Diſciples 
kad ſtole the Body. The Argument was 
too ſtrong for the Confiderer, and therefore 
| he queſtions the Truth of Gamaliel's utter- - 
theſe Words; and for Fear that ſhould 
E. be ſufficient, he ſays, Gamaliel might be 
be fo: much a Ph loſopher, as well as a Scho- 
lar, to diſſuade them from rigid Perſecution.” 
How his Philoſophical Notion of Perſecution 
comes in here is hard to ſay ; one would 
think he was dreaming of Perſecution and 
talking in his Sleep. The Queſtion is, How: 
 Gamaliel could make the Suppoſition, that 
the Reſurrection might be the Work of God, 
if he knew it to be the Fraud and Cheat of 
Men? What has his Notion of Perſecution 
to do here? Beſides, if Gamaliel knew the 
Apoſtles to be Cheats, would his Philoſophy 
about Perſecution incline him to ſpare Cheats, 

who (if they were Cheats) were guilty - of 

Forgery and f and every other Crime, 

neceſſary to carry on ſuch a Fraud? 
Ihe Caſe of Agrippa, and the ee 

from it in the Tryal is much of the ſame 
Kind. The Confiderer ſuppoſes Agrippa to 
mean, that Paul was mad, and ſays, he had 
told Paul before, he was a Madman . Agrippa 
never did tell oy ſo. T he On: 1 


* Firſt Edit, p. 86. "Third Edie 57. dT 
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iſe, miſtook fu afar Tha, 1 Was 


heard Paul appealing to them, to ſay, much 


2 Learning bad made him made; but to put 
theſe Worde into Agrippas Mouth, who 


was up in a Regard to the Prophets, 


n | 
IV. 
Weshave now gone rot the Confide- 
rer's Exceptions to the Evidence of the Re- 
; ſurrection, and to the Defence of that Evi- 


dence in the Tryal of the Witneſſes; but the 


Buſineſs is not yet over. The Confiderer has 


one Argument till in Reſerve, which, were 
there any thing in it, would ſtrike at the 


Credit of Revelation in general. He had gi- 
ven his Opinion of Miracles incidentally in 


ſeveral Parts of his Book, but at the Come : 
ſion he endeayours to ſupport i it at large. He 
thinks, That Miracles of any Kind are 


6 impoſſible and exclude all Evidence; that 
«© they are an Ab e to common Senſe 
and Underſtanding; that they are in- 
. conſiſtent with the Reaſon of Man and 
«. Nature of Things; that they contradict 


that they are contrary to the Experience 


e and Reaſon of all Mankind, and oy a 
: 6 
| Acts xxvi. 8 c Firſt Edit, p. 4 39, 90, uu | 


impoſſible.“ 


Tbird Edit. p. 52. 74. 75. 
5 15 9 1 ſhall 


N for the Noman Soldier, who knew 
nothing of the Fewiſh Prophets, when he 


is quite out hr Charader, as well as —— in 


all that Mankind calls Truth and Reaſon; 


21 al dend this Poine TY $a and 
ſee what Reaſon he has thus to dogmatiſe 
in tion to the general S of” 1 
Mankind in all Ages of the World. 
For the Poſſibility of the ede 
I muſt do the Reader the Juſtice once more 
to refer him to the Tryal of the Witneſſes; 
where he will find this Point ſtated and ex- 
plained in ſuch a Manner that no Man, 
that is leſs a Sceptic than the Confiderer, can 
have any Doubt about it. The Confiderer 
has made a Shew of aaſareing this Part of 
the Tryal, without ſtating the Author's Ar- 
gument, without ſeeming to underſtand one 
Word of the Scope of it, and without citing 
one Sentence fairly. 80 far as that Author 
is concerned, it is ſufficient to ſay in his own 
Words, what is the real Truth, that be has, 
aid nothing upon this Occaſion, than what. 
any Man who never ſaw Ice, might ſay again 
an bundred honeſt Witneſſes, who aſſert that 
Mater turns to Ice in cold Climates v. 
For the Reaſon and Poſſibility of Miracles | 
in general, I ſhall now beg Leave to talk 
with him. He is very frank in declaring his 
Opinion with regard to this Point, and T have 
laid it before the Reader in his own Words. 
Nothing can well be ſtronger than the Lan- 
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In whit lle ev n te dhat | 


a 275 to declare that Nigel are not only 


ibie in a moral, but in a phyſical Senſe; 
are not only inconſiſtent with the 
ee but impoſſible even to che 


CTC 


do Attribui 
But be this as it wil. 1 Hall take the Ar: 
nts, as he himfelf has ſtated them, an 
A them by the Rules of com 
Language and common Senſe. He has BY 
deed fo involved himſelf in Words, that when 
be has a Meaning, it is not eaſy to come itt 

it. Reaſon, right Reaſon, fy 


Tee what Place they hold in tlie Confiderer's 
Eſtimation. W bat Cone 2 28 Man 
mes to hi | Nature 


| Mn not gens and Phe, ogy ; bu 
what Senſe and Reaſon are concerned abt 


Reon, _— can never contradiff-the Truth 


/ Things In the firſt Edition it ftands 


thus, Thi 's is the very Foundation of right 

Reaſon; and Reaſon, formed from bence, cat 
neder contraditt the Truth of Things. © 
10 If every Man's Notion of the Courſe of NE. 

ture is the very Foundation &c. of rig bt 
| Reaſon; then TEA, Reaſon, varies as much 


Von Edit. p. 74. Te 4; 'b Page * 55 2608 
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Z Truth, and the 
Nature of Things, are Words of great Weight 5 
in the Apprehenſions of moſt Men Let us 


bis is 5 very Foundation of that Right x 
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Bo Drops $:Notions of the Courſe of Nature. 


Alt is chen right Reaſon, that ſays. the Sun 


"7 Fw oes round the Globe, for this 1 — Vu 
"i reckon to be the Courſe of Nature. 

right Reaſon alſo, to ſay the Sun is fixed, 
and the Planets move round him; for this 


from the Experience and Obſervation 
Aſtronomers to be the Courſe of Nature. 
at how abſurd, is it to make right Reaſon 


depend upon the Notions, which Men enter- 
tain of the Courſe of Nature; when it is the 
very Office and Buſineſs of Reaſon to rectify 


the Errors, which Men perpetually fall into 
in the Judgments they make in this Caſe. 
Experience and Obſervation ſhew, that a Cane 


half in the Water, and half out, is crooked; 
but Reaſon, upon the Principle of true Sci- 
ence, informs us otherwiſe, Here then Ex- 


| : perience and Obſervation are on one Side, 
and Reaſon on the other: : And the ſame | 


_ Concluſion holds true in a thouſand Inſtances, 


and every Inſtance indeed where Men make 


a wrong Judgment of what they ſee. And 
the Fault in this Caſe does not lye in the Ex- 


rience and Obſervation, but i - the reaſon» 
ing upon them. Thus Men do not err in their 
Obſervation, when they ſay that Water ne- 


ver grows ſolid in hot Climates; but they 


err in reaſoning upon this Obſervation, and 


concluding that the Caſe can never be other- 
wiſe. That Men dye, and come not to Life 


50 mee, is a ue Obſervation: : But will 
this 


A 


It is 


1 


8 5 the Eb of n but this Courſe 0 
; Nature depends on Cauſes removed out of 1 
our Sight. Obſervation ſhews bow thoſe 

Cuauſes operate generally, but cannot ſhew 
that they are immutable, and muſt N 
Merit in every Inſtancſe. | 

But let ſee us ſee how he reaſons the Point of 
Miracles. Take the Propoſition as it ſtands, firſt, 
Edit. p. go. and third Edit, p.74. with theRea- 


ſon annexed. T bings aſſerted which are con-, 


2 to the Experience and Reaſon of all Man- 
and what they know of the Law and 


2 


MF Cour fe of Nature (i. e. Miracles) are. to, | 


the common Senſe and Underſtanding of Man : 


utterly i mpoſſible, We muſt reaify the Pro- 


pofition, before we come to the Reaſon. In 
the firſt Part, which is intended as a Deſcrip- 
tion of Miracles, the Confiderer aſſumes too 


much; a Miracle is indeed contrary to com- 
motr Experience, and the uſual Courſe 955 + 


Nature, but why contrary to Reaſon ? If h * 
Reaſon be means right Reaſon ot Truth, 0 


it is ſuppoſing the very Thing in Queſtior $7 3 


If he means the Faculty of eaſon, it will 
come to the ſame Thing, ſuppoſing that Fa- 
culty to be rightly uſed, otherwiſe it is is 90. 


thing to the Purpoſe. _ [Wi 
With the Confiderer” s Leave lep, I Gan 2 


expunge the Word | Reaſon (which will not 


inan the Argument) and the Propoſition cider 
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h will fad th 3, e Mr, akin \ are 
e 4 40 Ply | th 8 Eno 2 "the © xn e 
fual Ber Nature (1, e. Miracles) are, 
0 the con ven "Senſe a nd.  Unger/flanding . of 
Men, utter] 83 Naw comes the Rea- 
ſött; becquſe ſuch. Aſertiont contraditt all 
tens Notions of fuch 1 4e that. are. known 
= Experience, \ That is tc fay, Things con- 
tfäry to e are impoſlible, | becauſe 
they are Contrary t o Experience; | Xe. 
ny ko what. en know: of By Laws of i 
Nature, are impodlible, becauſe they are con- 
trary to what Men know of the Laws of Na- 
türe. . 15 What the Conederer calls giving | 


cannot. yet part. with the Propoſition. 
cles, it EPS, 1 to the common Senſe 
zer e Men impoſſible. How 
tſtan this W does 
ible to the Reaſon of Men. 
or im le to the Conceptions of Men? 
195 e ble to the Reaſon of Man they are not, 
. dg e the caſon of Man tells him, there is 
9 -who Perl gave, Laws to Mat- 
an ates the Courſe of Nature; and 
| . re if he pleaſes, alter or 
| 10 97 00 Laws, and change the Courſe 
Jature e. If ble means. that Miracles are ; 
c ble to the Conceptions of Men, it is 
ntcd ; Tay is, . it is granted: that Men da 
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is 270 we to unde. 


of ö 9 Kha how * are ee; they 92 
not 


1 


peration; but we 0 not. f 


| Lye. to our. Senſes, and [e it, does not act, 
becauſe we Cannot conceive: how it. . 
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(i. e. for a dea 
Ge. this Maxim, That Nature is ſteddy 
« and uniform in her n aa | 
when not controuled by or of B — : 
ture, operate . 400 5 AL Yon EY 
would produce à Lyon, an Acorn an Oak : 
Matter would continue to gravitate, human 
Beings to dye, and dead Bodies to mix With, 
the E Earth, 4 aa come ee 2 5 


Miracles are inconceivable: 


lous. It is inconceivable how, Matter acts on 
tter, either in Gravitation, Attraction, 
gnetiſm, or in any other well known O- 
fore give the 


80 that if the Cogſiderer means that Miracles 


are impoſſible to the Reaſon of Men is 
| ke 8 * 7 4 1 he means hag. * 


En: 979 Wi 


a better Reaſon 


Body to rife again) contra», 


or the Laws gf, Nature, w 


85 er, a Word only ſhould give a blind 15 2 
| bt. In this Senſe the Confiderer's. Prope 

| Bition/ may be true, but then it is nothing to 
bis. Purpof . 

Ves, and ſo are many things that happen 

g very Day, which we do not reckon miracu- 
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. 2 The Queſtion f Whether it 
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Body ol ot” come to Life 5 in che na- 
No 9 this with the 


may not be done in a are nam Way; 
whether the great Author of Nature, when- 
ever he thinks it convenient, cannot ſuperſede 
or ſu ge Conf the general Laws of Nature. Will 

N deny this? If he believes 4 


| 00 wy a Providence, as he profeſſes to do, 


he cannot. Well; but it contradicts the a- 
foreſaid Maxim, becauſe, / one Miracle or Ac- 
tion done contrary to her (i. e. Nature's) Lats, 

contraditts all her regular Springs and Move 
ments, and all that Nandi calls Truth and 
Reaſon. How does ſuch an Action contra- 
dit all Nature's uniform ende 1 Does ; 


Doe it * that eqn are not i tortiy in 5 


that particular Inſtance? that is, that her 
Movements in that Inſtance are contrary to 


the general Courſe of Nature? Moſt certainly 
it does, for it is of the Eſſence of a Miracle 


to de contrary to the general Courſe of Na- 


tüte What then? This proves nothing; it 


is only giving the Thing i in Diſpute as a Rea- 


fon againſt: itſelf. But let us hear the other 
Part of the Reaſon, A Miracle contradicts all 


if Mankind calls Truth and Reaſon, How: 


does this appear? Why you *mult take the 


ee Word for it. , But does he not 


9 | KNOW 


5 


| ke now * it is ow very ee Queſtion? 
[The Enquiry i is, Whether Miracles are con- 


to prove that they are; and how does he 
prove it? Why thus; Miracles are con- 
a, 8 to Reaſon, becauſe they contradict 
«1 this Maxim, that Nature 4 is ſteddy and uni- 


* form in her Operations.” And how do 
"A 1.55 contradict this Maxim? Why, becauſe 
e 


ce 


- & 


y contradict what Mankind calls Truth 
e and Reaſon.” Is not this ſaying that Mi- 
racles are contrary to Reaſon, becauſe they 
are contrary to Reaſon? 

A Miracle, the Confiderer — contradigs 
all that Mankind calls Truth and Reaſon, 
Let us try it in a particular Inſtance.” We 
read in the Goſpel, that our Saviour walked 

upon the Water. What Truth or what Rea- 


ſon does this contradia? It is a well known 


Truth that all Bodies gravitate, and it is an- 
other that human Bodies will ſink in Fluids. 


Does it contradict either or both theſe Truths? 


ſurely not. All Bodies continue to gravitate, 
and human Bodies to ſink in Fluids, as they 


did before; and Chriſt's own Body followed 


the ſame Law of Gravitation, that particular 
Caſe only excepted. All that this Fact ſup- 
poſes is, that there is a Power in Nature that 


can ſuſpend the Laws of Gravity, or change 
Fluids into Solids. If this is eee 


Truth, let the _ derer ſhew it, 
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y to Reaſon. The Confiderer undertakes 


5 — — 

ty of Minctay 1h 
One here. Hie goes on te fle w, that t 

| impoſſible in a moral View, that; ſuppofin e 

s be expreſſes ite, that he can do Things cen. 

rtrary to Nature; there is no Reaſon t 5 y7 

| trary to the Perfection of his Nature, to hs 

chanpeableneſs, bis Wiſdom, his Juſtice, 

"Thoſe, lays" hes, - who found Relig OR 


Ez e 0 600 this to be 4 
d to have Power over his own Works, 

ver #4 or will 27 It is, he thinks,” 
. Let us ſee how-he proves 


; of God, ts degentrate 
an — * 4 not eaſy to deal with an 
Author, who uſes Terms ſo equivocally, tha 
ese ean come at his Meaning only by Gueſs, 
It is difficult to fay, what's we are to under- 
ſtand by Nature. If by Nature the Co. 
derer means, what he ſeems moſt com- 
' monly to underſtand: by it, the Conftityl 
tion of, the material World, the Propofiti- 

tly falſe : Extraordinary * n: 
80 do not imply that Nature, pt 


Senſe, is N r N or rr a0 they i imph 


* Page 76. Third Ear. 5 age 92, Firſt Edit | 
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mme Ferfection of the material World? When 
dur Lord, for Inſtance, by a Word 2 2 1 5 


1 


; naty Pretenſions of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


Fig tree to wither, did 1 qr, rr 
F712 in the "Conſtitution of 517 


more than if the Tree had been b kelled by 2 


Axe. Whatever the Conſtitution of Vegeta- 
bles, or whatever the Conſtitution of the ma- 
terial World be, ſuch Actions declare nothing 


either as to their Perfection or Imperfection; 


they only declare that the God of Nature has 
| 3 over his own Workmanſhip. 

But perhaps by Nature the Coßſideres 
* uman Nature, or the moral Nature 


Reiſe. Thoſe 'who found Religion on extra- 
ordinary Pretenfions, Jay, that human Na- 


ture, which ts. the Offsprin win WA of God, is 
r 


| deficient. Man i is ſubj 4 to rot and Cor- 
tuption; and, in this "Senſe, human Nature 


may well be " faid to be deficient, Whether 


God interpoſes or not. Whether Religion be 
founded on extraordinary Pretenſions or not, 
human Nature is ſtill deficient; if this be an 


Objection under natural Religion too, 
When a Youth is taught to „ to write; 
When he is inſtructed in Religion and the 


ror 3 
„ 
£ af « 
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* N e eee 
| * 1s. ths between the extraordi- 


f Man, Let us try the Propoſition in this 


Opbfection under revealed * . it is an 


Sciences; does it not imply, » that human Na- 
Po lO rt me des 


5 ture eee pF s. in | itſelf b deficient? 
And what does it imply more, "when 0 

- youchſafes to help and aſſiſt it) It is ye 

Improper, it is falſe to ſay, the Offering. 4 
God, or the Work of God is defictent;, buʒt 


ij. is not improper to ſay, that Man is imper- 


fect or deficient, The ruth is, the Senſe 
the Word deficient is different in one Caſe 


from what it is in the other. God's Works 


are ſaid to be perfect in this particular View, 
that they are adapted to the End for which 


5 they were deſigned; and yet Man, or any o- 


ther created Being, is imperfect or deficient, 

when compared with a greater Being, and e- 

| ſpecially when compared with the greateſt of 
all Beings, 


The Condeber, bas 5nothe} Argument, & 


which bears a near Reſemblance to this, and is 
as follows: The whole Production of God's 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power. muſt be a per- 
76 Work; therefore cannot be better, 
GO be a perfet Being, his Works are perfect, 


and cannot be mended *. The Confiderer 


talks ſometimes of. Providence; T ſhould be 


glad to know, what is his Nation of Provi- 


dence. He ſeems to ſuppoſe, that God 


formed the Univerſe, as a vaſt Machine, 25 


with the ſeveral Orders of Beings in 


and then, like the 1 Deities, left = 
t Done ra him- . 


it to ſhift for itſelf, wi 
* * Fiſt .f Third Edit. p. 79. 
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bel if at ME 4 it. If 455 Fe . 4 
=o Provide, | Which 
{elf confeſſes, if Go 


thing, though not to mend his own original 
Work, It is not proper to fay, that God's 
Work is mended by Revelation, as the Conſ- 
derer ſuppoſes, in any other Senſe than it is 


mended by a good School-maſter, or an able 


Profeſſor of the Sciences. Revelation indeed 
mends or improves Men, that is, .it furniſhes 
them with, greater and better Lights than 
mers Reaſon could; but it alters not the Na- 


ture and Conttitation of Men, it affects not 


| the original Workmanſhip of God. _ 
But Rather: The N World is (like 


all Machines of human Contrivance) govern- 
ed by neceſſary Laws, and the Conſtitution of 


it cannot be F Frans by any Power within. it- 
ſelf. - But it is not ſo in the moral World. 
Man was originally endued with Properties 

of a different kind from thoſe of Matter. He 
has a Power over his own Actions, a Power 
of i improving or depraving his moral Nature. 
One Man makes the proper Improvement- of 
the Powers which Nature gave him, another 
abuſes them. One Nation, or one Age makes 
high. Advances in Knowledge and Virtue, an- 


64520 is ſunk in Ignorance and Corruption. 


If ſuch Enormities are the natural. Conſe- 
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mg. of of the original Conſtitution of Man, 
| X 2 what 
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the -Confiderer, him- 


eyer interpoſes in his 
5 own. Creation, . it muſt be to mend ſome» 
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that, however perfect the original Work' was, 
it may in time, from the Nature of the Wing, 
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; -rrak of Man is to be confidered under the 
Notion of one great 


Machine, it muſt be con- 
as a Machine that has a Power with- 


in itſelf of putting itſelf but of Order; and, 
if it ſhould be out of Order, as from the Na- 


ture of its. ſeveral 8 prings and Wheels it may 5 


well be * poſed to "he! where is the Impro- 
e 


_ priety of 
2 deck it? If Man has a Power of chuſ. 


great Artificer interpoſing and 


Good or Evil, he may chuſe the latter 
if has Faculties for diſcovering Truth, he 


may notwithſtandipg Wie op it, he may o- 
verlook of miſtakc i it: It is eaſy to ſee What 


Room here is for Error and Sr 80 


Want ending. 
Natural Powers, the Confiterer ſays, are 


ä fr to anſwer. all the Ends of Religion, there. 
= oy . Powers are needleſs*, What 


_ he means by anſwering the Ends of Reli- 
ion, he tells you in what. follows ; ts teach 
e moſt ar Morals, with a reaſonable. 

Beli, of one God and Providence. I ſhall 


not diſpute with the Confiderer, how far fome 
4 Mn may advance upon the Strength of mere. 
1 8 12 12 Some have no doubt * great | 


Eau. *. Hut 5. 77. 


Lene 


ſeem to be a Match for it. If we may Reaſon 


« 157 bt. 
not doe. He may DEE "Error —. og | 
the Notion. of Truth, and teach it as ſuch; 
and 5 Corruption may ſpread and become 
; general What is to be done in this Caſe? 
The Confid erer ſeems to think that 4 Man g 
honeſty = Underflanding would be well. 
ta cure his Diſorder, "vithous ſupernatural | 
Endowments. I am not of his Opinion; in- 
veterate Error is not to be expelled ſo cafily ;. 
human. Reaſon and human Authroity, eſpe- 
cially when it comes to be general, do 4h 


from Fact, there is nothing more ſure than 
_ this., There were no doubt ſome Men of Ho- 
neſty and Underſtanding. in the heathen World; 
but what Progreſs did they make in reforming, 
itt how far did they advance in removing 
univerſal Corruption with which it was over- 
run? Take a View of Paganiſm from the 
Time of Socrates to the Time of Cbriſt, tho 
moſt enlightened Period of Antiquity, and ſes 
8 bat Progreſs Truth had made. What were 
the public Inſtitutions of Religion, but the 
worſt and groſſeſt Superſtition and Im piety? 
80 much of Truth as had been diſcoyered was 
cConfined to the Few; and if happily they might 
chance to keep it, it was not likely to 
farther, Every National Religion was 
on as the Dictates of the Gods, and forbid to. 
be alter d by Man; ſo that Truth was as it 


r 5 


Prejudices and Paſſions of Mankind againſt. it? | 
Let the. Conſideren ſhew, if he can, that a 
Man gf Honeſty and "Underſtanding. without. 5 
| Wat ſipernatural Powers would be Fauar to this 4 
ork. : 

But the Con lerer thinks 4 ; Power of works 
ing Miracles is contrary to the Unchangeable-. 
aft of God; for the ſame Cauſes, he ſays, muſt 
always produce the ſame Effects. His Reaſon, 
if he intended it as a Reaſon, is a very un- 
| lucky one. I cannot ſee the moſt diſtant Re- 
lation between the Premiſes and the Conclu- | 
FP” We ſame Cauſes produce the fame Efe 
Rig 1 but in Miracles a new Cauſe. is 

Aale; and if his Argument proves any 
Thing, it proves that natural Cauſes will not, 
produce Miracles; but do we aſcribe Mi- 
racles to natural Cauſes? He goes on; But 
Miracles are urged to prove 4 bange in the 
Vill of God; that is, Fr nat 7 Binge are urged 
. to prove an Impoſſibility. According to the. 
Confiderer, it ſeems, it is a Principle agreed, 5 
on by both Believers and Unbelievers, that 
Miracles ate uſed to prove a Change in the 
Will of God. If you grant him this, and ad- 
mit t00 that Miracles are impoſſible, he will. 
draw this notable 72 7579 that H 
| 1 8 urged lad oft ode an Inpeſibili, No wals : 2 
2 Fifft Edit, p. 94. Third Edit. p. 78. | FE 

. * dr 
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But F neither. of them is Dd, bb 
what will become of his Fa The a 
125 has already ſeen his Reaſons, if they - 
may be called Reaſons, for thinking Mira, 2 
cles to be impoſſible. But what Pretence 
c has he to ſay, that Miracles are urged to 


prove a Change i in the Will of God? where | 


or when were they ever urged to this Pur- 
poſe? or how indeed do they prove it? The 


Conſiderer is entirely filent as to all theſe 


Points, and yet he goes on reaſoning upon the 

AV of Miracles proving a Change, 
of their being allowed to prove a N _ 
in 0 the Will of God. 

The Confiderer has puzzled himſelf un- 
accountably with the Immutability of God, 
than which there is not one Attribute in the 
divine Nature more clear and preciſe. It is his 
Being and Perfections that are immutable, 
and not his Actions, unleſs you will ſuppoſe 


Men, and all other Beings immutable too. 


His Actions are always the ſame, when Cir- 
cumſtances are the ſame; but what Senſe is 
there in ſuppoſing that immutable Wiſdom 


muſt act in all Caſes, how different ſoever, in the 
ſame Way? The Counſels of Providence are 


directed by unerring Wiſdom; but the ſame 


Wiſdom preſcribes different Meaſures upon ic 


different Occaſions. Miracles of themſelves 
can be no Proof that God's Counſels are 
mutable, either with og to the ance or 


tra, — 8 un ing 

Matter to ſerve ſome moral A 
eee ee of God is. 
wich regard to the general Law - 
tation of Matter; not in the more?, becauſe 


Miracles may, for any Thing that appears to 


the contrary, be uſeful to anſwer ſome moral 
End, and to ſerve the great Purpoſes of Pro- 
vidence, in ſome Caſes and not in others. 
This the Conſiderer is not willing to allows 
_ for if Miracles were ever neceſſary, they muſt 
in his Judgment be always wo. ge 
The Confiderer has ſo good a Talent at 
Reaſoning, that I cannot refuſe him and the 
Reader the Juſtice of producing his Argument, 
as he himſelf has ſtated it. 
ever neceſſary, whether the divine and human 
Nature, or the Nature of things be CHANGE- - 
' ABLE OR UNCHANGEABLE, muſt be always 
21 For if God ever wrought Miracles ta 
| be the Prof of the Knowledge of his Will, he will 
always purſue the ſame Methods, 11 ur 1s AN 
UNCHANGEABLE BEING. © That is to ſay, 


The Propoſition is true, whether God be | 
3 changeable or not, for a Reaſon an Fe 

« preſsly ſuppoſes him to be unchangeable.” 
The Co er has generally the Fortune to 95 
| have his nnen | 


kun kü p. 96 ThirdEdit. p. 86. 


together. 


Miracles were 


is an — Beg de — rom 
thence that his Conduct el always be the 
ſame, in the ſame State of Things; if he 
works: Miracles in one Cale, he will do it again 
whenever the ſame Caſe, with all its Circum 

ſtances, returns. But if he does it when the 
State of Mankind requires it, it does not fol- 
low that he will do it, when the State of 

Mankind does not require it. Let the Confi- 
derer ſhew that it cannot be expedient or 
Mankind at one time, and not at an other. 
Till he can prove this, he proves nothing. 

Let us try his Reaſoning in a common 
Caſe. Should the Subjects of ſome great Prinde 
trie in Arms againſt him, and ſhould- he quiet 
them by offering a general Pardon without pu- 
TR their Crime; will it follow- thats he 
4 to putſue the ſame Method in every Re- 
| bellion ? And will it follow that his Counſels 
are mutable; if he does not? The Gon 


himſelf will not have the Folly to aſſert it. Le- 


nity may be neceſſary at one time, and Severity 
at another; and each of theſe; Meaſures, tho! 
not only different but oppolite, may be the Ef- 
_ of the am M dom and 5 


3 1 


8 | = a5 
of Reaſon & in this. Why dow 
a that one Man has 


Fanden 7 
Ne I late m 
reflect where his Opini will terminate. He 


lays, 
86 — — — 2 wh a 
<« partial Being,” If bold Aſſertions were to b. 
admitted as Proofs, — 
5  _ Confiderer is not capable of proving. Let nM 
prove (inſtead of ating) that Miracles are 
= equally in all Ages, and then it will | 
be time to talk with. him. Here is a Maxim 
fiderer himſelf allows to be a juſt 
one, that Providence does in win. If 


on 
** 


46 


e- 
. 
"Miracles: when recorded by 
. t? The G. 


6 „ 
e lace . 
| 3 , where only he 

\ thinks ſuch Monuments are en. 

f he knew how to uſe them, and ſet 

a juſt Value on them. The Goſpels are the 

| - Monuments, wherein thoſe Miracles are re- 

7 g , and he muſt prove them to be all a 


ery, before he can with Reaſon complain 
K sf for want of authentic Monuments; which he 
will find it no eaſy Matter to do, ' againſt the 
Z . Teſtimony of all Antiquity, of the ene of 
e 1 N en as well as its Friends... 
'S I have now gone through the. material 
gs, and to my own Sorrow, many imma 

terial Things in the Cor 's Book. When the 
Book firſt appeare "it ſeemed to require o 
„ bee, who cen n, 
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; el, A tt eee . . but cr 
. diſtorted and perverted. Locle over the pre- | 


>... _ tended Anſwer to Tryal; « 

22 ng Argument of any Weight, that is built — 
3 on a true Repreſentation of Scripture? I will 
1 not ſay that al his Miſtakes of this Kind are 
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